
 

D O  Y O U  P R AY ?
A question for everybody

J C RYLE

LIGHTLY EDITED & UPDATED BY MARY DAVIS



EP BOOKS 

1st Floor Venture House, 6 Silver Court, Watchmead,  
Welwyn Garden City, UK, AL7 1TS

www.epbooks.org  
admin@epbooks.org

EP Books are distributed in the USA by:  
JPL Distribution, 3741 Linden Avenue Southeast, Grand Rap-
ids, MI 49548

orders@jplbooks.com 
www.jplbooks.com

© EP Books 2018.  
This revision first published 2018 
 
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data available 
ISBN 978-1-78397-217-3

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV), copyright © 2001 
by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used 
by permission.  
All rights reserved.



D O  Y O U  P R AY ?
A question for everybody





CONTENTS

Do you pray? A question for everybody  7

1. I ask, `Do you pray?' because prayer is  
absolutely necessary to a person's salvation  9

2. I ask, `Do you pray?' because a habit of prayer  
is one of the surest marks of a true Christian  13

3. I ask, `Do you pray?' because private prayer  
is the most neglected Christian discipline  17

4. I ask, `Do you pray?' because the Bible is full of  
encouragement for all who want to pray  23

5. I ask, `Do you pray?' because faithfulness in prayer  
is the secret of true holiness  29

6. I ask, `Do you pray?' because neglecting prayer  
is one of the great causes of backsliding  35

7. I ask, `Do you pray?' because prayer is the best recipe  
for happiness and contentment  39

A word to those who do not pray  43

A word to those who do not know where to start  47

To those who pray - some brotherly advice  51





DO YOU PRAY?  
A QUESTION FOR EVERYBODY

And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought 
always to pray and not lose heart. (Luke 18:1)

I desire then that in every place the men should pray  
(1 Timothy 2:8)

I 
want to ask you an exceptionally important question. It is the 
title of this short book and it is contained in just three words: 
Do you pray? 

Only you can answer that question. Your minister knows 
whether you attend public worship or not. Your relatives know 
whether you have family prayers at home or not. Your friends 
may know whether you pray with other people. But only you 
know whether you pray in private. That is a matter between just 
you and God.



8 DO YOU PRAY? A QUESTION FOR EVERYBODY

I beg you to think carefully about this. Please do not say that 
the question is too personal. If your heart is right in God’s sight, 
it should not be a problem. There is nothing to be worried about. 
Please do not try to sidestep my question by saying that you ‘say 
your prayers’. We all know that it is one thing to say your prayers, 
and another thing entirely to ‘pray’. And please do not tell me that 
my question is unnecessary. Bear with me a little while longer, and 
I will show you that I have some very good reasons for asking it.



1. I ASK, `DO YOU PRAY?'  
BECAUSE PRAYER  

IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY  
TO A PERSON'S SALVATION

I 
say, ‘absolutely necessary’—and I am choosing my words care-
fully. (Let me say that I am not speaking about children, nor 
those who have limited understanding, nor of the unbeliever 
who has never heard the gospel. I am fully aware that where 

little is given, little will be required.) I am talking about those 
who call themselves Christians. And I sincerely believe that if a 
person does not pray, they cannot expect to be saved. 

Let me say that I believe in salvation by grace as strongly as 
anyone. I would gladly offer a free and full pardon to the greatest 
sinner that ever lived. I would not hesitate to stand by their death-
bed, and say, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, even now, and 
you will be saved.’ I am a firm believer in salvation by grace. But 
I cannot see anything at all in the Bible that says someone could 


