In France, Julie, the 40-year-old freed
hostage, reflected on what had
happened, “He gave his life for me; he
was killed so that | could live.” But, though
she can thank Arnaud’s family, she cannot

thank Arnaud. He is gone.
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How Julie’s life will be affected is yet to
be seen. But how does God’s love and
great act of rescue impact you? Today,
will you thank Him for dying to save
you? Will you ask Him to forgive you?
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... Redouane Lakdim, a 25-year-old
Moroccan-born criminal, opened
fire on passengers in a car in
southern France

PLEBSSREEEES N
... Minutes later he fired on a group
of police offic vho were jogging
near the castle in o

... He then drove to the town of
Trébes and med a supermar
He shot dead
and a customer, a | ckiayer,
whilst screaming “Allahu akbar” ...

hop’s butc!

... Police arrived shortly after the start
of the siege, managing to get some

people out; but the attacker kept one
woman hostage....
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Saster 2018

It was then that Arnaud Beltrame, a
44-year-old lieutenant-colonel in the
gendarmerie, offered to take the woman'’s
place and remain holed up with Lakdim

while negotiations continued.

Arnaud
Beltraméy

Mr. Beltrame left his telephone switched
on to allow the police to listen in. He had
served in Irag and was among the elite
police special forces but, having traded
places with the hostage, he was shot in the
neck and died some hours later.

Arnaud’s brother Cédric said, “He gave his
life for someone else; for a stranger.”

“&le gave hiy life
Jon someone else;
PLor o stvangen.”

Just before Passover, around Ap 33,
another man willingly exchanged His life

“Love the Lord r God with all your
heart and with bur soul and with all
your mind” ... econd is this: “Love
your neighbour as yourself” He was
summarising the Ten Commandments.
They tell us what is right ... and they

show us that we are wrong!

Breaking the commandments is sin, and
we all are held hostage by it. Sin cuts
us off from God; it will keep us out of
heaven and it will condemn us to hell.
Our situation is grim.

But this is why Jesus stepped in to seek
and to save us. He came from heaven to
earth, and allowed Himself to be crucified.
He had gone about and done good. He
had healeg aised the dead, fed

at the age of
388 rucified.

In His hours of immense suffering, Jesus
carried the can for all who are taken
hostage by sin and the devil. He became
the sacrifice for the sin of the world. He
took our place as He carried on Himself
all our wrong, paying the penalty it
would take us eternity to pay.
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