


Unto Us: 25 Advent Devotions about the Messiah
Copyright © 2024 by The Gospel Coalition

Published by The Gospel Coalition

The Gospel Coalition
P.O. Box 1637
Columbia, Missouri 65205

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, me-
chanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of 
the publisher, except as provided for by USA copyright law.

Cover Design: Brannon McAllister
Typesetting: Ryan Leichty

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible 
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

All emphases in Scripture quotations have been added by the author.

ISBN:
978-1-956593-12-9 (paperback)
978-1-956593-13-6 (ebook)
978-1-956593-14-3 (kindle)

Printed in the United States of America



Contents

Contributors i
Introduction 1

PART I: SALVATION PROMISED

Day 1: Exodus from Exile 7
JARED KENNEDY

Day 2: Comfort Ye My People 11
ANDREW SPENCER

Day 3: Every Valley Shall Be Exalted 15
BETSY CHILDS HOWARD

Day 4: And the Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed 19
CASSIE WATSON

PART II: GOD COMES

Day 5: Yet Once More I Will Shake 25
COLLIN HANSEN

Day 6: The Lord You Seek Will Suddenly Come 29
MEGAN HILL



Day 7: Who May Abide the Day of His Coming? 33
ELLIOT CLARK

Day 8: And He Shall Purify 37
SHARONDA COOPER

PART III: LIGHT COMES

Day 9: A Virgin Shall Conceive 43
CASSIE WATSON

Day 10: Good Tidings to Zion 47
SARAH EEKHOFF ZYLSTRA

Day 11: Darkness Covers 51
BRETT MCCRACKEN

Day 12: Light Appears 55
JOANNA KIMBREL

INTERLUDE: UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN

Day 13: Wonderful Counselor 61
WINFREE BRISLEY

Day 14: Mighty God 65
JARED KENNEDY

Day 15: Everlasting Father 69
SARAH EEKHOFF ZYLSTRA

Day 16: Prince of Peace 73
KENDRA DAHL



PART IV: GOOD NEWS ANNOUNCED

Day 17: Shepherds Abiding 79
WINFREE BRISLEY

Day 18: Angels Appear 83
ANDREW SPENCER

Day 19: Born This Day 87
BENJAMIN L. GLADD

Day 20: Glory to God in the Highest 91
PHIL THOMPSON

PART V: MESSIAH BELIEVED

Day 21: Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion 97
MATT SMETHURST

Day 22: The Eyes of the Blind Shall Be Opened 101
ELLIOT CLARK

Day 23: He Shall Feed His Flock like a Shepherd 105
MEGAN HILL

Day 24: His Yoke Is Easy 109
IVAN MESA

CHRISTMAS DAY

Day 25: Hallelujah! 115
BRETT MCCRACKEN

Scripture Index 119





Contributors

WINFREE BRISLEY serves as an editor for The Gospel 
Coalition. She is a Bible teacher and contributor to The 
Weary World Rejoices: Daily Devotions for Advent and Fruit-
ful: Cultivating a Spiritual Harvest That Won’t Leave You 
Empty. Winfree and her husband, Will, have three sons 
and live in Charlotte, North Carolina, where they be-
long to Uptown Church.

ELLIOT CLARK is an associate editor at The Gospel Co-
alition. He serves in international ministry, equipping 
church leaders and supporting residential missionaries. 
He is the author of Evangelism as Exiles: Life on Mission as 
Strangers in Our Own Land and Mission Affirmed: Recovering 
the Missionary Motivation of Paul and coeditor of Faithful 
Exiles: Finding Hope in a Hostile World.

SHARONDA COOPER (MEng, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology) is a Bible teacher who serves as content 
coordinator for women’s initiatives at The Gospel Coa-
lition and is a contributor to Fruitful: Cultivating a Spiri-
tual Harvest That Won’t Leave You Empty. She is working 
toward her MDiv from The Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. She is a wife and mom, and she belongs to 
Emmaus Church in Texas.



UNTO USii

KENDRA DAHL (MA, Westminster Seminary Califor-
nia) is the multimedia strategist for The Gospel Coali-
tion. She is the author of How to Keep Your Faith After High 
School and several articles. She lives in the San Diego area 
with her husband and three children, where she also 
serves as the women’s ministry coordinator for North 
Park Presbyterian Church.

BENJAMIN L. GLADD (PhD, Wheaton College) serves 
on The Gospel Coalition’s staff as executive director of 
The Carson Center for Theological Renewal. He has au-
thored and edited numerous books including From Adam 
and Israel to the Church, Handbook on the Gospels, The Story 
Retold (with G. K. Beale), and Dictionary of the New Testa-
ment Use of the Old Testament (with Beale, D. A. Carson, 
and Andrew David Naselli). He is also the editor of the 
Essential Studies in Biblical Theology series and coeditor 
with Carson of the New Studies in Biblical Theology se-
ries. Benjamin and his wife, Nikki, have two sons, Judah 
and Simon.

COLLIN HANSEN serves as vice president for content 
and editor in chief of The Gospel Coalition, as well as 
executive director of The Keller Center for Cultural 
Apologetics. He hosts the Gospelbound podcast and has 
written and contributed to many books, most recently 
Timothy Keller: His Spiritual and Intellectual Formation and 
Rediscover Church: Why the Body of Christ Is Essential. He is 
an adjunct professor at Beeson Divinity School, where 
he also cochairs the advisory board.



CONTRIBUTORS iii

MEGAN HILL serves as the managing editor for The 
Gospel Coalition. She is the author of several books, in-
cluding Sighing on Sunday: 40 Meditations for When Church 
Hurts. She lives with her husband and four children in 
Massachusetts, where they belong to West Springfield 
Covenant Community Church.

BETSY CHILDS HOWARD is an editor for The Gospel Co-
alition. She is the author of Seasons of Waiting: Walking by 
Faith When Dreams Are Delayed and the children’s books 
Arlo and the Great Big Cover-Up, Polly and the Screen Time 
Overload, and Arlo and the Keep-Out Club. Betsy and her 
husband, Bernard, live with their two sons in Birming-
ham, Alabama, where Bernard is the pastor of Grace 
Church Birmingham.

JARED KENNEDY serves as an editor for The Gospel 
Coalition. He is editor for the TGC Hard Questions se-
ries and the author of books including Keeping Your Chil-
dren’s Ministry on Mission, The Beginner’s Gospel Story Bible, 
and The Story of Martin Luther. He and his wife, Megan, 
live with their three daughters in Louisville, Kentucky, 
where they belong to Sojourn Church Midtown.

JOANNA KIMBREL (MATS, Westminster Theological 
Seminary) is a Bible teacher, a writer, and the coordina-
tor of women’s initiatives for The Gospel Coalition. She 
is coauthor of Behold and Believe: A Bible Study on the “I Am” 
Statements of Jesus and author of The Greatest Hero: The 
Book of Romans. Joanna and her husband, Chad, live in 
Georgia with their three daughters.



UNTO USiv

BRETT MCCRACKEN is a senior editor and director of 
communications at The Gospel Coalition. He is the 
author of several books, including The Wisdom Pyra-
mid: Feeding Your Soul in a Post-Truth World and Uncom-
fortable: The Awkward and Essential Challenge of Christian 
Community. Brett and his wife, Kira, live in Santa Ana, 
California, with their three children. They belong to 
Southlands Church.

IVAN MESA (PhD candidate, The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary) is editorial director for The Gos-
pel Coalition. He’s editor of Before You Lose Your Faith: 
Deconstructing Doubt in the Church and coeditor of Faithful 
Exiles: Finding Hope in a Hostile World. He and his wife, Sar-
ah, have four children, and they live in eastern Georgia.

MATT SMETHURST is lead pastor of River City Baptist 
Church in Richmond, Virginia; editor at The Gospel 
Coalition; and author of Before You Open Your Bible, Be-
fore You Share Your Faith, and Deacons. He and his wife, 
Maghan, have five children.

ANDREW SPENCER (PhD, Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary) serves as associate editor for books at 
The Gospel Coalition. He is the author of Hope for God’s 
Creation: Stewardship in an Age of Futility. Spencer is an 
elder at CrossPointe Church. He and his wife, Jennifer, 
have three children and live in southeast Michigan.

PHIL THOMPSON serves as program director for The 
Gospel Coalition’s Carson Center for Theological Re-
newal. He’s a teaching pastor at Christ Fellowship 



CONTRIBUTORS v

Eastside and an adjunct professor at Columbia Interna-
tional University. He and his wife, Laurel, live with their 
three daughters in Greenville, South Carolina.

CASSIE WATSON is copy editor and editorial project 
manager for The Gospel Coalition. She lives in Sydney, 
Australia, and belongs to Merrylands Anglican Church. 
She blogs at CassWatson.com.

SARAH EEKHOFF ZYLSTRA is senior writer for The Gos-
pel Coalition. She’s a coauthor of Gospelbound: Living with 
Resolute Hope in an Anxious Age and editor of Social Sani-
ty in an Insta World. She lives with her husband and two 
sons in Kansas City, Missouri, where they belong to New 
City Church.





Introduction

Christmas is a paradox of longing and fulfillment for 
Christians. We sing “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
on the very holiday that celebrates his incarnation. We 
know Christ has already come, yet we long for him to 
come again. In fact, the reality that God is with us fuels 
our longing for his second advent.

Throughout December, we look back at God’s Old 
Testament promises to send the Messiah to save his peo-
ple. Then we see in the Gospel accounts how he did exact-
ly what he said he’d do, down to the last detail. So as we 
read Jesus’s New Testament promise to come again, we ea-
gerly await the final day when our rescue will be complete.

Or maybe we don’t. Perhaps we’re so distracted by 
the cares of daily life that we don’t give much thought 
to Christ’s return. Maybe we’re so used to relying on our-
selves that we don’t feel our need for the Savior. Maybe 
our satisfaction with worldly treasures has dulled our 
longing for the better portion. How can we rekindle our 
longing for Christ this Advent season? How can we pre-
pare for his return with expectant hope?

John the Baptist prepared God’s people for the Mes-
siah’s first coming and announced his arrival. Were that 
job assigned to us today, we’d likely design a marketing 
strategy, implement a social media campaign, or line up 
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a string of podcast interviews. But John’s approach was 
simple: he bore witness. He proclaimed, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God!” (John 1:36). John exhorted others to take 
a good look at Jesus, to see he was the Promised One, the 
Messiah they’d been waiting for.

The results were astonishing: “The two disciples heard 
him say this, and they followed Jesus” (v. 37). Simply by be-
holding Jesus, they were compelled to follow him—and to 
invite others to follow him too. After spending time with 
Jesus, one of those disciples, Andrew, went and told his 
brother Simon Peter, “We have found the Messiah” (v. 41).

What drove these men to abandon all and follow? 
What compelled them to share the good news with oth-
ers? Meeting Jesus—the Son born unto us to be our Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and 
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6).

Whether we’re entering this Advent season distract-
ed or weary, anxious or doubting, hoping or hurting, we 
need to take a good look at Jesus. We need to remem-
ber he is the Messiah who came and is coming again. In 
Christ, our longings are both satisfied and stirred.

HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

To help us look to Christ this Advent season, The 
Gospel Coalition’s staff has written devotions that re-
flect on the Scripture texts in the Christmas section of 
Handel’s Messiah. You’ve likely heard the music of this 
well-known oratorio, particularly the famous “Hallelu-
jah” chorus. But you may not realize all the lyrics are 
Scripture passages arranged to tell the story of Christ as 
the long-awaited Savior.
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We’ve included 25 devotions so you can begin on 
December 1 and work through one reading per day until 
Christmas. Each devotion includes a brief Scripture read-
ing, a devotional reflection, and questions for response. 
We encourage you to find a recording of Handel’s Messiah 
and listen to the corresponding movement for each day.

You may choose to use this devotional individual-
ly, asking the Spirit to satisfy and stir your longing for 
Christ. But we also encourage you to consider, as the dis-
ciples did, who you can invite to behold Jesus along with 
you. These devotions can be used for family worship, 
with a group from your church, or with an unbelieving 
neighbor or friend.

However you use it, we pray this devotional will help 
you reflect on the wonder and glory not of a beautiful 
piece of music but of the Messiah it celebrates. May it 
stir in our hearts a longing to join our voices with that 
great multitude John describes in Revelation 19:6–7, 
which cries out,

Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God

the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult

and give him the glory.

Surely he alone is worthy of all glory and honor and 
praise. Join us as we meditate on the Messiah this Christ-
mas season. May we remember with fresh wonder that a 
Savior has been born unto us.

Winfree Brisley
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Salvation 
Promised





DAY 1

Exodus from Exile

JA R ED K EN N EDY

READ

“Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,

who brings forth chariot and horse,
army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

‘Remember not the former things,
nor consider the things of old.

Behold, I am doing a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.’” (Isa. 43:16–19)
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REFLECT

As the calendar nears December, we pull the lights out 
of the garage and the boxes of decorations from the at-
tic. We set up the tree, hang the stockings, and start the 
annual Advent countdown. We bookmark the holiday 
playlist, finish (or begin!) the shopping, and mark down 
all the party dates. But in our Christmas busyness, do we 
see how God is at work in our daily lives? Do we remem-
ber how he has been at work over the past year?

We can see God working in the past and present, 
but the prophet Isaiah also saw God at work in the fu-
ture. He called his firstborn son Shear-jashub (Isa. 7:3), 
a name that means “a remnant will return.” This name 
was a surprising choice. After all, when little Shear was 
born, God’s people still lived in the promised land. Isa-
iah named his children (and wrote his prophecies) well 
before Judah’s exile to Babylon. So, on the eighth day 
after Shear-jashub’s birth, when the boy’s name was an-
nounced at his dedication, Isaiah’s Jerusalem neighbors 
must’ve thought, Hmm. Return from where?

The people couldn’t see what God was doing. They 
were blind to his future purposes (6:9–10). But God 
gave the prophet faith to see the certainty of the Lord’s 
plans. Isaiah knew both exile and return loomed on the 
horizon. The nation’s neglect of God’s law, their busy 
self-reliance, and their trust in military pacts with for-
eign powers would end in judgment. To Babylonian exile 
they would go. But then, just as certainly, the Redeemer 
would deliver his people again (43:14–15).

What would this future salvation be like? God’s re-
demptive pattern for Judah’s future had already been 
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revealed in the past. When the Hebrew people suffered 
under Egyptian oppression, God made a way of escape 
through the sea (v. 16). Now, said Isaiah, God would build 
another highway in the wilderness (v. 19). At the exodus, 
the Lord snuffed out Pharaoh’s army with their chariots 
and horses (v. 17). Now, God would again do away with 
the people’s worldly securities so they’d put their trust 
in him alone.

“Remember not the former things, nor consider the 
things of old,” said the Lord. “Behold, I am doing a new 
thing” (vv. 18–19). If only the people could perceive it, 
they’d see God at work bringing forth his life-giving wa-
ter (vv. 19–20). Though God’s judgment still lay ahead, 
Isaiah also saw the day when sin would be atoned for and 
God’s perfected people would declare his praise (v. 21).

God is still at work bringing new life today. In Christ, 
“the old has passed away; behold, the new has come” 
(2 Cor. 5:17). Do you see it? Just look back at what he’s 
already done. At the cross, our incarnate Lord took the 
fullness of God’s wrath for our rebellion and gave us his 
perfect record instead (Isa. 43:25). When we were dead 
in our transgressions, God made us alive by his Spir-
it (Eph. 2:1–10). Looking forward with faith, we await 
Christ’s second coming as the final exodus and the fulfill-
ment of all God’s promises. We can trust God will work 
in the future just as he has in the past. He’s doing a new 
thing. May we have eyes to see it.

RESPOND

As you begin this new holiday season, set aside time to 
remember Christ’s work in your life. What has the Lord 
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done for you this past year? Did he answer a prayer? 
Did he bring a friend or family member to faith? Give 
God praise for the ways you’ve seen him work, and 
pray with expectant hope for his continued work in the 
coming year.


