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Genesis 1-2; 3:20

LOﬂg, |Oﬂ9 ago - before anyone can remember - God made the
world. At first it was Ionelg and dark.

Then God made the light. He said, “Let there be light,” and light came.
God was pleased with it. He called the |19ht “day." And he called the
darkness “ﬂ]‘ght." God did these things on the first dag of Creation.

Then God made the space above the earth. He called it “sky.” God did
this on the second dag of' Creation.

Next God said that the waters covering the earth should become
oceans and lakes, and dI"H land should appear. God also made grass
grow, and bushes and trees. All this was on the third dag of' Creation.

On the fourth day God let the sun shine in the daytime, and the moon
and stars at night.

On the fif'th day 6od made large sea animals and little fish. And he
made birds, like ducks and geese, to fly over the water and swim in
it. He made other birds, like eagles, robins, pigeons,
and wrens, to fly over the land and live in the
woods and fields.

On the sixth day of Creation God made animals
that walk on land. He made wild elephants, lions,
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tigers, and bears. He made tame rabbits, horses, cows, and sheep.
ANd he made little insects, such as ants and bees.

Then God made someone very speoial. He took some dust from the
ground and formed it into a man’s bodg. God gave life to the bodg,
and the man began to breathe. God named the man Adam.

The Lord God planted the beautiful Garden of Eden as a home for
Adam. In it God planted trees full of delicious fruit. God told Adam he
could eat any fruit except the fruit from one tree. That was the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. If Adam obeyed God, he could live
forever. But if Adam took even one bite from that tree’s fruit, God
said he would die someday.

Adam was Ionelg, for he was the onlg person in all the world. So God
decided to make another person who would live with Adam and help
him. God PUt Adam to sleep. Then God took one of Adam’s ribs and
made a woman from it. When God bF‘OUght the woman to Adam, she
became his wife. And Adam named her Eve.

God looked at all he had made in six days, and he was very pleased.

On the seventh dag, God rested. It was a quiet day, different from all
the others - a holg dag of rest.

Look at the picture and name some things that God created.
How did God make Adam?

What did God tell Adam he could do?

What did Adam need to do so he could live forever?

How did God make Eve?
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Satan is a wicked spirit. He tries to
make people do thiﬂgS that are
wrong. He came to Eve in the
Garden of Eden. He was in the
shape of a serpent.

Satan asked Eve, “Did God
r‘eallg tell HOU not to eat
the frit of any of the
fs°.  treesinthe Garden?”

“We may eat any of

it GXCGPt from one

tree,” she replied. “We
are not to eat the fruit

of the tree in the middie
of' the Garden. God said
that if' we do, we will start
gr‘OWing old and die.”
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“That’s not truel” Satan told her: “It won’t hurt you at alll Reallg, it’s
900d and will make you wise.”

Eve should have gone away and should not have listened to Satan. But
instead, she went over and looked at the tree. The fruit looked good!
So she ate some fruit. She gave some to Adam, and he ate it too. Then
they were afraid of God and tried to hide.

God was angry. He told the serpent, “You wil have to crawl in the
dust all your life.”

God told the woman, “You will have pain when your children are born.”

God told Adam, “You will have to work hard to get food to eat. And
somedag you will die. Your bOdH will become dust again.”

But God still loved Adam and Eve. So he made clothes for them before
he sent them out of the beautiful Garden. He also pr‘omised to send
a Savior: That Savior was God’s Son, Jesus, who came years later to
die for GVGF‘UOHG’S sins. (Perhaps you alr‘eadg know that af'ter Jesus
died, he came back to life. Now he lives in heaven with God the Father:)

All of us do bad things. We sin, just like Adam and Eve

Ry
did. But God f‘or‘gives us if we ask him to, because y ;
Jesus died to take away our sins. A . ¢ -
¢ [ &

Did Adam and Eve obey God or Satan?

How did God punish Adam and Eve?

When God was angry, how did he still show his love?
When we do bad things, what can we ask God to do?

25



Genesis H:l-1o

After God sent Adam and Eve out of the Garden, he gave them two
sons. Cain became a farmer, planting crops. Abel was a shepherd
with a flock of sheep.

The two brothers both sinned - theg did things that were wrong. But
Abel pleased God. So we know he was sorry about his sins. One day
Abel offered his best lamb as a gift to God. He put the lamb on an
altar made of' stones. This gift was called a sacrifice. By giving God
his best lamb, Abel showed God that he loved him.

God was pleased that Abel
worshiped him like this.

One day God would

send his Son, Jesus, 0 0
into the world. Jesus
would become a

very special kind of
sacrifice. He would die
to save us from having
to take the blame for
our sins. Then he would
come back to life.

26



Abel’s brother; Cain, did not please God. He did not turn from his sins.
The oFPering he brought was from his garden, but he did not bring
the best things from his gar‘den.

When Cain learned that God had aooepted Abel’s sacrifice but not
his, he was angry with God. But God said that if Cain would worship
him in the right way, he would accept Cain's gift.

Cain, who was still angry with God, took his anger out on Abel. One
day in a field, Cain killed Abel.

God called to Cain, “Where is Abel, your brother?”

“How should | know?” Cain answered. “Am | SUPPOSGd to look af'ter
my brother?”

But God had seen what Cain had done. So God said Cain would alwags
have to wander from plaoe to plaoe. He would have to keep IooKing
for places where CPOPS would 9I"OW. Cain was afraid that PGOPIG
would try to hurt him. But God stil loved Cain and said he would never
let that happen.

What gift did Abel give Goad?
What did Cain offer to God?

Before he would accept cain’s 9h°t, what did God want Cain
to dor?

What terrible thing did Cain do?

Afterward, what did God say would happen to Cain? What
would not happen?
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Genesis 5

Cain and Abel’s father and mother; Adam and Eve, lived for many
years after the fight between their first two sons. When Adam was
930 years old, he died. His body became dust again. That’s what God
had said would happen because Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden
of Eden.

Before Adam and Eve died, they had many children.
The children grew up and had children too. Then
those children grew up and had children, until

there were many, many PGOPIG in the world.

One of those people was Enoch. He walked
with God. That means he loved God and
thought about God all the time. It was as if he
and God walked tOQGthGI" like friends. Enoch
listened to what God said and always tried

to please and obeg him. When Enoch was
365 years old, God did a wonderful thing for
him. God took Enoch right up to heaven!
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What special thing happened to Enoch?

Who was the oldest man who ever lived?
How old was he when he died?

What was speoial about the way Enoch lived?
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Genesis ©:1-9:17

As the years went by, the world became very wicked. People didn’t
even tr‘y (0] obeg God. So God said he would send a flood to drown
all Iiving things.

But one good man named Noah loved God and alwags wanted to

please him. God loved Noah too, and told him about the flood so he
could get ready for it.

God told Noah, “I want you to build a huge boat.” God said to make it
as high asa thr‘ee-stor‘g house, with many lar‘ge rooms. It was to have
a Iong window all around it and a big door on the side.

It took Noah more than one hundred years to buid the boat. But as
you know, at that time people lived much |Oﬂ96l" than thGH do now.

When the boat was finished, God told Noah to bring his wife, his
three sons, and each son’s wife into the boat. God also said to bring
fathers and mothers for each kind of bird, animal, and insect. God
said that in one week he would send a rain that would last forty days
and forty nights. A flood would come, and everyone outside the boat
would be drowned.

When all were sa’r“ely inside, God closed the door:
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SGVGI"\ days later it began to raln The ran podred down for FOI"’(U
"""daHS and FOPtH nlghts JUSt as GOd had said it would. The creeks, the

rivers, and the great oceans aII began to rise, and water covered the

land. Higher and higher the water rose, with the boat floating on it.

What about the people who wouldn § obeH Godr Now it was too late
e:+ - for them to get into the boat.
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But God took care of Noah and all those who were with him. Finally
the rain StOPPGd, and the water began to go down again.

After Noah had been in the boat for 150 days - amost half a year -
the boat rested on top of Mount Ararat. Two and a half months later;
the flood had gone down even more.

Finally the gr‘ound was dr‘y. So God told Noah and his Familg to come
out of the boat. He said to let out all the animals and insects and
birds, too.

Then Noah built an altar: He gave animals and birds to the Lord God to
thank God for saving him and his Familg from the Flood.

God promised that he would never send another flood to drown all
|iViﬂ9 things. As pr‘ooﬂ he gave Noah a sign - a beautiful rainbow in
the SKH. Whenever he saw it, Noah would remember God’s promise
not to send a flood like that again. When we see a rainbow, we can
remember God’s promise too. And God had a plan... one day, avery
speoial Rescuer would come. He would rescue God’s PGOPIG and make
them safe forever and ever.

Why did God send the Flood?
What people did Noah bring onto the boat?
What else did Noah bring onto the boat?

How long did it rain?
What can you think about when you see a ranbow?

What was that even greater rescue that took place many,
many years later?
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Genesis [0-I

After the Flood ended, God gave children to Noah’s sons and their
wives. Noah’s grandchildren grew up and had children too, until the
world was full of people again.

These people actedJust like the people before the Flood. Theg kept
on doing all sorts of bad things. Their hearts were not filled with love
for God.

There was Oﬂ|H one Ianguage at that time. EVGI"HOHG in all the world
could understand gveryone else. One day the PGOPIG said to each
other; “Let’s build a tower as high as heaven!” The people were PT‘OUd
and wanted to show how great thGH were. But it is sinful to be pr‘oud.
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The Lord came
down from heaven
and decided to stop
the people from
building the tower:
So he made them
start speaking
different languages!
One man would

ask another for a
hammer, but the
other man couldn’t
understand him.
This made them
angry with each
other; and soon they
stopped working
and went home.
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When people couldn't understand each other anymore, they got all
mixed up. The word Babel means “mixed up.” So the tower was called
the Tower of Babel, and it was never finished. The people were
wrong when they thought they could make a name for themselves.
But God had a plan... he knew the people couldn't reach up to him
by their own efforts so one day, he would come down to them. He
would live among them - and there would be a day when everyone
lived together in harmony.

Different groups of people moved away from other groups who didn’t
speak their language. That is why different languages are spoken
in different parts of the world today. We now have thousands of
languages, like English, Spanish, French, German, Afrikaans, Russian,
Arabic, and Korean.
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Genesis 11:27-12:10

36

Far away in the land of Ur
(which was in the country
we call Iraq), there lived a
seventy-five-year-old man
named Abram. The people
of' Ur worshiped idols of
wood and stone. This was
very wrong, for God had
said people must worship
only him. God told Abram,
“Leave this country. | will
show you another land
where | want you to live.”



So Abram left home with his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, and his
servants. Even though he didn’t know how far he would have to go
or how long he would have to travel, he believed God would take care
of' him.

Abram and the others had to cross wide rivers and a dr‘g, lonelH
desert. Yet God took care of them and brought them saf‘elg to the
Promised Land of Canaan. Todag we call it the land of' Israel.

“I will give this whole countrH to Hou,” God told Abram. “It will belong
to you and to your children forever:” Then Abram built an altar and
worshiped God.

God kept Abram safe from other people living in the new land who
might have hurt him. But when crops didn't grow well in the flields,
the people had little to eat. So Abram and his family went away for
a while to a country called Egypt, waiting until there was more food
in Canaan.

Why did God want Abram to move i
N\

away from the PGOP|G of Ur? e -— -
What was the name of the new land 4
where God Saf'G|H bPOUght Abram? :
What is the country called today? /4,
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Genesis 13; 7

Af'ter some
time Abram
and Lot and
their families
returned to
Canaan from
EQHP’[. Abram
went to the
plaoe where
he had built
an altar and
worshiped
God again.




Abram now owned many cows, 906'(8, and sheep. Lot had many
animals too. The men who took care of Lot’s animals began to f'igh’(
with the men who took care of Abram’s animals. Abram talked to Lot
about it. Abram could have said, “This is my land, Lot. God has given
It to me, SO you must move away.” But Abram didn’t do that. He was
Kind to Lot and said, “Let’s not have any f'igh’(iﬂg between us.”

Then Abram divided the land with Lot. Abram gave Lot first choice,
even though he didn’t need to - it was Abram’s land, for God had
given it to him.

Lot chose the best part of the land - the valley by the Jordan River.
After Lot had moved to his new home, the Lord said to Abram,
“I will give you all of the good land Lot chose. Lot lives there now, but
someday it will all be yours!”

God also told Abram he was going to ohange Abram’s name to
Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah. He would give them so many
children and grandohildren and gr‘eat—grandchildren that thGU would
become a gr‘eat nation. God’s promise came true. Todag we call
Abraham’s f“amilg the Jewish people.

Why did Abram divide the land with Lot?
What SPGCi(’:ﬂ PI"OI’ﬂiSG did God make to Abram?
What new names did God giVG to Abram and Sarai?

What kind of pr‘omises does God make? Do you find it sur‘pr‘ising
that 6od keeps his promises?
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Genesis [7:1-18:15; 2I:1-7

One hot day Abraham was Sitt]ﬂg at the entrance of' his tent. He looked
up and saw three men walking toward him, so he ran to meet them. He
bowed low, for that was the way to welcome str‘anger‘s in that land.

Abraham invited the men to rest in the shade of* a tree while he brought
some water for their tired feet. In those days people either went
barefoot or wore sandals, so their feet became hot and dustg. When
guests came, it was important to give them water to wash their feet.

Abraham ran to the tent and told his wife, Sarah, “Quick, bake some
bread.” Next he ran out to where the cows were and selected a fat
calf for roast beef.

When the meat was ready, Abraham set it before the three men.
He also brought them yogurt and bread and milk. The visitors had a
piCﬂiC beneath the tree while Abranam stood near‘bg to serve them.

“Where is Sarah?” they asked.
“My wife is in the tent,” Abraham answered.

One of the visitors said, “Next year Il come back around this time,
and Sarah will have a son.”

Sarah was inside the tent, but she heard those words. And she began
to |au9h. Af'ter all, she was an old woman - around ninetg years old.
She was much too old to have a babg!
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Now | must tell you that the three men were r‘eally not men at all. Two
of them were angels, and the other one was God. Could God look and
talk like a man? Yes, several times in the Bible he appeared in the form
of a man and talked with someone.

When God heard Sarah Iaugh, he said to Abraham, “Is anything 1(e]0}
hard for the Lord? Just as | said, | will return about a year from now.
Then Sarah will have a son.”

The next year God gave Abraham and Sarah a baby son,Just as he
had promised them. Abranham named him Isaac, for that is the name
God told Abraham to give his baby bog.

Abraham was one hundred years old and Sarah was over ninety
years old when Isaac was born! As Isaac grew tobe a young bOH, God
told Abraham that Isaac would grow up and have children. It would
be through him that their famiy would grow into
a great nation. And one dag, another SPGC](’:N
Babg would be born - he would be Isaac’s
descendant and he would be the pr‘omised
HOPG of' the world.

/@

Who came and talked to Abraham?
What promise did one of the visitors make?
When did the promise come truer?

How does this StOI"H encourage us when we think that things are
too hard for God to sort out?
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Genesis 23-24

Sarah died when she was [27 years old. Her husband, Abraham, missed
her: Their son, Isaac, missed her too. But now Isaac had become a
full-grown man and wanted to get married.

Abraham didn’t want his son to marry any of' the 9]I"|S who lived
near‘by. These giPIS WOI"ShiPGd idols instead of' God. Abraham wanted
Isaac to marry a girl from the f‘arawag COUﬂtI"U where their relatives
lived. So Abraham asked his oldest servant to go to that country and
bring back a 9]I"| for Isaac to marry.

The servant loaded ten of Abranam’s camels with beautif'ul pr‘esents
and began the |on9 trip. After many days he f‘inallg came to the place
where Abraham’s relatives lived. He made the camels kneel down bH
a well outside the city.

It was evening, and the young women were all coming out to draw
water from the well. The servant told God that he would ask one of
the young women for some water from her pitohen If' she answered
him with a smile and said she would water his camels t0o, he would
know she was the one God had chosen to be Isaac’s wife.
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While he was still prayir\g, a beautiful girl named Rebekah came to the
well. The servant ran over to her and said, “Please give me a drink
from your pitcher:”

“Certainlg, sin” she replied.
“And I’'ll water your camels,
too!” So she did.

Then the old man gave
Rebekah a large gold
ring and two gold
bracelets. He asked

ift there was room at
her father’s house for
him and his servants to
spend the night. Rebekah
told him who her father
and her grandparents
were. She also said there
was plenty of' room.

When the servant heard
who her Family was, he
knew for sure that she was
the f‘ight one for Isaac. He
thanked God for helping him
to find the right girl.
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Rebekah’s brother; Laban, helped the old man unload the camels and
feed them.

As the servant ate supper with Rebekah’s Pamilg, he asked them if
they would let Rebekah go with him to marry lsaac. Theg said yes,
since it was the Lord who had brought him.

When Abraham’s servant heard this, he WOF'ShiPGd the Lord again.
He bPOUgh'( out more beautiful JGWG""H and beautiful clothes for
Rebekah. He gave her mother and her brother PT‘GSGHtS too.

The next morning Rebekah was ready to leave.
She got on a camel and followed Abraham’s
servant all the way to Isaac’s tent. Isaac loved
Rebekah very much, and she became his wife.
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Af'ter Isaac and Rebekah were married, God gave them twin sons!
The babies’ names were Esau and Jacob. Esau was born first, and
Jacob was born a few minutes later: So Esau was the older one.

In those days the oldest son in every Familg had what was called the
birthright. This meant that when his father died, he would get more
money and other thiﬂgS than his brothers and sisters. In fact, he
would get two times as much as the other children.

In [saac’s Familg Esau was born first, so he had the birthright.

When Esau and Jacob grew up, Esau became a hunter: He went out
into the fields and woods to kil deer. He alwags brought the meat
home to his father; Isaac. How his father loved that meat!

Jacob staged at home, pl"ObdblH helping to care for his father’s sheep
and goats.

One day Jacob was cooking some good food when Esau came in
from his hunting. Esau was tired and hungry, so he asked Jacob for
some food. Jacob said he would give him the food if' Esau gave him his
birthright! Esau didn’t care about his birthright at the time, so he told
Jacob he could have it. Then Jacob gave him some food.

[t was wrong for Esau to give away the bir‘thr‘ight God had given him.
[t was wrong, 100, for Jacob to take it.

What was Esau going to get from his bir‘thr‘ight somedag?
What wrong thing did Esau do?
What wrong thing did Jacob do?
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Genesis 27:1-28:5

Isaac was getting old and couldn’t see anymore. He told his oldest
son, Esau, to go out into the field and hunt for a deer:

“Cook the meat the way | like It,” said Isaac. “Then | wil bless you.” He
meant that he would ask God to be kind to Esau and give him many
good things.

Rebekah didn’t want her husband, Isaac, to give the special blessing 1o
Esau, even though he was their oldest son. She wanted Jacob to have
the blessing.

When Esau had gone to hunt for deer, Rebekah told Jacob to kill two
goats. She cooked the meat so it tasted like deer meat. Then she gave
some of Esau’s clothes to Jacob. And she put goatskins on the back
of his arms and neck so Jacob would feel hairy like his brother: She
told him to take the food to his father and to say that he was Esau.

Because Isaac couldn’t see, he asked if' it Peally was Esau. Jacob said,
“Yes, I'm Esau. And | have brought the deer meat.”
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Right af'ter Jacob lef't the tent, Esau came in with a deer: He cooked
the meat and took it to his fathen

Isaac asked, “Who are Hou?”

Esau answered, “l am Esau, and | have the meat you told me to get
o0 UOU.”

Isaac began to tremble. “But UUSt gave your b|€SSiﬂ9 to someone else.
Who was it?” he asked. Isaac knew the answer to his own qUGStiOH.
Jacob had stolen Esau’s blessing.

Esau cried and begged his father to bless him, too. Isaac did, but he
had alr‘eadg promised the best things to Jacob.
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Esau hated Jacob and planned to Kill him somedag.

Rebekah knew Esau was angry. She told Jacob to go away to the
countr‘y where she used to live, to the home of' her brother; Laban.
Esau would not be able to hurt Jacob there.

Rebekah reminded her husband, Isaac, that the 9if‘|8 who lived near‘bg
didn’t love God. She 90t Isaac to agree that Jacob must not marry a
Canaanite girl. He blessed Jacob again. He told Jacob to marry one
of' his mother’s relatives in their COUﬂtl"H.

Then Isaac sent Jacob away to that far-off land. It was the same
land where Abraham’s servant had found Rebekah, Jacob and
Esau’s mother: Sometimes God’s PGOP|G loved him and lived his wag -
and sometimes thGH didn’t. But God had a plan... and ﬂOth]ﬂg would
stop t.

Who did Jacob pretend he was?

Who got the first blessing from Isaac?
What did Esau plan to do to Jacob?
Where did Isaac and Rebekah send Jacob?
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Genesis 28:5, 10-22

Jacob began traveling to the COUH'(I"H where his mother’s relatives
lived. He knew that his Uncle Laban lived there.

When the sun went down, Jacob found a 900d place to S|66P outdoors.
USiﬂg a stone for a piHOW, he went to sleep.

buring the night he had a dream. He thought he saw some stairs
reaching all the way up to heaven. Angels were QOiﬂg up and down
the StGPS. God stood at the tOP of' the stairs. He said he was going
to give this land to Jacob and his children. God said he would be with
Jacob and take care of him wherever he went. And somedag God
would bl"iﬂg Jacob saFelg home again.

When Jacob woke up, he knew that the dream he’d had was a special
dream. God was r‘eallg there and had made a wonderful promise.
Jacob said, “God is here, and | didn’t even know itl”

VGI"H ear‘lg the next mor‘ning, Jacob gOt up and wor‘shiped the Lord.
He called the place Bethel, which means “house of' God.”

Where did Jacob sleep on the first ﬂight of' his trip?
What was Jacob’s dream?

What made Jacob’s dream so speoial?

What did Jacob do the next morning?
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Genesis 29:-3l:lo

Jacob traveled a long time until he came to a well in a field. Three
flocks of sheep were Iging around it, and their shepherds were with
them. When all the flocks arrived, the shepher‘ds would roll away the
rock that covered the well and get water for the sheep.

Jacob asked the shepherds where theg lived,
and theg told him theg lived at Haran.

\ “Do you know Laban?” he asked them.

V “Yes,” they replied. “And ook, here
comes his daughter‘ Rachel with
his Sheep.”




Jacob went over to the well. He rolled away the stone and drew out
water for Rachel’s sheep. Then he kissed her: When he explained that
he was her Aunt Rebekah’s son, she ran and told her father.

Laban ran out to meet his nephew. He gave Jacob a warm welcome
and brought him home. After about a month, Laban asked Jacob to
stay and work for him.

BU this time Jacob was in love with Rachel. He told Laban he would
work for him for seven years if he could marry Rachel af'terward.

Laban was delighted. So Jacob worked for him for the next seven
years. But when the time was up, Laban tricked Jacob into marrying
Rachel’s older sister; Leah. Laban took Leah to

Jacob’s tent at night when it was so

dark that Jacob couldn’t see who

it was. Laban did that because
he thought the oldest daughter
should be married first.




A week later Jacob was allowed to marry Rachel, but he had to
promise to work for her father seven more years. This was unfair;
but Jacob agreed to do it because of his love for Rachel.

After many years, Jacob had a |ar‘ge Familg. He wanted to take
his f‘amilg back home to the land of Canaan. But Laban wouldn’t let
Jacob go.

One day Laban’s sons said that Jacob had stolen their father’s sheep
and that was Why he was so rich. After that, Laban was not as
FPiGﬂd|H as he used to be.

Then God told Jacob to return home to the land of' Canaan. God said
he would be with Jacob and keep him safe.

Jacob told Rachel and Leah to meet him in the field
where he was caring for his flock. He told
them that their father wasnt friendly to him
anymore and that the Lord had told him to
go back to Canaan.

Rachel and Leah agreed he must do whatever I ,
the Lord wanted him to do. | !

What was the name of' the girl Jacob met at the well?
Who was Leah?
What did Laban make Jacob do that was unfair?

What did God promise to do for Jacob and his big family on
their trip back to Jacob’s home?
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Jacob agreed, and they made a huge pile of' stones to remind them
of their promise.

Jacob then built an altar and of'fered a sacrifice to God. That ﬂight
he and Laban and the men who were with them ate together and
camped togethen

Early the next morning Laban kissed Rachel and Leah and their
children good-bye and blessed them. Then he went back home.

As Jacob and his Familg traveled on toward Canaan, some angels
met them. Jacob knew then that God was still with him, just as he had
PI"OIT]iSGd he would c’:\lW&US be.
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Jacob sent messengers to tell Esau what had happened while he was
away. Jacob was still afraid of Esau, even though it had been twenty
Hears since he had stolen Esau’s blessing.

Jacob’s messengers returned with the scary news that Esau was
coming to meet him with four hundred men. Then Jacob was reallg
afraid. He divided his sheep, 906’(8, camels, and men into two groups.
If Esau attacked one group, the other group might escape.

Jacob praged and asked God to Keep him and his f‘amilg safe from
Esau. He thanked the Lord for being so kind to him. When he had left
Canaan ’(WGH'(H years earlier; he had been poor, but God had made
him rich. He thanked God for this.

The next morning Jacob sent some of his animals as a present to
Esau. He sent 220 goats, 220 sheep, 30 camels with their colts, 40 cows,
10 bulls, and 30 donkegs.

Esau ran to meet his twin brother and PU’( his arms around him. ThGH
both cried. But they were dlad to be friends again.

After Jacob and his family lef't Laban, what did God say to
Laban in a dream?

How many 9ears had it been since Jacob stole Esau’s blessing?

How did Jacob and Esau show each other they wanted to be
friends again?
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Genesis 35; 37:1-4

Jacob brought his family back
to his home in Canaan. On the
way, Rachel had a babg, a son
Jacob named Beqjamin. But
Rachel died soon afterward.
Jacob was ter‘riblg sad, because
he loved Rachel very much.

Little Benjamin had a big brother
named dOSGPh. Their father was
Jacob and their mother was
Rachel. JOSGPh and Bergjamin
were the HOUHQGS’( bOUS ina
f‘amilg with twelve sons!




When Joseph was seventeen years old, he went out into the fields
one day. He went to help his ten older brothers, who were taking
care of the sheep and the goats. But while he was there, he saw
his brothers do something that was wrong. That night when he got
home, he told his father. This was a good thing to do, for his father
could talk to his brothers about what they had done. Then maybe
they would not do it again. But of course his brothers were angry
with him for teling on them.

Jacob was an old man when doseph was born. So Jacob loved Joseph
more than he loved Joseph's big brothers. Joseph was Jacob’s
favorite son.

One day Jacob had a beautiful coat made for Joseph. It was a finer
piece of clothing than any of' Joseph’s older brothers had. So Joseph’s
brothers became very jealous. They hated Joseph and never said
one kind word to him after that.

What did JOSGPh do when he was seventeen years oldr
What did Jacob give Joseph to wear?

How did Joseph’s older brothers act when their father gave
dOSGPh a beautif'ul coat?
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Genesis 37:5-36

Oone night af'ter JOSGPh’S father gave him the beautiful coat, JOSGPh
had a strange dream. The next moming he told his Familg about it.




¢ Us were out jn
«a\ O . th s
ground mine p,

: 9 =
{ ¥ -~
~ This dream made his : =
PrOtersZNgreDid e aes~ -
Joseph think they shotld -
bow to him as though : ' =
he were their kKing? 1 ':.M =

63



X s

‘k Then Joseph dreamed that the sun.
the moon, and eleven stars bowed to him.
His brothers were angrier than ever.
Theg knew thGU were the eleven stars.
* The sun and moon must have meant their

father and mother would bow to Joseph too.

Soon af'ter this the brothers took their father’s
sheep to find grass for the sheep to eat.
ThGH walked for several dags to 96'( there.

Later Jacob said to JOSGPh, “Go and see

* how your brothers are getting along.”

So JOSGph went to find them.

When his brothers saw him coming, thGH
began talking to each other about kiling him.
ThGH said, “Let’s throw him into a well.

we’ll say a wild animal ate him. Then
we’ll see what happens to his dreams!”
Joseph’s brother Reuben talked his other
brothers into pUtt]ﬂg dOSGPh ina deep hole

without hurting him. Reuben planned to
come back and take JOSGPh out of the hole.
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When Joseph got there, his brother's took away his beautiful coat and
put him into the deep hole.

As they sat down to eat their lunches, theg Saw some men ooming
along on camels. These men were merchants who were taking things
to sellin the COUH'(F‘H of EgUPt. dOSGPh’S brother Judah said, “Let’s sell
dOSGPh to those men!”

The other brothers agreed - all except Reuben, who wasn’t there at
the time. So they pulled Joseph out of the well and sold him for twentg
pieces of silver: The merchants put him on a camel and took him far
away to the land of Egypt.

When Reuben came back to the well to save doseph, he exclaimed,
“doseph is gone! What shall | do now?”

The brothers killed a goat and dipped doseph’s coat in the blood.
They took the coat to their father and told him they had found it on
the ground.

Jacob knew it was doseph’s coat. He cried and said, “A wild animal
must have eaten doseph. He is dead.” Af'ter that, Jacob told everyone
he would be sad the rest of his life.
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seven plump pieces of grain and seven dried-up pieces. He sent for
Joseph and said, “I had a dream last night. No one has been able to
tell me what it means, but I've heard that you can tell me.”

Joseph said that he could not do it, but that God would. So Pharaoh
told Joseph the dream about cows and the one about grain. Joseph
told the King that both dreams meant the same thing. God was teling
Pharaoh there would be seven years of good crops followed by
seven years when no crops would grow.

Pharaoh didn't send Joseph back to jail. Instead, he put Joseph in
char‘ge of all the land of EQHPt- The Kiﬂg dressed dOSGPh in fine
clothes and gave him a 90|d chain. Now dOSGPh was the governor of
EQUP’(. He was almost as great as Pharaonh.

Dur‘ing the next seven years, dOSGph made the farmers give some of'
their grain to Pharaon. JOSGPh stored this grain in near‘bg cities.

Then the seven years of poor: crops began. Soon all the PGOP|G’S
food was gone, and they asked Pharaoh for something to eat.

Pharaoh said, “JOSGPh will tell HOU what to do.”

Then dOSGph opened the bUildiﬂgS where the gr‘ain was kept and sold
it to the people.

Why did Potiphar put Joseph in jail?

Who helped Joseph to know what the king's two dreams were?
What was God teling Pharaoh in the dreams?

What did Joseph do when Pharaoh put him in charge of the land?
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Genesis 42:1-35

Joseph's brothers were still living in the 1and of' Canaan when crops
stopped growing. Jacob, their father; said, “I hear there is grain in
Egypt. Go and buy some for us.”

So dOSGph’S ten older brothers got on their dOﬂKGHS and rode
for many dags until they came to EQHPL Theg bowed down to
the governor, who was in char‘ge of SGHiﬂg gr‘ain. The brothers
didn’t F‘GCOQHIZG dOSGph N his Eggptian robes, but he knew them
I"igh’( away.

doseph acted as if he didn’t know them. He spoke Ioudly and said,
“You are spies. You have come to see if we are weak.”

“Oh no, sin” his brothers answered. “We have come to bug food.”
They told him their youngest brother was with their father in the land
of Canaan.

JOSGPh said he was sending them back to Canaan to get their HOUﬂgGSt
brother: But one of them would have to stay in Egypt. That was the
only way Joseph could trust them to come back again with their
HOUHQGSt brother: Simeon was the brother that JOSGPh chose to
stay behindl.
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The brothers said to each other that God was punishing them for
selling dOSGPh Iong ago.

Then dOSGPh told his servants to fill his brothers® sacks with grain.
He said to put at the tops of' their sacks the money they had paid for
the grain.

Finally all except Simeon started traveling back home to Canaan. That
night one of' the men opened a sack to get some food, and there was
his moneg! He told the other brothers. Then all of them were afraid
because they dian’t know how the money got there.

When the brothers came home, each one found at the top of' his sack
the money he had paid for the grain. Their father, Jacob, saw the
money, and he was afraid too.
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Genesis 42:36-46:34

Jacob did not want to let Bergjamin, his UOUHQGS’( son, go to EgUPt. But
the f‘amilg needed food. So f‘inallg Jacob let all of' his sons g0, sending
presents of honey, nuts, SPiCGS, and money for the governor.

Once again the brothers bowed down in front of Joseph, just the

way Joseph had dreamed theg would somedag. Then Joseph said,

“It’s time to eat.” He had the brothers sit

in the order of' their ages, and he gave

Benjamin five times as much food as
any of' the others.

p JOSGPh sent his brothers home with

. food. He told a servant to place

? dOSGph'S silver cup in Bery’amin’s

sack. Then the servant chased

e af'ter the brothers, found the cups

and brought them back to dOSGPh.

He told them Beqjamin

would have to stay in

EQHPt for stealing
the cup.
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But Judah asked Joseph to let him stay instead. Then the other brothers
could take Benjamin home to their father.

doseph began to cry. He knew now that his brothers had learned to
care for one another. He told them, “l am your brother doseph!” How
surprised theg all werel

Af'ter thGH all hugged each other; dOSGPh told them not to be sad
about selling him to the merchants. He said it was God’s plan to br‘ing
him to EQUP'(- Because Pharaoh had put him in charge of the grain, he
could keep his famiy dlive by giving them grain for food.

Joseph told his brothers, “Hurry home and bring my father here.”
SO Jacob and all of his family came to live in Egypt.

JOSGph had trusted and obeged God - and God had saved many
PGOPIG thr‘ough him. And one dag, God would send another Rescuer,
Just like Joseph.

Which son did Jacob f' inallg let go to EQHPt?
How did dOSGPh’S dreams from |Oﬂ9 ago come truer
What did Judah offer to do so Benjamin could go home?

Why did Joseph say his brothers should not be sad about
seling him?
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Exodus [:I-2:10

Jacob lived in Egypt until he died. Then his son Joseph and his other
sons grew old and died. But their children grew up and had many
children and grandchildren. After hundreds of years, there were
many people in Jacob’s Familg.

A new king began to rule over EQHP’(. He didn’t know about JOSGPh,
and he was afraid of Jacob’s huge Familg. So he and his Eggptian
PGOP|G made slaves of' Jacob’s Pamilg, now known as the Israelites.
The Israelites worked hard with no pay! But their families grew bigger,
as God had promised.

The new Kiﬂg of EQHP’( was called the Pharaoh,Just as the old Kiﬂg had
been. He told his PGOPIG that they must not let the Israelite babg bOHS
live. But God helped the babies’ families.

Now I'm 90iﬂ9 to tell you about one of' those little babies. The babg’s
mother hid him at home while she made a basket-boat. She smeared
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tar on the outside of It to keep the water out. She knew the little boat
would float safely on the water And she hoped Pharaoh’s soldiers
would not find her baby boy.

The mother put her babg in the basket and floated it among the
bushes at the edge of' the river. Miriam, the babg’s sister; hid near"by
S0 she could help her brother:

Soon a princess, Pharaoh’s daughter: came along and saw the little
boat. When she opened the basket, she felt sorry for the babg inside
and wanted him to be her son.

Miriam, the babg’s sister; asked, “Should | get an Israelite woman to
take care of the babH?” The pr‘incess said yes, so Miriam ran home
and got her mother!

When the babg was older; the pr‘incess sent for him to come and live
in her palace and be her son. She called him Moses.

It was God who kept Moses safe from the Pharaoh’s wicked plans.
God had important things for Moses to do when he was grown up!
And one day, another Deliver would be born as a little baby - and he
too would be saved from a wicked King, just like Moses.

Why did the baby’s mother put him in a basket-boat in the water?
Who found the baby?

How did the baby’s sister help him?

What did the princess name the baby?
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1\ A BURNING BUSH

Exodus 2:l1-4:20

Moses grew up in the palace in Egypt, but he was an Israelite. One
day he killed an Egyptian man who was hurting an Israelite man. Then
Moses ran away to the land of Midian. He lived there for many years.

The Eggptians, who had another new Pharaoh as their Kiﬂg, were
making the PGOPIG of' Israel work very hard. ThGU were hurting the




Israelites, and they cried out to God to rescue them. God heard the
Israelites and he gave Moses 4 job to do. This is how it happened.

one dag Moses was taking care of his f‘amilg’s sheep. Suddenlg he
saw a bush on fire, but the bush didn’t burn up! God called from the
bush, “Moses!”

“Yes, Lord,” Moses said.

God told him, “Take off your sandals, because you are standing on
holg ground.” Then God said he had heard the cries of the Israglites.

The Lord told Moses to go and tell the new Pharaonh, the King of Eggpt,
to stop hurting the Israelites. God also told Moses to lead the people
out of Egypt and back to Canaan.

But Moses said no one would believe that the Lord had sent him.

God told Moses to throw his shepherd’s stick on the ground. Moses
did, and God changed it into a snake! Then the Lord said, “Grab it
by the tai.” Moses did, and it became a shepherd’s stick again. God
helped Moses do this miracle. He told Moses that when the Israelites
saw him do it, they would believe that God had sent him.

Moses said he wasn’t good at talking. God pr‘omised that Moses’
brother, Aaron, could talk to Pharaoh and the people of Israel. God
would tell Moses what to say, and Moses would tell Aaron what to say.

SO Moses made plans to return to Egypt.
What was strange about the bush Moses saw?
What miracle did 6od help Moses do?
Who did God say could talk to Pharaoh for Moses?
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Exodus 4:29-3l; 7-10

Moses and his brother; Aaron, went to Egypt and talked with the
Israelite leaders. God helped Moses turn his shepherd's stick into a
snake. He did another miracle too. Then the leaders believed that God
had sent Moses to lead them out of Egypt.

Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh. They told him that God said, “Let
my people leave EQHPt-” But Pharaoh said no.

SO God told Moses to hit the Nile River with his shepherd’s stick. The
water changed to blood. Soon the Eggptians had no water to drink.
But Pharaoh wouldn’t let God’s people go.

Then God made milions of' FPOQS come up out of the rivers and into
the homes of' the Egyptian people. But Pharaoh stil wouldn't let the
Israelite PGOP|G go.

Moses told Aaron to hit the ground with his shepherd’s stick, and the
dust changed into small biting insects called lice. Theg covered the
Eggptian people and the cows. But Pharaoh wouldn’t let the people go.

The Lord told Moses to meet Pharaoh as he went down to the riven
Again Pharaoh said no, he wouldnt let the people go. So God sent flies,
and they covered the whole country. but there were no flies where
the Israglites lived.
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Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron, “All right, the people of Israel can
go, but not far” But when Pharaoh saw that the flies were gone, he
wouldn’t let the people 90!

Next God sent a sickness that killed the animals of the Egyptians.
But the Israelites® animals stayed healthy. Pharaoh’s heart grew
even harder and more wicked than before, and he would not let the
people go!

Then Moses and Aaron tossed ashes into the air, and sores broke out
on people and animals all over Egypt.

But Pharaoh’s heart was stil wicked, and he wouldn't let the
people 90!

So God sent a hailstorm such as there had never been before.
Ever‘ything out in the storm died. But no hail fell on the PGOPIG of' Israell
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Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron and said, “l have sinned. The Lord
is good. but my people and | are wicked. Beg the Lord to stop the hall,
and | will let you go.”

When Moses PI"dUGd, the halil stopped. But Pharaoh changed his mind
again and wouldn’t let the people 90!

Then locusts came and ate up all the crops of the Egyptians. After
that, it became dark for three dags where the people of Engt lived.
But in the houses of the Israglites, it was as Iight as usual.

Pharaoh said to Moses, “Go and WOI"ShiP the Lord, but don’t take your
sheep and cows.” Moses told Pharaoh theg needed their animals as
gif"[S to God. That made Pharaoh angry. He told Moses to get away
from him and never come back again.

Pharaoh’s heart was hard - he didn’t want God telling him what to do.
But the Israelites and the Egyptians all saw the mighty miracles that
God had done - and one dag, the Lord’s Name would be known not
Just in Egypt, but throughout the world.

What did God want Pharaoh to let the people of' Israel do?

can you name three or four of the terrible troubles God sent
to Pharaoh and the people of EgUPt?

While God was sending troubles to the Eggptians, what was
happening to the Israelites?
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Exodus II-12; | Corinthians 5:7-8

Moses went to Pharaoh one more time. He said that God was 90iﬂg to
send one last terrible trouble. The oldest son in every Eggptian home
would die. Even Pharaoh’s oldest son would die. But not one of' the
Israelite children would be hurt.

Moses lef't af'ter he had said all of' this, |etting Pharaoh sit there.

Then the Lord told the Israelites to get ready to leave Egypt. He told
them to ask the Eggptians for silver and goldJeweer. And the Lord
would make the Eggptians want to giVG theiPJGWGII"H to the PGOPIG
of' Israel.

The Lord said that on the tenth day of the month each family should
Pick a lamb to eat. They should Kill it on the fourth evening af'ter that.
Then they should spr‘inkle the lamb’s blood on each side and on tOP of
the doors to their homes. Theg were 1o stag in their houses and roast
the lamb, God said. And everyone in the house was to eat some of' it.

As theg ate theg had to be dressed to travel, with their shoes on and
their walking sticks in their hands. Theg were to eat in a hUI"I"H, for
that night the oldest son in every Eggptian home would die. And at last
Pharaoh would really let the Israelites go.




God promised that he
would pass over the
houses with blood on the
door: No one would die
there. So the Israelites’
lamb supper: that night
would always be called
the Lord’s “Passover™

Evergthing happened
Just as God said.
Pharaoh got up in the
night with all his people.
There was a cry of
great sadness through
all the land, for in every
Egyptian home the
oldest son was dead.




Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and told them to leave EQUPt
at once and to take all the people of' Israel with them. “Take your
sheep and cows too,” he said, “and leave tOﬂigh’(.” The Eggptians
were afraid theg would all die, so theg begged the Israelites to leave
right away.

God’s people lef't EgHPt that ﬂight, car‘r‘ying their clothes on their
shoulders. The Eggptians gave them silver and QOIOJGWGIF‘H, and fine
clothes, t0o. So the Israelites went away with great riches.

The lamb that was killed in every Israelite home that night was in
some ways like Jesus, our Savior: The lamb died for the people, and
Its blood saved them. That is what happened again many years later;
when Jesus came as the Lamb of God. He died for each of us. Then
he came back to lifel And now he saves all of us who love him.

Just as God did not punish those who had lamb’s

blood around their doors, so it will be when

Jesus comes again. He will not punish those

whose hearts have been made clean from sin. N
Those who love Jesus are clean because of the

blood he gave when he died.

What made the Egyptian families feel sad and afraid?

What did 6od tell the Israelites to do so that he would pass over
their homes and keep them safe?

How Is Jesus like the lambs that died that night?
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EXOUS [3:17-15:21

At last the people of Israel were free,
and God led them toward the Red Sea.
As they traveled, God went ahead of
them in a cloud to show them the way.
The cloud was shaped lie a pillar
reaching up toward heaven. At night
the cloud became a pillar of fire. It gave .
the people light so they could travel
whenever God wanted them to, day or night.

.,

Almost as soon as the Israelites lef't Egypt, )
Pharaoh and his officers were sorry ‘
they had let them go. “Why did we ever
let them get away from us?” theg said.

So Pharaoh and his army 90'( into their chariots
and chased af'ter the people of' Israel.

Theg caught up with them as the Israelites
were camping bH the Red Sea. The Isragelites
saw the Eggptians coming and were afraid.
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Theg blamed Moses for getting them into this trouble. But Moses told
them not to be afraid. “Wait and see what the Lord will do for you,”
he said. “God will Fight for you, So you won’t need to do a thing.”

When Pharaoh and his army were very close, the pillar of' cloud in
front of God’s people moved behind them. It came between them and
Pharaoh’s army. During the ﬂight the pillar was dark on the side where
Pharaoh was. But the side that faced Israel was as bright as firel

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell my people to start marching to the sea.
When they get there, point your shepherd's stick toward the sea,
and a path through the water will open up in front of you. Then my
people will go across on dry ground!”

So Moses did what God had told him to. And the water opened up
ahead of them. It was piled high like walls on each side of the people,
SO they could saFeIg walk across the bottom of the sea on dr‘H ground!

The next morning Pharaoh and his army started across between the
walls of water: But the Lord made the wheels come off the Eggptian
chariots, so they came to a quiok stop.

“Turn around! Let’s get out of herel” the Egyptians shouted. “The
Lord is Fightiﬂg against us. He is for the Israelites.”

But before the Eggptians could get out, the Lord told Moses to PO]ﬂt
his rod toward the sea again. When he did, the water came back
togethen It covered all of the Eggptians.

Moses and the Israelites were safe on the other side of the Red Sea.
Moses’ sister; Miriam, plaged a tambourine. And God’s pGOPIGJOUf‘U"U
sang a song of pr‘aise to the Lord for saving them from Pharaoh.
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*+ And God had a
plan... one day, -
he would send
his Savior to*
lead his people
out of slavery
to sin and into a
new life with him
that would last
forever and ever.

How did God show his PGOPIG the way to 90?
How did God help his PGOP|G get across the Red Sear
What did Miriam and all of God's people do when they were safe?

87



Exodus lo

The Israelites were walking across a big desert to the Promised Land.
Theg 90t UpSGt with Moses because they were hungr‘y. ThGH said that
when they were In Egypt they had plenty of food.

God told Moses he would send meat for the people that evening and
as much bread as they wanted in the morning. Then they would know
that God was taking care of them.

That evening huge flocks of
birds called quail flew into
camp. The people ate

them for supper:

The next morning small

white flakes were all over the
ground. They tasted like bread
with honey. The people called this food
“manna,” which means, “What is it?”

“This is the bread God pr‘omised Hou,"
Moses said.
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God told the people to gather‘ what theg needed for each day. He said
there would be more food every morning. The Lord wanted them to
trust him one day at a time for their food. Some of' the people didn’t
obey. They gathered enough for two days. But the extra manna
spoiled, and worms crawled around in it.

On the sixth dag God sent two times as much manna as on other days.
That was because the next day was the Sabbath day, when God told
everyone to rest. On that day there was no manna. So on the sixth
daU the people could save manna for the next dag and it didn’t SpOil.

The Israelites ate manna every dag for f'OI"tH gears!

What did God giVG the PGOPIG to eat for SUPPGI"?
What did God send them in the morning six days a week?
How |0ﬂ9 did the PGOPIG eat this food?
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A CoMMANDMEN T

Exodus 19-20; 24;
Deuteronomy 5; Matthew 5:2|-22

The Israelites came to the bottom of Mount Sinai two months af'ter
|66Viﬂ9 EQHP’(. Moses went to the tOP of' the mountain, where God gave
him Ten Commandments. These commandments are for gveryone
to follow.

[. You must not have any other QOd but me.

This means that we must love God more than anyone or angthing else.

2. You must not make any idol, or bow down to one, or WOI"ShiP it.

An idol is anything that we love more than God. Some people make
statues, or idols, from wood or stone. They believe that the idols are
gods. We can love many things more than God, even good things like
our family, friends, or toys. God is the one who created us so we are
to worship and love no one but him.

3. You must not use the name of' the Lord your Godin the wrong way.
Whenever we speak God’s name, we must do it with r‘espect,
r‘emembering how gr‘eat and hOlH a name it is. We are not to swear:
4. Remember 10 keep the Sabbath day holy.

God tells his people not to work on the seventh day. This is because
God rested on the seventh dag af'ter his six dags of' creation.
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5. Honor your father and your mother:

Next to God, the most impor‘tant PGOP|G to obeg are parents.
We honor them bH doing what th@H tell us.

6. You must not commit murder:

We must not kill other PGOP|G. When God’s Son, Jesus, came to earth
many years later; he said that hating someone is as bad as Kil"ﬂg
that person.

7. You must not commit adultery.

When a married man sleeps with a woman who is not his wife, or
a married woman sleeps with @ man who is not her husband, it is
called adulterg.
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8. You must not steal.

We must not take angthing that belongs to someone else. If you have
ever done this, God says you should give it back or pPay for it.

9. You must not tell lies.

This means we must never say angthlng about another person that
isn’t true. And don’t leave out a little or add a little to make it dif'ferent
from the real truth.

[0. You must not covet or IOﬂg to have what belongs to UOUI" neighbon

We must not be UPSGt when we can't have thiﬂgS God giVGS to
other people.

EVGI"HOHG heard loud thunder and a tr‘umpet blast. The people Saw
|i9htﬂiﬂ9 and smoke. And they were afraid. Moses came down from
the mountain and told them God hadn't come to hurt them - he just
came to show his power.

Moses once again gave the people the instructions God had given
him. All of the people said together: “We Will obeg God. We will do
ever‘gthing he commands us to do.”

can you name three or four of the Ten Commandments? Read
the rest of them.

When Moses told the people God’s commands, what did the
people say ’(hGU would dor
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The frame of the Tabernacle would be made of boards covered
with gold.

The frame would be covered with cloth that was blue, PUPPIG, and red.
And a beautif'ul curtain would divide the Tabernacle into two rooms.

There would be a little Hal"d with a wall of curtains all around the
Tabernacle. An altar would stand in the Har‘d.

The Lord said that Aaron and his sons would be priests. They would
offer to God the animals that the people brought. Aaron, the high
priest, would be in charge.

God said Aaron was to wear a IOﬂg robe. Over the robe he would
have a blue coat. Hanging from the coat would be blue, purple, and
red Ham made to look like fruit. Aaron was also to wear a vest with
twelve beautiPulJewels on it. On his head Aaron would wear a turban
with a band of’ 90|d. These words were to be written on the band:
“Set apart as hOlH to the Lord.”

Why did God want the Tabernacle to be easy to take apart
and PUt together‘ again?

How was the Tabernacle like your church building? How was
it different?

What was special about Aaron? Tell about his clothes.
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Exodus 3l:18-34:35

When the Lord had finished talking with Moses, he gave him the two
tablets of stone on which he had written the Ten Commandments.
Moses had been with God on Mount Sinai for forty days and forty
nights, learning about all the things God wanted his people to do.

Meanwhile, the people of Israel were camped at the foot of the
mountain. They were tired of waiting for Moses. So they said to Aaron,
“We don't know what has become of Moses. We want to worship
idols, like all the other
nations do.”

“All right,” Aaron

said. “Bring me the

gold earrings that

belong to your wives and
children.” Aaron melted
the earrings in a fire and
poured the gold into a

big lump, which he made
into the shape of' a calf.




The people bowed to the gold calf and said it was their god. Aaron
built an altar in front of it. Earlg the next morning. the PGOP|G gave
oFFerings to the calf' instead of to the Lord. Theg had a big partg,
eating and getting drunk and dancing around the calf.

God told Moses, who was still on the mountain, “Quick! Go back down.
The people have done a very wicked thing. Theg have made a calf
and are wor‘shiping it. Theg are calling it their god.”

Moses hurried down the mountain with the two tablets of' stone in his
hands. His helper; Joshua, was with him. As they came near the camp,
Moses saw the people dancing in front of the gold calf. In great
anger he threw the two tablets of stone down the mountain, and they
broke into many pieces.

Moses ran the rest of the way down the mountain. He smashed the
calf and ground the 90|d into powden Then he threw the powder into
the water and made the people arink it.
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A terrible punishment from the Lord came upon his people because
of their sin. About three thousand of them died that day.

The next day Moses said that he would pray for the people. So he
told God that the people had sinned terribly because they had made a
gold idol and worshiped it. But he asked God to forgive his people and
begged God to stay with them. The Lord listened to Moses® prayer
and finally promised to forgive his people and stay with them.

Then God told Moses to make two stone tablets like the ones he had
broken. God said he would write the Ten Commandments again.

So Moses made two new tablets of POCK,JUSt like those he had broken.
He went back to the tOP of Mount Sinai ear‘ly in the morning, carrHing
the tablets. And the Lord came down in a cloud. Moses prayed again
that the Lord would forgive the people of Israel.

God pr‘omised that he would do wonderful things for the Israelites.
He would drive out the wicked people of Canaan to make room for
his people to live there instead.

And God had a plan... one dag, a gr‘eater‘ Leader than Moses would
come and he would save God’s rebellious people.

What did the people of' Israel ask Aaron to make for them?

What two things did Moses do to show how upset he was with
the people?

When Moses asked God to forgive the people and stay with
them, what did God say he would do?
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Exodus 35-40;
Leviticus lo; Hebrews 7

Now it was time to build the Tabernacle. Moses invited the PGOPIG to
bring their gifts of gold, silver; bronze, wood, and whatever else was
needed. Each Familg gladly bl"OUght gif‘tS. Finally there was GﬂOUgh,
but the people kept bPiﬂgiﬂg more. Moses had to tell them to StOp!

Workers chosen by God made curtains for the roof' and walls of' the
Tabernacle. They also made a curtain to hang inside it, and another
for the entrance. Theg covered board frames with gola. Theg put
cloth over the whole Tabernacle.

Then the workers made Aaron’s beautiful clothes. Gold bells at the
bottom of' hisrobe chimed as Aaron went in and out of' the Tabernacle.

One worker made the Ark of the Covenant. This beautiful box with
two 90|d angels on '(Op was the most important part of' the Tabernacle
because it was a speoial place to meet with God.

When the Tabernacle was finished, the cloud pillar that had led the
people came down and covered it. God’s glory filled the Tabernacle.

The Ark was In the inner room. This room was called the Most Holy
Place. The Lord told Moses that Oﬂ|8 Aaron, the high pr‘iest, could go
in there. And Aaron could go there OH|U once every year.
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Aaron offered gif'ts or sacrifices for his sins and for the sins of
the people. Many years later; Jesus, the Savior; was born. After he
grew up, he did not offer sacrifices. But he became a sacrifice
when he died on a cross for our
sins. Aaron is not alive todag and
cannot pray for us. But Jesus
came back to life. Then he
went up to heaven. Jesus is
alive in heaven, and every day
he is asking God to forgive us
when we pray.

How did families help with the building of the Tabernacie?
What did Aaron offer God for the sins of the Peepteg- o
How did Jesus become a gift or sacrifice to God?
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Leviticus 23

The Lord told the people of Israel to have several religious holidags
each year. Here are three of them.

The first was the Passover. This celebration was to remind God’s
people of the night their families came out of Engt. Each year God
wanted them to remember how he had passed over the Israelite
homes in EQUPt and had kept their families safe. For the Passover
holiday, the peOple were to eat lamb dur‘ing the ﬂ]‘ght,\JUSt as theg did
that first time. For seven dags af'terward, theg were to eat bread
that was flat. It was like the bread the people had taken with them
when theg lef't EQHPt- God didn’t want his peOple ever to f‘orget
the terrible troubles he had sent to Pharaoh. God had kept sending
troubles until that Egyptian king let the people of Israel go.

Seven weeks af'ter the Passover, there was to be a one-dag Harvest
Festival. The peOple were to thank God for sending rain and sunshine
to make their crops grow. They were to thank him for the grain they
had pUt in barns, giViﬂg them enough food for another year:
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After the people of' Israel arrived at their new home in Canaan, theg
were to celebrate the Festival of Shelters for seven days each year.
buring that week all the people were to move out of their houses
and stay in little shelters made from tree branches. That would help
them remember the forty years when they lived like that out in the
lonely wilderness.

What did 6od want his people to remember during their
Passover celebration?

What were the people to thank God for during the
Harvest Festival?

EVGI"H year for the Festival of Shelters, Why were God’s
people to live in little houses for a week?
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Numbers 20:1-13

During their FOF"(H years in the wilderness, God’s PGOPIG ran out of
water several times. Each time that happened, theg were UPSGt with
Moses. “WhU did you make Uus leave Egypt?" they shouted. “We’re
going to die of thirst.”

God told Moses and Aaron to take the shepherd’s stick and gather‘ all
the people by a rock. “Speak to the rock,” God said to Moses. “Then
water will gush out. There will be plenty for everyone.”

So Moses took his shepher‘d’s stick and called the PGOP|G together: But
instead Of'JUSt speaking to the rock as the Lord had told him to, Moses
Helled angrilg at the PGOPIG. “Listen, all of you who are upset. Must
we get water from the rock?” Then he hit the rock two times with
his shephera’s stick, even though God had told him just to speak to it.

SUddGﬂlH water began FlOWiﬂg from the rock. All the people and their
animals drank until theg had enough. But God said, “Moses, you didn’t
believe me. You didn’t think it would work just to speak to the rock as
| told you to. So you hit it two times. The people would have seen how
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great | am if water had come
from the rock when you OﬂlU
Spoke to it. Now | will not let
you lead my people into

the Promised Land.”

How sad that Moses did
wrong. He had looked
forward to going into the
Promised Land. But now
he would never be able
to do that.

What did God tell Moses to do to get water?
What did Moses do instead?

What happened because Moses didn’t believe God?
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Numbers 22-24

As the Israelites continued to move toward Canaan, they came to
Moab, where Balak was the king. King Balak thought the people wanted
to ﬂght with him, and he knew there were too many of' them for his
soldiers to win. So the king sent messengers to a man named Balaam
and asked him to curse the PGOPIG of' Israel. To curse PGOP|€ means
to ask God to make bad things happen to them.

The messengers told Balaam that the king would make him rich if' he
would curse the PGOPlG of Israel. Balaam hoped that God would let him
go with the messengers.

God did let Balaam go with them. “But,” God said, “do only what |
tell you to do.” So Balaam got up earlg in the mor‘ning, saddied his
dOﬂKGH, and started of'f with the messengers the king had sent.

God was angry with Balaam for wanting to go with the men. So God
sent an angel with a sword to stand in front of Balaam on the road.
Balaam couldn’t see the angel, but his donkey could. She ran into the
field by the side of the road. Balaam beat his donkey and told her
to behavel

The angel went farther ahead and stood in a narrow place. The
dOﬂKGH tried to get bU but crushed Balaam’s foot against a wall.
Balaam beat her again.
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Balaam said she had made him look like a fool. “If | had a sword, I’'d
kil Hou,” Balaam said.

The dOﬂKGH asked, “Have | ever done angthing like this before?”
“No,” Balaam said, “HOU haven’t.”

Then the Lord helped Balaam see the angel. Balaam was afraid and
threw himself' on the ground in front of the angel. The angel said,
“Why did you hit your donkey three times? | came here to stop you
from doing wrong. The donkey saw me and got out of the way.”
Then the angel told Balaam to go on with the messengers. But he was
to say only what God would tell him to say.

So Balaam went to see King Balak. The king took Balaam up on a high
hill to curse the Israelites. But Balaam blessed the Israelites instead,
because God told him to. This happened three times. The Kiﬂg was
angry when Balaam blessed the Israelites. “l sent for you to curse
my enemies,” Kiﬂg Balak gr‘OWled. Then he told Balaam to go home.
So Balaam did.

- Why did Balaam’s donkey keep stopping?

Have HOU ever heard a dOﬂKGH speak?

- What did this donkey say?
Why did the angel come to Balaam?
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Deuter‘onomy 3l; 34;
Joshua I:1-5:12

Moses said good-bye to his people, the Israelites. He knew it was time
for them to go into the Promised Land. He said that Joshua would be
the new leader: Then Moses climbed to the tOP of' a mountain and died.
Since that time there has never been another IeaderJust like Moses.

After Moses died, God said to Joshua, “Now you must lead my people.
Take them across the Jordan River into the land | promised them. Be
strong and brave, and be sure to obey all of my laws. Then you wil
always be successful. bon't be afraid, for | will be with you wherever
you go.”

Then Joshua sent two men across the Jordan River to check out
the Promised Land around the city of Jericho. When they came to
Jericho, they went into the house of @ woman named Rahab. Some
men from the city came there, looking for the Israelite men.

Rahab had hidden the two men on the flat roof' of her house. But she
told the Kiﬂg’S messengers that the men had lef't the Ci’(U.

That evening Rahab said to the two Israelites, “I know that the Lord
has given this COUﬂtI"U to your people. Promise that you won’t let any
of my Familg be kiled when Israel takes over this CitH."
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_ ‘The men prom|sed ‘,

""-'f" must keep it a

- secret that theg
“had been in JGPIC
Rahab War‘ned ]
“them to h|de,|n the
‘nearbyhils for

three days until th
soldiers stopped
Iooklng For‘ them.

Rahab’s house was
built on the thick,
high wall around the
city. So she used a
rope to let the two
men down on the
outside of the wall.




The men told Rahab to leave the red rope hanging from the window
of her house. Then no one in her Familg would be hurt when the
Israelite army came to take the CitH.

After three days the Israelite men went back across the river to tell
Joshua what had happened.

Early the next morning Joshua and the people traveled to the Jordan
River: Three days later Joshua said, “Tomorrow we will cross the
river; and the Lord will do wonderful things among you. The priests
will go first, carrying the Ark. As soon as their feet touch the water,
the river will stop flowing, and they will walk through on dry ground!”
(The Ark was the gold box with two gold angels on top, remember?
Inside the box were the two stone tablets on which God had written
the Ten Commandments.)

Everything happened just as Joshua had said. When the priests stepped
into the water; it opened up in front of them. So they walked on dr‘y
ground into the middle of the river: The priests waited there while all
the people walked past them into the Promised Land of' Canaan.

After all the people had crossed the river; the pr‘iests followed. As
soon as they stepped onto the shore on the other side, the river
began Flowing again!

The Israelites set up camp. And in the fields around them ’(hGU found
some gr‘ain, which thGH roasted and ate. It was the first time they
had eaten angthin\g but manna for FOI"tH Hearsl After that, the manna
stopped coming. God didn’t need to send it anymore because in
Canaan there was plenty of food.



The pr‘omise—heeping God had kept his promises and bI"OUght the
people into the land of milk and honey! And one day, God’s King
would lead his people into a Promised Land which would last forever
and even.

Who became the leader of the Israelites af'ter Moses died?

What did Rahab ask two Israelite men to do for her Familg in
Jericho?

When the pr‘iests stepped into the Jordan River; what happened?
WhU did God StOP sending mannar

Who is God’s Promised King and what is the Promised Land that
will last forever and ever?
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Joshua 5:13-6:27

Joshua lef't the Israelite camp and walked to Jericho to check out the
CitH with its high walls. Looking up, he saw a man with a sword in his
hand. Joshua went l"ight up to him. “Are youa friend or an enemg?”
he asked.

“l'am in char‘ge of the Lord’s ar‘my,” the man said. Joshua could tell
that this was not an ordinarH man. This was the Lord, who had come
to help his people. So Joshua fell to the ground and worshiped him.

The PGOP|€ of' Jericho had shut the C]tH gates to StOp the Israelites
from com]ng in. But the Lord told Joshua how to win the Pight against
the city.

The Lord said, “Have all the Israelite soldiers march around the city
once every dag for six dags. Seven priests will walk ahead of the
Ark.” Then God said, “Each priest will carry a ram's horn.” (Did you
know that a ram is a male sheep? Its horns were often used as
musical horns, like trumpets.)
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“On the seventh day,” said the Lord, “march around Jericho, not
once, but seven times. Do this Whie the priests blow their horns.
After the seventh time around, the priests must blow a |Oﬂ9, loud
blast. When you hear this, have everyone giVG a mightg shout. Then
the walls of' the CitH will fall down flat, and all of my PGOP|6 can walk
right in!”

Joshua told the people what God had said. They did as the Lord
commanded.

The first daU theg all marched around the citU once, the priests
Following behind the soldiers and blowing their horns. Then came the
pr‘iests who carried the Ark with the Ten Commandments inside.

On the second day they marched around the city again. They did this
for six days.
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BUt on the seventh day the Israelites got up early, before it was light,
and marched around the city seven times. The last time around, the
priests blew a great blast on their horns. And Joshua called out to his
people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city!”

The people gave a loud shout, and at that moment the walls of the
city tumbled down. So they rushed into Jericho and took it. They
saved the silver; 90|d, iron, and bronze for God’s house. And the two
men who had staged at Rahab’s house made sure that she and her
Pamily were safe.

Who talked to Joshua about how to win the f‘i\ght against Jericho?
What did the people do for six days?
What happened on the seventh day?
Who in the CitH of' Jericho was safe?
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After Joshua died, the people of lIsrael began worshiping idols.
The Lord was very angry about this and sent armies to f ight against
his PGOPIG.

But when God’s PGOPIG StOPPGd WOI"ShiPiﬂg the idols and asked the
Lord for his help, he gave them leaders called Judges. The JUGQGS
helped them fight against their enemies and win. Yet as soon as God
set the people free, they f'OI"gOt him and sinned again by worshiping
idols. This sinning and coming back to God went on for more than three
hundred gear‘s! Dur‘ing that time, the Israelites had fifteen leaders.
One of them was a woman named Deborah.
Another was a man named Gideon.

This is Gideon’s story.

After forty years of freedom, the people
of' Israel began worshiping idols again.
Then the Midianites came to fight them

and make slaves of' them. As they had done ¢
before, the Israelites cried to the Lord for

help. So the Lord sent Gideon to be their judge.



one dag Gideon was threshing wheat, separating the grain from the
straw. As he worked, the Lord came to him in the form of an angel.

“You will free the people of Israel from the Midianites!” the Lord
told him.

“But, Lord, how can | do that?” Gideon asked.

“That’s easg!” the Lord replied. “I will be with you, and you Will wipe
out their whole armg!”

Soon a Iarge army of Midianites came and camped nearbg. Gideon
blew ahorn and called the men of Israel to go with him and fight them.

But first Gideon wanted God to show that he was going to help him fight
the Midianites. Gideon said he would leave some wool on the gr‘ound all
ﬂight. If' the wool was wet with dew and the QPOUﬂd around it was dr‘g
in the morning, he would know that the Lord was going to help him.

So Gideon lef't the wool on the QPOUHG all ﬂight. Ear‘lg the next mor‘ning
the wool was full of water; but the gr‘ound around it was dr‘y. It was
a miraclel

Then Gideon asked God to make the ground wet with dew and 1o let
the wool stag dI"H. God said he would, so Gideon lef't the wool out
another ﬂight. In the mor‘ning the wool was drg, but the ground all
around it was wet. This was another miracle!

Gideon knew now that God would help him fight the Midianites. But God
told Gideon that his army was 100 big.

“Send some of your men home,” God said. “Anyone who is afraid
may leave.”
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When Gideon told his men this, 22,000 of them went home, while
10,000 staged.

“There are still too mang!” the Lord said. “Bring them down to the
river, and | will choose the ones | want in the battle.”

So Gideon bI"OUght the men to the river; and ’(hGU began to drink. Some
lifted the water to their mouths in their hands, and some StOOde
down to put their mouths into the water: The Lord said that OHIH the
three hundred men who drank from their hands could go to the battlel

Gideon put those men in three groups and gave each one a horn and
a clay jar with a burning torch inside. He told them that when they
came to the camp of the Midianites, they must all smash their jars,
blow their horns, and shout, “For the Lord and for Gideon!” That’s
what they did in the middie of the night.

When the Midianites heard the noise and saw the fire of the torches,
theg ran for their lives. The Lord made them so afraid that theg even
began Fightiﬂg one anothen.

Gideon and his men chased them across the Jordan River: So the
Midianites were driven out of Canaan, and the people of' Israel were
no |onger their slaves.

What two miracles did God do with Gideon's wool?
Why did 22,000 men leave Gideon’s army?

How many men did God tell Gideon he could KGGP for the battle?
How did God help Gideon’s army defeat the huge Midianite army?
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Judges 13; 16:4-I4

The PGOPIG of' Israel sinned again by WOPShiPiﬂg idols. This time theg
became slaves to the Philistines for FOPtH years. But a man named
Manoah and his wife were among those who still WOPShiPGd the Lord.

One day the angel of the Lord came to
tell Manoah’s wife that she and her
husband would have a son. He
would be set apart for God.
He was never to drink wine or
any other drink like it. And he
was never to have his hair cut.
Someday he would free Israel
from the Philistines.

When their son was born, they
named him Samson. He grew up
and became very strong. It was
God who made him strong.

But iff Samson’s hair was

ever cut, God's power and
strength would leave him.
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Samson, who was Israel’sJudge or leader for '(WGH’(H years, fell in
love with a Philistine woman named Delilah. The leaders of* the Philistines
told Delilah they would give her 1,100 silver coins. All she had to do was
find out what made Samson StI"Oﬂg. So Delilah begged Samson to tell
her how he became strong and how he could be made as weak as
other men.

Samson told her a lie. He said that if he were tied with seven wet
strings from a bow, he would be as helpless as anyg other man.
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Delilah told this to the Philistine leaders. They brought her wet strings
and hid in the room. She tied Samson up while he was asleep.
Then she cried out, “The Philistines are here to get you, Samson!”
He woke up and broke the wet strings as easily as if' they were tiny,
dried-up threads.

Delilah was upset that Samson had told her a lie, so she begged him
to tell her the truth. How could he be tied up so that he couldn’t get
awag? This time Samson said that if he were tied with two new ropes
that had never been used before, he would not be able to break
them. So she tied him with two new ropes while men hid in the room
again. As before, she called out to tell him that the Philistines were
coming to get him. But he broke the new ropes too.

Delilan scolded Samson for IHiﬂg to her again, and once more she
begged him to tell her how to tie him so he couldn’t 96'( away. He said
that if' she would weave his long hair into a loom, his strength would
leave him and he would be helpless. So she did this. But when she told
him the Philistines were coming, Samson was as str‘ong as evern.

What happy news did the angel of the Lord give Manoah
and his wife?

When Samson grew up, who made him strong?
What would make God’s strength leave Samson?
What did the Philistine leaders ask Delilah to do?
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Judges lo:5-6, [5-3|

Delilah, the Philistine woman whom Samson had fallen in love with,
turned out to be one of Samson’s enemies. She tried to make Samson
tell & very important secret. If he told her what made him so strong,
the Philistine men would be able to take him.

Day after day Delilah begged Samson to tell her what made him strong.
She gave him no rest. At last he got so tired of' listening to Delilah that
he told her the truth. He said that his hair had never been cut. If it
were, he would no |Oﬂ96f‘ be StPOﬂg, but as weak as other men.

Delilah could tell that Samson was finally teling the truth. She sent this
message to the Philistine leaders: “Come once more. This time he has
told me the truthl” So theg came again and bl"OUght her the money
theg had pr‘omised.

Then, while Samson was asleep, one of the Philistine men cut his hair:

Delilah woke Samson up and told him that the Philistines were coming
to get him. He thought he could get away as he always had before,
because he didn't know that he no longer had God's strength and
power: God had let his strength go away. Samson could no longer
fight against the Philistines. So they tied him with heavy bronze chains.
They made him blind and put him in prison, where he had to work
hard grinding their corn.
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While he was in Pl"iSOﬂ, his hair began to grow Iong again. Then the
Lord gave him back his strength.

Oone dag the Philistine leaders called the people together‘ to offer a
sacrifice to their 90(1, Dagon. EVGI"HOHG praised Dngﬂ at his temple
because theg thOUght he had helped them catch Samson.

“Send for Samson so we can tease him,” someone said. So a young
man led blind Samson out of pI"iSOﬂ and set him between the two
pillars that held up the temple roof. Samson told the young man he
wanted to put his hands on the pillars so he could lean against them.
So the young man plaoed Samson’s hands on the pillars.

The temple was filled with people, including all the Philistine leaders.
Many of the people were having a par‘tg on the roof, Iaughing
at Samson.

Samson pr‘aged, “0O Lord, please help me. Please make me strong one
more time.” He pushed against the two pillars and said, “Let me die
with the Philistines.” As he pushed hard, the pillars moved apart. Then
the roof' fell on the Philistine leaders, and all the people died.

Samson died too. But as he died, more of the enemies of Israel died
with him than had died while he was alive. His f‘amilg came for his bodg
and took it back home so theg could burg him near his father.

Why did Samson finally tell Delilah his secret?
What did the Philistines do to Samson then?
How did Samson use his strength when God gave it back to him?
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Ruth

During the time thatJudges ruled Israel, a man moved his Family from
Israel to the land of Moab so theg could have food to eat. His sons
each married a young woman from Moab, and they all lived there
for about ten years. Then the man and his two sons died, |eavin9 his
wif'e, Naomi, alone with her two daughters—in-law.

Naomi wanted to go back home to the CitH of Bethlehem in Israel.
Her daughter‘s-in-law started the ’(l"ip with her.

When she told them thGU should go back
to their own homes, thGH cried. One of’
them, Orpah, went back to Moab.

But Ruth didn’t want to leave Naomi.

“I’ll go with HOU," Ruth said, “and
live wherever you live. Your friends
will be my friends, and your God
will be my God.”

So Naomi let Ruth come with her
to Bethlehem.
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One day Ruth said to Naomi, “Let me go out to the fields. | will pick up
grain dropped bH the workers.” She knew that one of God’s laws
said that people with fields were to let poor PGOPIG PiCK up any grain
that the field workers lef't. Theg could take this home to make food.

Naomi said Ruth could go to the fields. So Ruth found a field belonging
to a man named Boaz and began PiCKiﬂg up the grain that his workers
left. When Boaz came out to the field later that morning, he asked
the man in charge, “Who is that young woman over therer”

“She is the one who came with Naomi from the land of Moab,” the
man replied.




Boaz went over and talked to Ruth. He was kind and told her to stay
with his workers. When she was thirsty, he said she should help
herself to as much water as she wanted. And he told her to sit with
his workers and eat the lunch he PUt out for them.

Ruth thanked him and asked him why he was so kind to her: Boaz said
it was because he knew about her kindness to her mother-in-law. He

knew that she had lef't her Familg and the land where she was born.
She had come to live among the PGOPIG of Israel to WOI"ShiP God.




Ruth stayed in the fleld until evening. Then she took the grain she
had gathered and carried it home to her mother-in-law. Naomi was
happg to see how much Ruth bl"OUght. She asked Ruth who had let her
pick the grain.

Ruth said, “The man’s name is Boaz.” Naomi was surprised because
he was from her husband’s f‘amilg!

Ruth went back day af'ter dag until the grain was all gathered.

One day Naomi said to Ruth, “Boaz will be WOPK]ﬂg with the grain
tonight.” She told Ruth to find Boaz, and she told her what to say
to him.

Boaz worked hard that night. After a big supper; he Iag down for the
night beside a pile of grain. When it was dark, Ruth went over and
|aH at his feet. Around midnight he woke up, SUI"PI"iSGd that someone
was there. “Who is it?” he asked.
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“It’s only me, sin” Ruth r‘eplied. Then she said what Naomi had told her
1o say. Because he was from Naomi’s husband’s f‘amilg, Ruth said she
wanted him to marry her and take care of her.

The idea pleased him very much. “May the Lord bless you, my
child,” he replied. He said he would gladly marry her; if he could, but
first he needed to make sure it was all right with another man in
Naomi’s family.

The next dag Boaz talked with the man, and he told Boaz to marry
Ruth. Soon ten city leaders in Bethlehem learned about it. All of them
prayed that the Lord would bless Ruth and Boaz.

Naomi was happg when Boaz married Ruth. She was even happier‘
when the Lord gave them a son. They named the baby Obed, and
they loved him very much. So did his grandmothen Naomil

And one day, there would be one even gr‘eater‘ Protector who would
love and care for his people and shelter them under his WiﬂgS forever.
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Job -9

There was a man in the land of Uz named Job, who worshiped God
and always did what was good and right. God gave him seven sons
and three daughters. And he had 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000
oxen, 500 donkeys, and many servants. His animals were worth a lot
of money. In fact, he was the richest man in that part of the world.

After many years, God let all of Job’s animals and children be
taken from him. God let this happen to see if' Job would still love and
WOI"ShiP him.

Job said, “I had ﬂOthiﬂg of my own when | was born, and | will have
ﬂOthiﬂg when | die. It was God who gavememy children and everything
else | had. And now it is God who has taken them all away. He knows
what is best, and I thank him for being the great 6od that he is.”

To test Job even more, God let him be covered with sores. Job’s wife
became angry. She said, “Why do you still trust God? Speak against
him for treating you like this.”
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Job answered her;, “You are talking
like a foolish woman. Af'ter God has
given us S0 many 900d thiﬂgS, Should
we not accept bad thiﬂgS too?”
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So Job still said ﬂOthiﬂg that was wrong.

Three friends came to comfort Job. Theg cried and sat beside him
on the ground. TheU said nothing for many dags because they could
see how bad he felt.

These friends thought Job’s troubles had been sent to him because
he had done things that were wrong. After a while they said, “You
must have sinned. But if you will be sorry for your sins, God wil
Forgive you and make you well again.”

Job knew he had not done angthing wrong. He said to them, *“You
came to help me feel better; but your words don’t help me at all. |
wish you hadn’t come.”

Then Job said, “l wish that God would let me die so that | wouldn't
need to go through such sad times anymore! Oh, that | had someone
to speak to God for me, for he doesn’t listen to my prayers anymore.
Yet | know that my Savior is alive, and that after many years he will
come to earth. And someday | shall rise from the grave and see God
for mgself‘.”

JOb’S £ PIGﬂdS say that UPSG'( hlm? :

- .»_’.Whom woud dob see somedag?
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Job 20-42

When Job could neither die nor get well, he became UPSGt. He began
to say that his troubles were too gr‘eat and that God was being unkind
to him.

Instead of' trying to cheer up Job, his three friends kept teling him he
must have been very bad to have so much pain. Job became angry
with his friends, and theg became angry with him. ThGH kept on
talking back and forth for a long time, and all of' them said things they
shouldn’t have.

Then God spoke through the wind. He reminded Job that he had made
the earth, the sea, and the sky. God made it clear that he is the one
who gives the wild animals their food and feeds the young birds when
they are hungry. It is God who gives the beautiful tail to the peacock
and the feathers to the ostrich. He makes the horse fast and strong
and brave. He teaches the eagle to bulld her nest on the high rocks
and to find food for her young ones.
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Af'ter God spoke, Job knew he had sinned when he said that God was
unkind. “| have spoken of things that | don’t understand. | am sorry
for my sin, and | sit here in the dust to show how sorry | am.”

After this the Lord made Job well again. God blessed Job two times
as much as before. Now Job had 1,000 sheep, ©,000 camels, 2,000
oxen, and 1,000 donkeys. He also had seven more sons and three
more daughter‘s. SO now, COUﬂtiﬂg those alr‘eadg in heaven, he had
two times as many children as before.

Job lived M0 years more after all these things happened to him.
And he died when he was a very old man.
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What were some things God reminded Job about?
How did Job show he was sorry for saying 6od was unkind?

What 900(1 things did God do for Job af'ter all of his sad times?
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JoN
Jonah

L0ﬂ9 ago Nineveh was one of the greatest cities in the world, but it
was also a very wicked CitH.

Oone dag God said to the prophet Jonah, “Go to Nineveh. Tell the people
that | am going to punish them because of their sins.”

But Jonah didn’t want to go. Instead, he ran away to doppa, a CitH bU
the sea. There he found a Ship headed in the opposite direction from
Nineveh. So Jonah bought a ticket and got on board to try to get away
from God.

Af'ter the Ship sailed out to sea, the Lord sent a Stl"Oﬂg wind. The Sh]p
was in danger of sinking. But Jonah had gone to sleep at the bottom
of the ship. The captain found him and woke him up.

“How can you S|66p like this?” the captain shouted. “Get up and pray
to your God. Perhaps he will help us so we won't die.”

Then the sailors said to one another; “This storm has been sent
because someone on the Ship has done something wrong. Let’s draw
straws to find out who it is.”

Theg did, and Jonah drew the short one. Theg said to him, “Tell us,
what wicked thing have you done? What countr‘g do you come frome”
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The sailors didn't want to do it. But they knew they had to. As soon as
they threw Jonah into the water; the wind stopped and the sea was
stil. The men were amazed. ThGU wor‘shiped God and pr‘omised to
ObGH him.

The Lord sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah as soon as he was thrown
into the water! Jonah staged glive in the fish three days and three
nights. He told God he was sorry about his sin. God heard his prayer
and told the fish to spit him out on the shore.

Then God spoke to Jonah a second time. “Go to Nineveh,” he said,
“and give the people there my message.”

So Jonah went to Nineveh. There he shouted out God’s message. “In
FOFtH days Nineveh willbe destr‘oged because of the sins of' its people.”

When the king of Nineveh and his people heard this, they believed that
God had sent Jonah, and theg believed what he said would come true.
Theg stopped doing things that were wrong and started praying
to God.

God knew that the pGOP|G were sorry. So he did not destr‘og the CitH
af'ter all.




Jonah was very angry about this, because the people of Nineveh
were enemies of Israel. Jonah was also afraid that people would
laugh at him and say he didn’t know what he was talking about.

He said to the Lord, “l knew you wouldn’t destroy the city. That’s Why
[ ran away. Now | would rather die than live.”

Jonah went to a place outside the C]tH and waited to see if God would
destr‘og it. That ﬂight the Lord caused a vine to grow, and the next
day its thick leaves shaded Jonah’s head from the hot sun. He was
very glad it was there. But soon God sent a worm that ate through
the stem, and the vine died. Then God sent a hot wind, and the sun
beat down on Jonah. He grew tired and sick from the heat. Again he
became angry.

Then God said, “You are angry because | have destroged the vine,
but you want me to dGS'(I"OH Nineveh. That’s a Ci’(H with more than
120,000 people who don't know the right way to livel Shouldn’t | care
about them?”

SO God taught Jonah how wrong he was to wish that Nineveh would
be dGStI"OUGd.

How did Jonah trg to get away from God?
How did God save Jonah when sailors threw him overboard?

Whg was Jonah angry that the PGOPIG of Nineveh were sorry
for their sins?

What did 6od plant to teach Jonah not to be upset?
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| Samuel 1-3

Hannah and her husband went to the Tabernacle in Shiloh every year
to worship God.

Hannah was unhappg because she had no children. So one dag while
Hannah was at the Tabernacle, she prayed for a son. She promised
that her child would serve God all his life.

Eli the PI"iGSt saw Hannah’s liPS moving. But he couldn’t hear her
speaking. He thOUght she was drunk.

Hannah told him, “Oh no, sir; | am not drunk. | am pr‘aging with all my
heart.” Eli told her he hoped God would give her what she praged for.

God answered Hannah’s prayer and gave her a son. She named him
Samuel, which means “| asked the Lord for him.”

When Samuel was old enough to live at the Tabernacle, Hannah and
her husband took him there. They took him to help the priests with
God’s Work.

“Do you remember me?” Hannah asked Eli. “| pr‘aged for this child
several years ago. As IOﬂg as he lives, he will belong to the Lord.”
S0 Hannah and her husband let Samuel stay at the Tabernacle to help
Eli the priest.
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El's two sons were also priests. God
said that his priests must be holy
and do what Is right. But Eli’s
sons did things that were
wrong. And Eli didn’t make his
s0Ns stop being priests, as he
should have done.

Samuel did what was right and
pleasing to the Lord. His mother
made him a coat each year and
brought it to him when she and her

husband came to the Tabernacle to worship God.

Samuel staged at the Tabernacle and helped Eli.

One night af'ter Samuel went to bed, he
heard a voice caling him. “'m here,” he
answered. HeJumped up and ran to
ask Eli what he wanted.

BUt Ell said, “I didn’t call you. 6o back
to bed.” m

When Samuel lag down, he heard
the voice again. He ran to Eli

and asked, “WhU are you

caling me, Eli?”

“| didn’t call you, my
son,” Eli said. “Go
and lie down.”
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So Samuel Iag down again.
But he heard the voice a third time.
He went to Eli and said, “I'm sure | heard you
oalling me. What do you want me to do?”

Then Eli knew it was God who had called the child.
He said to Samuel, “Go lie down. If you hear a voice
again, say, ‘Speak, Lord. | am Iistening.”’

So Samuel went back to bed. The Lord called as before,
“Samuel, Samuel.”

Samuel answered, “Speak, Lord. | am Iistening.” Then the
Lord told him he was going 10 punish Eli and his sons. God said
that Eli’s sons were wicked, and Eli hadn’t punished them.

The next day Samuel told Eli what God had said.
Eli knew that GVGPUthiﬂg Samuel said was true.

AS Samuel grew up, he kept on Iistening to God.
ANnd he told the people of Israel what
God wanted them to know.

What did Hannah ask God to giVG her?

WhU did Hannah and her husband take Samuel to the Tabernacler?
How many times did Samuel think Ell was calling him one night?
What did Samuel say the fourth time God called him?

What did the Lord tell Samuel?




| Samuel 7-10

When Samuel grew up, God chose him to be the newJudge of' Israel.

Samuel said to his people, “If you will get rid of your idols and obey
the Lord, he will save you from the Philistines.” So the people got rid
of their idols. Then Samuel told them, “Come, all of you, to the city of
Mizpah, and | will pray for you.”

When the Philistines heard that the people were at Mizpah, they went
to fight them there. The Israelites were afraid and said to Samuel,
“Pray hard that God will save us.” Samuel took a young lamb and
gave it as an offering to the Lord. Then Samuel prayed, and the Lord
listened to him. As the Philistine army came closer; God spoke with the
sound of thunder: Then they ran away in fear.

When Samuel was old, the leaders of' Israel told him they wanted a
King so that they would be like the other nations around them. God
said to Samuel, “The people don’t want me to be their King any longer:
You may do what they ask, but warn them what it will be like to have
a King.”

So Samuel told them, “The king will make your sons serve in his army
and work in his fields. Your daughters will be cooks and bakers in his
kitchen. He will steal the best of your fields and gardens, and he wil
take your cattle and sheep. When you cry out because of' the trouble
your king will bring to you, God won’t help you.”
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BUt the people still wanted a king.

A young man named Saul was gOOd
IOOKiﬂg and taller than anyone else
in Israel. One dag some dOﬂKGHS that
belonged to Saul’s father ran away.
Saul’s father said to him, “Take a servant
with you, and look for the dOﬂKGHS.”

Saul and the servant couldn’t find the
donkeys. Finally Saul said, “Let’s go back.
By now my father has probablg stopped
worrying about the donkeys and is
worrying about us!”

They were near the City where Samuel
lived. So the servant told Saul that a
pr‘ophet lived there. “Let’s go ask him to
find the dOﬂKGUS.”
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“That’s a 9000 idea,” Saul r‘eplied.

Saul found Samuel, the pr‘ophet. The Lord had alr‘eadg told Samuel,
“Today | will send you the man who will be King of' Israel.” Now the
Lord said to Samuel, “This is the man | told you about.”

Samuel asked Saul to come to a speoial dinner: As for the dOﬂKGUS,
Samuel said that Saul’s father had alr‘eadg found them!

Samuel gave Saul and his servant the best places to sit at the dinner:
Then Samuel asked them to stay for the night.

The next mor‘ning, Samuel took a bottle of olive oil and poured it
on Saul’s head. This meant that God had chosen Saul to be the King
of' Israel.

Oone dag not |on9 af'terward, Samuel told the people that Saul would
be their king. Ever‘gone wanted to see Saul, but he was hiding! The
Lord told the people where to look, and they found him.

Saul was a big, handsome fellow, taller than any of the rest of them.
Samuel said, “Here is the man God has chosen to be your King.” And
the people shouted, “Long live the king!”

WhH did the people of' Israel want a king?

What troubles did Samuel say a king would bring?

How did Samuel show Saul that God had chosen him to be Kiﬂg?
What did the PGOPlG shout when thGH saw Saul?
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Sometimes King Saul obeyed God. But he did not always do everything
God told him.

One day God told Samuel, “I am sorry that | let Saul be king. He has
not obeged me.”

Samuel felt sad. He knew he had to give King Saul some bad news.
When he found the king, Samuel told him, “You have not obeyed God.
So he will not let you keep on being the king.”

Then God talked to Samuel again. He told Samuel to find @ man in
Bethlehem named Jesse. God said to anoint one of Jesse’s sons by
pOUf‘iﬂg oil on his head. That would set him apart as the next Kiﬂg.

The Lord told Samuel, “I will show you which son to anoint.”

As God commanded, Samuel went to Bethlehem. He saw that Jesse’s
oldest son was a Fine-looking young man. Samuel thOUght God would
want him to be the next Kiﬂg. But the Lord said no. He said, “Don’t
choose a person bH the way he looks. | don’t choose people that way.
| see their thoughts and know what is in their hearts.”

Then Jesse called his second son, but the Lord said no. Jesse
brought out his third, fourth, fif'th, sixth, and seventh sons. But Samuel
said, “The Lord has not chosen any of these. Are these all the sons
you haver”
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“No,” Jesse answered. “There is one othenr: MH
goungest son is out taking care of the sheep.”

David of'ten watched his father’s sheep. Oone
time a lion gr‘abbed a lamb. David went af'ter
the lion and hit it with a club. Then the lion
dropped the lamb and came af'ter David. But
David caught the lion by the part of its mane
that came down around its chin and killed it.
Another time David used his hands 1o Kill a bear.
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“Send for your HOUHQGS'( son,” Samuel said. So Jesse had David
brought in from the fields.

The Lord said to Samuel, “Anoint him, for this is the one.” So Samuel
poured oil on David’s head. Then the Lord sent his HOIH Spil"it into
David's heart to make him wise and good. But the Lord took his Spirit
away from Saul.

Good SPif‘itS, like angels, serve God. Evil spirits serve Satan. One of'
these evil spirits went into Saul to make him afraid and angry. Saul’s
helpers suggested that harp music might chase out the evil Spil"it
whenever it troubled him.

One of Saul’s men knew that David could PldH the harp well. So King
Saul sent messengers to Jesse and told him to send his son David to
the king. Jesse got a young goat and loaded a donkey with bread and
wine. He sent these with David as a PI"GSGHT to K]ﬂg Saul.

David stayed with Saul and helped him. Whenever the

evil Spil"it troubled Saul, bavid played sof't music /,__J
ona harp. Then the evil spirit would go away. 8
When Saul felt better, David would return home.

He would take care of his father’s sheep until
the next time the king needed him.

WhH wouldn’t God let Saul keep on being king.?
Why didn’t Samuel choose Jesse’s oldest son to be the next Kiﬂg?
Before David took Saul’sJob as king. how did David help King Saul?
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The Philistine army was coming to fight Israel. So King Saul and the
Israelite army got ready for the battle.

One of' the Philistine soldiers was a giant man named Goliath. He wore
alot of’ heavg armor: He had a bronze helmet to PI"OtGCt his head. He
wore a hard metal coat. And sheets of bronze covered his |698 SO
that no sword or spear could hurt him.

Goliath stood in the valley between the two armies and Helled to the
army of Israel, “I'll fight the best manin your army. If' he can kill me,
we Philistines will be your slaves. But if | kil him, then you must be
our slaves!”

The Israelite men in Saul’s army were afraid to ﬂght with Goliath. For
f‘OI"tH dags he came out every morning and evening to dare the men
of Israel to fight him.

David’s three oldest brothers were in Saul’s army, but David was at
home taking care of his father’s sheep. one day David’s father said
to him, “Take this food to your brothers, and take this cheese to their
captain. See how they are getting along.”

David found his brothers. As he was talking to them, Goliath came out
and shouted at the Israelites the way he alwags did.
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“How dare this giant man

talk like that to the army

of the liViﬂg God!” bavid

said. When some of

' N the men saw that David
wanted to f ight Goliath,

theg told Saul. So the

King sent for him.

“You can't fight that
man,” Saul said. “Why,
youre only a boy, and

Goliath has been a soldier
for many years.”

“But | can!” David
answered. “l have kept
my father’s sheep safe

by getting rid of a lion
and a bear with my
hands. I'll get rid of this
wicked man, too. The
Lord who saved me from
the lion and the bear will
save me from Goliath.”
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“All right,” Saul said. “6o and fight him, and the Lord be with you.”

Then Saul gave David his bronze helmet and metal coat. But David said,
“I'm not used to these.” So he took them of'f.

The young shepher‘d took OﬂlU a Sliﬂg and the stick that he used to KGGP
the sheep safe. ChOOSiﬂg five smooth stones from a stream of' water,
he PU’( them into his shepher‘d’s bag. Then he walked toward Goliath.

The giant man dian’t think David was worth fighting. He was just a
shepher‘d bOU. “Come over here so | can kill HOU,” Goliath Helled.
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David answered, “You come to me tr‘usting in your sword, your shield,
and your spear: But | come to you trusting in the God of' Israel. Todag
he will help me winl”

As Goliath came closer; David ran toward him. Reaohing into his
shepherd’s bag, he took out a stone, put it into his sling, and sent it
sailing toward Goliath. It hit him right in the forehead, and he fell to the
gl"OUﬂd. He never gOt up again.

The Philistines began r‘unning away. Then the army of Israel started
after them. The Israelites won against their enemy.

And God had a plan... one day. an even gr‘eater‘ Champion would
come and save his people.

© Who was Goliath? =
| Whg dld David believe he could fight Goliath and win?

~ What did David use to fight Goliath?
Tell about David's fight with the Goliath.
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After he won the fight with Goliath, bavid talked to King Saul. Then
he met the king’s son Jonathan. The two young men became best
friends. From that day, David lived at Saul’s palace. Jonathan gave
David his robe and shirt and belt. He also gave David his sword and his
bow for shooting arrows.

Saul made bavid a captain N his army. But Kiﬂg Saul soon became
Jealous of David because PGOP|G pr‘aised David more than Saul.

Saul was so angry that he wanted bavid to be killed. But Jonathan
begged his father not to hurt David. He said, “David kiled Goliath. Then
we won against the Philistines. You were happy then, so why are you
trying to kil David now?”

Saul promised not to hurt david. So David played the harp for the king
as before.

But an evil spirit came into Saul’s heart. While David was playing the
harp, Saul threw his spear at David, WhoJumped awagJust in time.
Then David ran for his life.

Jonathan pr‘omised David he would do GVGPchiﬂg he could to help.

The next day was a speoial I"GHQ]OUS holidag, and Saul expected David
to eat at his table. But bavid was afraid to go. He said to Jonathan,
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“Tell your father that | asked to go home to Bethiehem. If Saul is
angrg when he hears this, we’ll know that he wants to kill me. But if
he isn’t angrg, we’ll know evergthing is all right.” Jonathan agreed to
this plan.

“But how will | find out what your father says?” bavid asked Jonathan.

“Come out into the field with me,” Jonathan said. He showed David
a large rock and told him to hide behind it. “| will come out here the
day after tomorrow and shoot three arrows,” said Jonathan. “And
I’ll send a boy to pick them up. If' | tell him that the arrows are on this
side, you will know that my father is not angry. But if' | say that the
arrows are ahead of him, then you must leave so my father can't
hurt you.”

When David’s seat at Saul’s table was
empty for two dags, Saul asked
Jonathan, “Where is Davidr”

Jonathan answered, “David
asked if he could go to Bethlehem
to be with his Familg.”

Saul was angry with Jonathan.
He said, “You'll never get to be
king as Iong as bavid is alive.
Bring him to me so | can kil him.”




The next day Jonathan went to the field where David was hidiﬂg. He
took a bOH with him. Then he shot an arrow over the bOU’S head.

“The arrow is ahead of you. Go find it. Hurry,” Jonathan shouted to
him. Then David knew he must go away.

Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to the bog with him. He told the
bog 1o take them back to the citg.

David came out from his hiding place. The two friends cried tO\thhGl’I
Jonathan told David to go in peace. He said they would alwags be
frriends. So David had to run away and keep hiding, but he had done
nothing wrong.

Who became David’s best friend?
What did Saul do with his spear?

What did it mean when Jonathan shot an arrow past the bOH
with him?

What did David and Jonathan promise each other?
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David had to go from one place to another to hide from King Saul.
Soon about six hundred men were traveling with David. One time the
King came into a cave where bavid was hiding. The king didn’t see him,
but bavid got close enough to cut off part of the king’s robe. bavid
could have Killed the king, but he didn’t. When David called out to King
Saul and told him what he had done, the king began to cry. He said to
David, “You are a better man than | am. You have done good to me,
while | have done wrong to you.” Then Saul went back home.

But Saul still wanted to kill David. Sometime later; when some of David’s
enemies told King Saul where David was hiding, he took three thousand
men to look for him.

David heard about it and sent some of' his men to see what Saul was
doing. They s00N bl"OUght back word that Saul had come. Then David
and another man quietly went into Saul’s camp one night. Saul was
sleeping, and his spear was stuck in the gl"OUﬂd bU his head. Abner,
the gener‘al of Saul’s army, and the rest of' his soldiers were sleeping
around the Kiﬂg.

The man with David wanted to kill Saul. But David said no. “Don’t do it,”
he said. “It would be a sin to kill the king God gave us. Perhaps he Wil
die in a battle. But | won’t kill him.”
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Then David had an idea. He said to his friend, “Let’s steal his spear
and bottle of water!” So they crawled up close to Saul’s head and
took the spear and water. Theg got away before anyone woke up,
because the Lord had PUt Saul and his men into a deep sleep.

Then David stood on top of a hill where he was safe and shouted 1o
Abner: Saul’s general woke up suddenlg andJumped to his feet. “Who
Is it?” he called.

David shouted back, “Whg haven’t you watched over the king betten,
S0 that no one could come and kill him? Where are the King’s spear
and the bottle of water that were beside his headr”




BH now Saul was awake. He knew David’s voice but asked, “Is that
you, Daviar”

David said, “Yes, my king. Why are you still chasing me and tr‘ging to
Kill me?”

Saul said, “I have sinned. | have been wrong. Come back, my son, for
| won’t tr‘g to hurt you angmore.”

David answered, “Here is your spear. Let one of the young men with
you come over and get it.”

Then David left, and Saul went back home.

David didn’t believe that Saul would stop trying to kill him. The king had
cried and called David his son before.

“Somedag he will Finallg find me and kill me,” David said to himself.
“| must go and live in the land of' the Philistines. Then Saul will give up
Iooking for me.”

So David took his men and their families to a Philistine city. The king
there welcomed David and all the others, letting them stay in his land.
Then he gave them the city of Ziklag to live in. He hoped David and his
men would help his people in times of' war.

When Saul heard that David had gone to live with the Philistines, he
stopped Iooking for him.

What did David say when the man with him wanted to kill King Saul?
What did David do instead of Kiling the king?
Where did David go to live so that Saul would StOP IooKing for him?
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While David was living in Ziklag in the land of the Philistines, those
people began ﬂghtiﬂg Kiﬂg Saul. One dag Saul and his army lost the
battle with the Philistines, and the Philistine soldiers began moving in
on the king. They killed Jonathan and two of Saul’s other sons. Then
Saul fell on his own sword and died.

Soon a messenger arrived in Ziklag to tell David <
about it. “The Israelites have lost the battle and many é
are dead. Saul and Jonathan are dead too.” e

=
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David cried for Saul and his son Jonathan, and
for all the men of' Israel who had died. Then
David asked the Lord if he should go to the land
of Israel. And God said yes. David asked God
where in Israel he should go. And the Lord told
him, “Go to the city of Hebron.”
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David was now thirty
years old. When he
came to Hebron, the
leaders of the tribe
of Judah asked him to
be their king, and he
agreed. He must have
been thinking about
the day many years
before, when he was
a teenage boy and
Samuel had anointed
his head with oil. David
knew that God had
chosen him to be the
next King.
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Now the time had come for David to be the new ruler of God’s PGOP|G,
the Israelites. But at first, only the tribe of Judah made him their king.
The other tribes of Israel didn’t come to David, for they already had
a Kiﬂg. He was a son of Saul. But one dag two oaptains from that
king’s army killed him.

When the other tribes saw that their King was dead, theg asked David
to be their king. So at last David was king over all twelve of the tribes
of' Israel.

David now took over the City of Jerusalem and lived there in a StF‘Oﬂg
fort. Kiﬂg Hiram of' THI"G and King David were QOOd friends. King
Hiram’s people were very 900(] builders. So Hiram sent men to build
a palace for David in Jerusalem.

David became a very great man, for the Lord helped him in evergthing
he did. But one day, the true Messiah—King would come wWho would be
even greater than David.

When Saul and his ar‘mg lost to the Philistines, WhH did David CPH?
Which tribe of Israel made bavid their king first?

How many of the twelve tribes of Israel finally made David
their King?

Where did David build his palace?
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David loved God and alwags tried to do what was f‘ight. But sometimes
he did thiﬂgS that were very wrong. Then he let God know how sorry
he was. God loved bavid and alwags f"OF‘ngG him.

David wanted to build the Temple. It would be a special building where
God would live and his people would worship him. But God said no. God
wanted David’s son Solomon to build the Temple.

Solomon loved God. He always tried to do what was right, Ljust like
David, his father: After David died, Solomon became the new king.

Oone night God SPOKG to King Solomon in a dream, telling him he could
have anything he wanted! Solomon asked for wisdom. He wanted
to know about ever"gthing and understand GVGI“Uthiﬂg. He always
wanted to know the best way to hG|P his pGOPIG.

God was pleased that Solomon had not asked to have a lot of’ money
ora |Oﬂ9 life, or to win when he f‘OUght his enemies. Because Solomon
hadn’t done that, God would give him the wisdom he asked for and all
these other thiﬂgS too!
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Solomon asked his father’s friend, King Hiram of THI"G, to send wood
SO he could build the Temple. So Hiram’s men cut down cedar trees
and bl"OUght them to the sea. There thGU made them into raf'ts and
floated them toward Jerusalem.

Solomon car‘eFully followed the pattern his father; David, had given
him. When the walls were up, Solomon placed cedar boards on the
inside of the walls. These boards were carved with the shapes of
flowers and covered with gold. Even the floor of the Temple was
covered with gold.

Across the middie of the Temple he hung a blue, purple, andred curtain.
This made two rooms just as there had been in the Tabernacle. The
room at the back was for the Ark and was called the Most Holy Place.
In this special room he made two figures of angels with their wings
spread out. The figures were fifteen feet high. They were carved
from the wood of olive trees and covered with gold. Their wings
reached from one side of the little room to the othen

Solomon asked for one of Hiram’s best workers to come and make
the Temple as beautiful and perfect as possible. This man made
beautiful things from gold, silver; bronze, and iron. He also made
things from wood and from fine linen cloth.
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He made two gr‘eat bronze pillars to stand in front of the Temple.
And he made a bronze altar; which was four times as large as the one
Moses had made for the Tabernacle. A great tank of water rested
on the backs of twelve bronze oxen.

He made ten brass tubs set on wheels so theg could be moved from
one place to another: These would hold water for washing sacrifices
to be offered to God.

ANnd he made ten gold Iampstands to give Iight inside the Temple.

It took seven years to finish all this workl Then God’s people bl"OUght
lambs, 90(’:\’(8. and cattle to be sacrificed as gif‘tS to God. The beautif'ul
Temple in their midst reminded the people of Israel that God was with
them. And God had a plan... one day, there would be a living Temple!
And he would live among his people forever and even
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[ Kings [l:41-12:30; 2 Chronicles 10-l
Solomon was the king of Israel for f‘orty years.
Then he died and was buried in Jerusalem.

After that, the people went to talk with
Solomon’s son Rehoboam. The people told

him how hard his father; Solomon, was

‘-4 on them when he was their king.
N If Rehoboam promised to treat

" them better than his father had,

thGU would let him be their Kiﬂg.

Rehoboam told them to come

@ < back in three dags. At that time
LB : ;

he would 9IV€ them his answer.

After they had gone, Rehoboam went to the
old men who had been friends of his father.
He asked them how he should treat the PGOPlG.
ThGU told him to be kind to the PGOPIG.

If' he was kind, everyone would be happg to

let him be king for as Iong as he lived.
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But Rehoboam did not like what the old men said. So he asked the Houng
men who had grown up with him what they thought. The young men
told him to be even harder on the people than his father had been.

Whenthe people came back for his answer three days later; Rehoboam
followed the advice of the young men. He shouted, “If you think my
father was hard on you, well, I’ll be even harder on you than he was.”

The pGOP|6 were angry. Oﬂ|H the tribes of Judah and Beqjamin let
Rehoboam be their king. The other ten tribes said he could not
be their king. They wanted Jeroboam instead. |

SO now there were two kings r‘uling
over God’s people. Rehoboam,
Solomon’s son, was king OVGI"JUSt
two tribes in the south. His kingdom
was called Judah. Jeroboam was king
over the other ten tribes in the north.
His kingdom was called Israel. é
One day King Jeroboam said to himself, 4
“My people wil want to worship at the
Temple. That’s in the City of' Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. There they will see
King Rehoboam, son of the great King
Solomon. And they will want him to be
their King instead of me.”

o7



So King Jeroboam made two gold idols shaped like calves. He put them
in different parts of Israel - one at Bethel and the other at ban. The
people went there to worship the idols. They went because Jeroboam
said to the people, “It is too far for you to go to Jerusalem to worship
God. These gold idols are your gods. Worship them.” What a wicked
thing for Jeroboam to say!

All the 900d priests who lived in Israel moved to Jerusalem in Judah.
And many other 900d PGOPIG who would not WOI"ShiP the 90|d calves
went with them. They chose Rehoboam as their King.

The kingdom was now divided in two and the people were not on
good terms with each other. But God had a plan... one dag. there
would be a perFeot King who would rule over a perFect Kingdom.

What did Rehoboam say that made the people angrg.?

Which were the only two tribes that let Rehoboam, Solomon’s
son, be their king?

What wicked thing did Jeroboam do after he became king of
the northern ten tribes of Israel?

Where did the 90061 people from Israel move?
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Jeroboam was a bad Kiﬂg, but he ruled over the ten tribes of Israel
for ’(WGHJ(U-’(WO years. The Kings who ruled af'ter he died were bad
too. K]ﬂg Ahab was worse than any of' the others.

Ahab married the daughter of a king who did not worship God. The
woman’s name was Jezebel, and she wor‘shiped Baal, a 90d that was
not real.

King Ahab wor‘shiped Baal too. The Lord was angry with Kiﬂg Ahab
and sent the prophet Efjjah to him. Efjah told Ahab that God would keep
it from r‘aining in the land of' Israel for mang Hear‘s. God would not
send rain until Ejjah asked him to send It.

The Lord told Eljah to hide after he talked to the king. “Hide beside a
brook east of the Jordan Riven” the Lord said. “You can drink water
from the brook, and | have told the birds to feed you!” So Elijah hid
by the brook. Big, black birds called ravens brought him food every
morning and evening, just as God promised. But after a while the
brook dried up because there had been no rain.

Then the Lord said to ELiJah, “Go to the citg of Zarephath. | have told
a woman who lives there to feed Hou.”

When Eljjah came to the gate of the citg, he saw a woman gather‘ing
sticks. He called to her; “Please bring me a cup of water” As she was
going to get it, he called to her again. “And bring a piece of bread, too!l”
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But she answered, “God knows | have
no bread. | have only a handful of flour
in & jar and a little olive oil in a bottle.
Now | am gathering sticks for a fire so

| can bake a small loaf* of bread for

my son and me. After we eat it, we will
have no more food and we will die.”




But Elijah said, “No, you won't. Bake the bread, but make a small loaf
for me first. Then there will be plenty left for you and your son.
That’s because the Lord says the little flour and olive oil you have will
last until he sends rain and the crops grow again.”

The woman did as Elgjah said. And sure enough, there was always
olive oil left in the bottle and flour in thGJaC no matter how much she
used! It was a wonderful miracle that continued for as |Oﬂ9 as there
wWas no rain.

Dur‘ing this time, Kiﬂg Ahab was becoming more and more UPSGt. It
Was SO dr‘H that there wasn't even enough 9[’"6\88 for his horses and
mules to eat. El\ijah told him that there was no rain because the King
and his famiy would not obey 6od.

Then Elgjah, Goad’s pr‘ophet, won a contest with 450 PI"OPthS who
worshiped Baal. Af'ter that, Elgah told Ahab a rainstorm would
come soon.

Eljah prayed, and before long there was a little cloud in the sky. Then
there were big, black clouds. The wind began to blow hard. And God
answered Eljah’s prayer by sending a rainstorm. once again the
crops could grow, and no one would be hungry!

Why was God angry with King Ahab?

What did Elijah tell Ahab?

How did God feed Elijah while he was hiding beside a brook?
How did @ woman with just a little flour and oil help Elijah?
What was God’s answer to El\ijah's PI"GUGP for rain?
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AS God's prophet, Elijah taught people
about God and brought them messages
from God. He felt sad when people
didn’t believe him and when they
-worshiped Baal instead of' God. But the
Lord God let Eljah know there were
many people who did not worship Baal.
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Then God told Eljah to find the man who would soon take his place.
That man was a farmer named Elisha. Soon the two men began
tr‘aveling together:

When the Lord was r‘eadg to take ELiJah up to heaven, E[ijah wanted
10 be alone. So he said to Elisha, “Stay here, please, for the Lord has
told me to go to Bethel.”

But Elisha said, “I'll never leave HOU.” So thGH went to Bethel together:

Then Eljah said to Elisha, “Stay here at Bethel, please, for the Lord has
told me to go to Jericho.”

But Elisha said, “I'll never leave you.” So they went to Jericho.

Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here at Jericho, for the Lord has told
me to go to the Jordan River”

Again Elisha answered, “I'll never leave UOU.” So they went on together:

At the river; Elijah hit the water with his coat. Then the river divided
into two parts S0 he and Elisha could walk across on drg gl"OUﬂd!

When they were on the other side, Ejjjah said to Elisha, “Tell me what
you want me to do for you before | am taken away.”

Elisha asked to have even more of God's Spirit upon him than Elijah had.

“You have asked a hard thing,” El\ijah said. “But if’ you see me when |
am taken from you, then you Wwill receive what you are asking for”

As they walked along, suddenly a chariot of fire pulled by horses of
fire came between the two men and took Eljah away. Then a wind
came, spinning round and round. It took Eljah up to heaven in the
chariot. Elisha saw it and cried out, “MH father, my father; | see the
chariot and its drivers!”
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Elisha never saw ElLijah again on earth. He picked up El\i_jah’S coat from
the ground and hit the river with it. Then the water divided into two
par‘ts as it had for Elijah, and Elisha went across on dl"H gr‘ound!

Oone dag the leaders of Jericho told Elisha, “Our citg IS beautiful, but
the water is no good. Nothing will grow here.”

“Bring me a new bowl with salt in it,” Elisha told them. So they did.
He went to the spring where the CitH 90’[ its water and threw the
salt into it. He said, “The Lord has made the water 9000. It will never
hurt anyone or Keep the crops from growing.” And sure enough,
the water was always 900(] after that.

Whom did God choose to take Elijah’s place?

What did Elisha ask Elijah to do before he lef't this earth?
How was Eljjah taken to heaven?

What did Elisha do to the water of Jericho?
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As Elisha was traveling around the land, he came to the city of Shunem.
A rich woman who lived there asked him to stop at her house for
dinner: From then on, whenever he came that way, he stopped
for a meal.

Oone day the woman said to her husband, “I'm sure this man is a
prophet of the Lord. Let’s make a little room for him. Whenever he
comes to visit us, it will be ready for him.” So that is what they did.

Once when Elisha was there with his servant, Gehazi, the two men
said to the woman, “You have been very Kind to us. What can we do
for HOU?” But she said she didn’t need angthing.

Later Elisha asked Gehazi, “Can you think of angthing we can do
for her?”

Gehazi said, “She has no child.”

Then Elisha told the kind woman that the Lord would giVG her a son.
And Elisha’s words came true the 1°O||OWiﬂ9 year.

When the child was old enough, he went out to the field with his father:
While he was there, he cried out, “MH head! Oh, my headl”

His father said to one of the servants, “Carry him to his mother:”
The child sat in his mother’s lap until noon, and then he died.
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The sad woman took her
son up to Elisha’s room
and laid him on the bed.
Then she sent a message
to her husband in the
field, asking him for a
servant and a dOﬂKGH.
she said she wanted to
visit the prophet. But she
dian’t tell her husband
that their boy was dead.

When the woman and
the servant came to
Mount Carmel, Elisha saw
them. He said to Gehazi,
“Run to meet the woman
from Shunem. Ask her if
everything is all right.”




Gehazi ran to ask her: And she said, “Everything is fine.” But when
she came to Elisha, she took hold of' his feet. She told him, “You said
| would have a son. But | shouldn’t have gotten my hOPGS Up." Then
Elisha knew that her bOH was dead.

Elisha went home with the woman. He went to his room, where the
boy was on the bed. Elisha shut the door and prayed. Then he put his
mouth on the child’s mouth. He pUt his gyes on the child’s eyes and his
hands on the child’s hands. And the child’s bOdH became warm again!

Elisha walked around the room for a while. Then he came back to the
child. This time the boy sneezed seven times, opened his eyes, and
came to life again.

Elisha said to Gehazi, “Call the child’s mother:” So Gehazi did.
“Here is UOUP son,” Elisha said to the woman.

Oh, how thankful that mother wasl And how happg she was as she
carried her son downstairs.

Oone dag, there would be no more death or cr‘ging or pain, because
God had a plan, his Savior would come.

What did a rich woman and her husband do for Elisha?

What did Elisha promise that God would give the woman?

What happened in the field one dag that made the woman sad?
How did Elisha help the chila?
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2 Kings Sel-17

The people in the land of Aram were enemies of the people of' Israel.
Naaman was an army leader in Aram. The king of Aram liked his
army leader because he had won many battles. But Naaman had

leprosy. He had sores on his skin that would not go away.




Sometime earlier; when the people of Aram won over Israel, theg
bI"OUght back with them an Israelite gil"l. She became a maid for
Naaman’s wife.

Oone day the girl said to the woman, “l wish Naaman could go see God’s
prophet Elisha in Samaria, for he would take away Naaman’s Iepr‘osy.”

When Naaman heard what the little girl said, he told the king about it.
So the king told him to go and see the pr‘ophet.

The army leader took silver and gold with him, and ten sets of new
clothes. These giFts would be for the pr‘ophet if he could take away
the lepr‘osg.

Naaman rode in his chariot all the way to Elisha’s house. But Elisha sent
a messenger out to tell him, “Go and wash Hourselt“ seven times in the
Jordan River: Then you will be healed of your Iepr‘osy.”

The army leader was upset. | thought Elisha would come out and put
his hands on me. | thought he would pray that the Lord his God would
make me well,” he said. “Aren’t the rivers in my own country better
than all the rivers in the land of' Israel?” He turned around and went
away very angry.

But some of' his men said to him, “Sir; if the prophet had told you to
do some hard thing to make you well, wouldn’t you have done it? But
he has told you just to go and wash, and you will be healed. So why
don't you at least try it?”
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So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and dipped seven times.
Suddenly his skin became new like a little child’s, and the leprosy was
90ﬂ6! He went back to Elisha’s house and said, “Now | know that there
is no other God GXCGPt the God of Israel.”

Naaman wanted to give Elisha the gif'ts he had brought. Elisha said,
“No, | won't take any gif'ts.”

But Naaman wanted a 9]10’( from Elisha. He asked for two loads of
dirt from the land of' Israel to take home with him. He would make an
altar from the dirt. And he would never again giVG an of‘Fering to any
other god but the one true God, the Lord.

Who was Naaman, and why did he need help?

What good news did a little girl from Israel tell Naaman’s wife?
What did Elisha tell Naaman to do to be made well?

What happened to Naaman in the Jordan River?

Whom did Naaman say he would worship after that?

180



cgND FOOD FORAcrry
N

gouk

2 Kings ©:24-7:lo5 17

[t had been some time since Naaman from Aram visited Elisha in
the Israelite city of Samaria. Now the king of Aram and his army
came again to fight Samaria, as they of'ten did. His soldiers were all
around the city, so no one could get in or out. And there was no food
in the city.

The Israelite king, Joram, was as wicked as his father; Ahab. That is
why God sent terrible troubles to him and his people. Joram should
have been sorry and asked God to help him. Instead, he blamed the
troubles on Elisha.

King Joram came 1o Elisha’s house. Elisha said that the next dag there
would be plentg of food, for the Lord had told him this.

That night four men with leprosy were sitting outside the city walls.
Theg said to each other, “Whg sit here with nothing to eat? If we go
into the city, we’ll die because there
is no food. If we sit here, we will
die. Come on, let’s go out to the
enemy army. If' they don’t Kil
us, we will be fine. If' they do kil
us it’s okay, because we were
going to die anyway.”
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So theg went across the field to where the enemy army was
camped. But no one was therel The Lord had made the soldiers from
Aram hear the sound of another |arge army coming toward them.
So thGU ran away in the night, Ieaving their tents and horses and
ever‘gthing else.

When the four men with |8PI"OSH found no one in the camp, thGH
went into a tent and ate the food there. TheH took silver and 90|d and
clothes and hid them. Then theg went into another tent. ThGH carried
away more money and hid it, too. But then theg StOPPGd. “This isn’t
Pight,” theg said to each other. *We have 900d news, but we aren't
telling our PGOP|G.”

So ’(hGH went back to the Ci’(\\:] that ﬂight. Theg shouted to the people
watching the gates, “We have been to the enemy camp, and no one
is there!”

The people at the gates hurried to tell the king. But he said, “It’s a
trick. The enemy soldiers are hidiﬂg outside the camp. When we go
over, theg will hUF‘F‘H back and take us.”




One of' the King’s helpers said, “Let’s ride over and see.” So the king
sent a few of his men to the enemy camp, but no one was there.
They looked as far as the Jordan River: All along the road were
clothes and tools thrown away bH the soldiers as they ran. Then the
men returned to Samaria and told the Kiﬂg what thGH Saw.

When the people heard about it, everyone ran out to the enemy
camp. The Israelites brought back huge bags of flour and grain. So
now the Israelites had plenty of food because four men shared their
good news.

But af'ter that, many bad KiﬂgS ruled over Israel, one af'ter anothen.
And the PGOPlG of' Israel WOf‘ShiPGd idOlS,JUSt as the p60p|6 around
them did. God was angry with his people, but he waited and waited
for them to do what was Pight. He sent PPOPthS to warn them again
and again of the terrible things that would happen if they didn’t stop
doing wrong.

At last the Kiﬂg of Assgr‘ia took the Israelites to live in his COUﬂ’(r‘H far
awag. The kingdom of' Israel had lasted about two hundred Hear‘s.
Then it came to an end.

Why were four men with |GPF‘OSU hungrg?
What did the four men find at an enemy camp?
How did the men help all of' their people in the CitH of Samaria?

What bad things did the people of Israel do before their
kingdom came to an enad?

183



Wil




We learned that many bad kings ruled the northern kingdom of
Israel, which came to an end. Now let’s go back to the story of' the
southern kingdom of Judah. There were many bad KINgs in Judan,
too. And there was a wicked woman named Athalian. Her father
was King Ahab. She wanted to be the queen of Judah after her
husband and son died. But instead, her grandson, baby Joash, was to
become king.

The baby’s Aunt Jehosheba and Uncle Jehoiada, a priest, hid the baby
at the Temple. They took care of him until he was seven years old.
Then Jehoiada said it was time to put a crown on the prince and
make him king of Judah. So the priest did that. And he gave little King
Joash a copy of God’s laws. Then Joash was the ruler instead of his
wicked grandmother: Athaliah. Everyone clapped and shouted, “Long
live the King!”

Afterward, the priest and King Joash and all the people said that
theg would obeg the Lord. ThGH all began WOF‘ShiP]ﬂg God at the
Temple again.

When Joash grew older; he wanted to fix up the Temple of' the Lord.
He told all the priests, “Go into the cities of Judah and collect money
from the people to fix up the Temple. And see that you hur‘r‘y.” But
the priests dian't hurry.
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Finally King Joash sent for Jehoiada the priest and asked him, “Whg
aren’t the priests collecting money and fixing up the Lord’s Temple?”
Then the King said to make a big wooden box with a hole in the top. He
said to set it at the door of' the Temple. A messenger went all through
the land of Judah, teling the people to bring money to the Temple
as an offering to the Lord. Everyone was happy to come and drop
some money into the box. Whenever it was full, Jehoiada the priest
and one of' the king's helpers counted it and put it in bags. They gave
It to the men who were in charge of' the builders.

As lOﬂg as Jehoiada lived, he helped K]ﬂg Joash know how to do what
Was right. But af'ter the priest died, the wicked leaders of' Judah told
Kiﬂg Joash theg didn’t want to WOI"ShiP God anymore. The wicked
leaders talked him into letting them do what was very wrong. Then
Joash said it was all right to worship idols instead of' God.

Although it seemed as if things were 90iﬂ9 wrong again, God
had a plan... he was still in control. And one dag, his peri“ect Kiﬂg
would come.

Who took care of Joash when he was a little boy?
How old was Joash when he became the king of Judah?

When he grew older, Why did Kiﬂg Joash have the PGOP|G PUt
money in a box?

Af'ter Jehoiada died, what did Joash do that was Wl"Oﬂg?
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2 Kings los 2 Chronicles 28-29

When Ahaz became the king of Judah, he didn’t obey God. He
WOI"ShiPGd idols instead. So the Lord sent the Kiﬂg of Aram against
him. The enemy army took many people away from Jerusalem to the
CitH of Damascus.

Other enemy armies began to fight against Judah too. Then Judah’s
King Ahaz took some of the siver and gold from the Temple and
some nice things from his own palace. He sent them to the king of
Assyria and asked him to fight against the enemies of Judah. The
King of Assyria did as King Ahaz asked him to. He took the city of
Damascus from the people of Aram. But it did not help Ahaz, because
he was wicked and the Lord was against him.
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After this, Ahaz became even more wicked. He broke up the beautiful
furniture at the Temple and closed the doors so that no one could
worship there. Then he placed idols
all over Jerusalem and in every city
throughout the land. The Lord was
angry with Ahaz and the people of
Judah for being so wicked.

Ahaz was king for sixteen years.
When he died, his son Hezekiah
became king.

Hezekiah did what was right
and obeyed the Lord. As soon
as he became king, he opened
the Temple again. He called the
priests back and told them to put
everything where it belonged.
Then the people could come and
worship God again.



After working hard for about two weeks, the priests told the king,
“It’s all finished! All the cleaning has been done, the altar is ready for
use, and we have brought back the gold and silver bowls that Ahaz
took away. Everything is ready.”

King Hezekianh 90t up ear‘lg the next mor‘ning and went up tothe Temple
with the leaders of' Jerusalem. ThGH took with them seven young bulls,
seven rams, seven lambs, and seven 906'[8 as an OFFGPiﬂ‘g. Hezekian
commanded the priests to PU'( the animals on the altar: He said to give
them to God as a sacrifice for the sins of the people of Judah. He
also told the priests to sing praises to the Lord. He told other priests
to plag cgmbals, harps, and tr‘umpets. As the of‘Fer‘ing Was placed on
the altar; the music began and everyone wor‘shiped God.

Afterward the people brought their own offerings. And the priests
offered these gifts to God for the people’s sins. King Hezekiah and all
the people were glad that God had helped them get the Temple ready
quickly so they could worship him. And one day, a perfect OFFer‘ing
would be made. The people’s sins would be washed clean away and
they would worship God forever.

Who came to f'ight against King Ahaz and the PGOPlG of' Judah?
What wicked things did King Ahaz do?
What good things did King Hezekiah do?
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2 Kings 20; 2 Chronicles 32:24-33;
Isaiah 53; Micah I; 5-6

One day King Hezekiah became very sick from a Iarge sore that
wouldn’t go away. The pr‘ophet [saiah told him, “The Lord says to get
readg to die.”

Hezekiah turned toward the wall. He pr‘aged, “Lord, remember how
| have tried to please you in all | do.” Then he cried.

So the Lord told Isaiah to go back to Hezekiah and tell him, “l have
heard your prayer; and | have seen your tears. | will make you well
again. Three days from now you wil be well enough to go to the
Temple. And | will add fif'teen years to your lifel” So Isaiah gave the
Lord’s message to the king.

The king wanted to know for sure that this was 90iﬂ9 to happen. So
Isaian prayed for a sign from God. He praged for the shadow on the
palaoe steps to move backward ten StGpS. God answered his PI"&UGF‘!

Then Isaiah said to the Kiﬂg’S helper‘s, “Use some ﬂ\gS to make a
healing cream, and put it on the big sore.” Theg did, and soon Kiﬂg
Hezekiah was well again!

The King became rich and well known. He had many cows, sheep, and
goats because God helped him in ever‘gthing he did.
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But Hezekiah grew pI"OUd of' his riches and power. He acted as if' he
had gotten these things by himself, without God’s help.

The Kiﬂg of Babglon sent messengers with letters and a PF‘GSGI’\’( for
him. Hezekiah was pI"OUd to have them visit him because theg worked
for a great king.

Isaiah the pr‘ophet asked Hezekiah, “What did these men want? And
where did thGH come from?”

“They came from Babylon,” Hezekiah replied.
“What have they seen in your palace?” Isaiah asked.
And Hezekiah answered, “Everything!”

Then Isaiah gave him this message from the Lord: “After you die, all
your nice things will be carried to Babylon. Nothing will be left.”

Hezekiah answered, “Whatever God does is right. At least there will
be peace while I'm alive.”

King Hezekiah told the PGOP|G to pUt away their idols and WOF‘Ship
the Lord. But soon theg began pr‘aging to idols again. God sent the
prophet Micah to speak to them.

“This is all that God requires,” Micah said. “He wants the people of'
Israel to do what is r‘ight, to be kind and fair to each other; and to be
humble and obedient to the Lorad.”
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The prophets Micah and Isaiah
both talked about the Savion
Micah said that the Savior
would be born in the city of
Bethlehem. And [saiah said the
Savior would die so that we
can be forgiven for our sins.
Many other prophets also told
about the Savior hundreds of
years before he was born.
Because they did this, everyone
can know that Jesus, the
Savior; is the Son of God and
that he was sent by God.

What did God do with a shadow to show he would heal
King Hezekiah?

What did Isaiah say would happen because Hezekiah showed

off' his nice things?

What did the prophet Micah teach about the Savior?
What did the prophet Isaiah teach about the Savior?
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Deuter‘onomg 31:9-13;
2 Kings 22:1-23:3; 2 Chronicles 34

Josiah was eight years old when he became king of Judah. While he
was still a boy, he began to do what pleased the Lord. When he was
a young man, he went all through the land of' Judah. He tore down
the altars of Baal wherever he found them and got rid of' the idols.
He also traveled through the land of Israel and did the same thing
there. (But most of the people of Israel were no longer living there,
for they had been taken to Assgria.)

When Josiah came back to Jerusalem, he told his men to start Fixing
up the Temple. There was a lot of work to do, so the people bf‘OUght
ghotS of money to pay the workers.

One day when the high priest
was counting the money the
people brought, he found a
very special book. He said

to one of the King's helpers,
“I've found the Book of the
Law! It was here in the Temple!”
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Hundreds of years before this, Moses had written down the laws
God gave him. God commanded that these laws must be read out loud
to all the PGOP|G every seven years. But the wicked kings and PGOP|G
of Judah didn’t want to hear God’s laws, so the book was lost and
FOPQOttGﬂ. Now the high priest found it and gave it to Kiﬂg Josiah’s
helper; who read it to the king.

When King Josiah heard God’s laws, he learned that he and the people

had not been obeying God. The king tore his clothes

and cried. Then he asked several helpers to

go to the Temple to learn more about the
Book of' the Law.
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At the Temple, the king's helpers talked to the prophet Huldah.
she told them these words from the Lord: “| wil get rid of this city,
for the PGOP|G have worshiped idols, and | am angr‘g with them. But
Kiﬂg Josiah, you were sorry when you learned you had not ObGUGd
me. | heard you cry, so nothing bad will happen to the CitH as |Oﬂ9 as
you live.”

The helpers took God’s message back to Kiﬂg Josiah. Then the Kiﬂg
called all the PGOPlG to come to the Temple. There he read God’s
book to them. Josianh PI"OFﬂiSGd to ObGU God’s

commandments. The people promised to
obeg all these laws from God too.

How old was Josiah when he
became the king of' Judanh?

What book was lost and
then founa?

After the king read God’s
laws, what did he and the
people promise to do?
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2 Kings 24:1-o, 18-205 25:1-2;
2 Chronicles 36:4-2I; Jeremiah 155 2I; 27; 29; 30

once again, the people of Judah stopped obeging God. Kiﬂg
Nebuchadnezzar of Babglon came to Fight them. Then the King took
some beautiful things from the Temple back to Babylon.

While Jehoiakim was the king of Judah, the Lord told the prophet
Jeremiah to write about more terrible thiﬂgS that were going to
happen to God’s peOple. When the peOple saw those things written
down, perhaps they would be sorry and turn back to God so he
could forgive them. Jeremiah spoke God's words to Baruch, who
wrote the message on a scroll. Then Baruch read it to the people at
the Temple, and to the Kiﬂg’S helper‘s.

King Jehoiakim asked one of' his helpers to get the scroll and read it to
him. He was Sittiﬂg beside a fire. And as soon as his helper read one
part of God’s message, the king cut up that par‘t with his knife and
threw it into the fire. He wasn’t sorry about the bad things he and his
peOple had done. Instead, he was angry with Jeremiah and Baruch
for writing these messages. So he sent some men to find them and
put them in jail. But the Lord hid them.

196



Because the King burned God’s messages, the Lord told Jeremiah that
Baruch must write them again. So Jeremiah had Baruch write the
same words down, and a lot more besides.

The people hated Jeremiah for telling them about their sins. He said to
the Lord, “l have not hurt them. But theg all say bad things against me.”

Then the Lord promised that when the enemies of Jerusalem
arrived to take the city, they would not hurt Jeremiah.

Another new king ruled in Judah for only
three months. Then King Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon came to fight him.
Nebuchadnezzar took away more
beautiful things from the Temple

and from the palace. He also

took the king and his family,

the leaders of' Judah, the

builders, and all the soldiers.

He made them go to the

faraway land of' Babylon.

After they had gone, Jeremiah
wrote a letter to them, telling
them that God said theg should
build houses and plant
gardens there.

——— ¢, ‘/77
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God said they would have to stay in Babylon and serve the king there
for seventy years. But when the seventy years came to an end and
they asked God to forgive their sins, he would bring them back to
their own land.

Nebuchadnezzar left some people in Judah and made Zedekiah their
King. He had to promise to Obey Nebuchadnezzar, who went back to
Babylon. But Zedekiah didn’t do what he promised. SoNebuchadnezzar
came back with his whole army. He made forts around Jerusalem.
Then the people couldn’t go in or out of' the city.

INnside Jerusalem, King Zedekiah asked Jeremiah to pray that God
would help them save their city. But Jeremiah told the king that
Nebuchadnezzar would take over the city and burn it. If the people
would give in to Nebuchadnezzar; they would not be killed.

The Lord told Jeremiah to act out this message by wearing a wooden
yoke on his shoulders. A yoke stands for hard work. So when the
people saw Jeremiah wearing it, they understood that

God was going to make them work hard for King
Nebuchadnezzar: They would be his slaves
and would have to do whatever work ¥
the King and his people made them do.

What did King Jehoiakim do to the scroll with God's message on it?
What did Jeremiah have Baruch do af'ter the king burned the scroll?
How |Oﬂ9 did God say the people of' Judah would live in Babglon?
What did it mean when Jeremiah wore a wooden HOKG?
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2 Kings 25; Jeremiah 37-39; 52

The Lord gave this message to Jeremiah again: “Jerusalem will be
taken and burned.” Then the Lord said, “This is how | will show my
anger to the people for their sins.”

Some of the leaders of Judah told King Zedekiah that Jeremiah must
be killed for saging such things. They said he made the people feel
sad and afraid.

The king told the leaders to do as they liked with Jeremiah. So they let
him down bH ropes into a deep well that had a ot of mud at the bottom.

But one of the KIHQ’S helpers said to the Kiﬂg, “Jeremiah may die of
hunger in that well.”

So the Kiﬂg sent ’(hiI’"(H men to take Jeremiah out of the well, but theg
didn’t set him free. Theg kept him in the palace PI"iSOﬂ.

Then King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah again. The King said, “l want to
ask you a question. Don’t hide the truth from me.”

Jeremiah answered, “If' | tell you the truth, will you pr‘omise not to
have me killede”

“Yes,” the King replied, “ pr‘omise.”

So Jeremiah told him what the Lord said: “If' you will give in to the king
of Babglon and work hard for him, you and your Familg will be safe
and Jerusalem won't be burned.”
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But King Zedekiah wouldn’t obeg and give in. SO Nebuchadnezzar’s
army came to Fight against Jerusalem for two and a half years. BH
the end of' that time the food was all gone.

One night Zedekiah tried to get away from the city with his army, but
he was caught. The mean king of Babylon and his men made Zedekiah
blind. Then they put chains on him and took him to Babylon, Where
they kept him In jail until he died.

Nebuchadnezzar’s army burned the Temple and the palaoe and all
the homes in Jerusalem. They broke down the walls around the city
and took the people away. OﬂlU the pOOF‘GSt PGOP|G were lef't to work
in the fields.

So the kingdom of Judah came to an end because of the sins of' the
people, just like the kingdom of Israel Years earlier: Judah had lasted
about 340 Hears, ever since Rehoboam was made Kiﬂg over the tribes
of' Judah and Beqjamin. of tWGﬂtH rulers, fifteen were wicked, and
OﬂlH five obeged the Lord. But even when there were 900d KiﬂgS, the
people of'ten worshiped idols. The Lord gave them time to be SOI’T‘H
and sent his prophets to warn them, but they stil wouldn’t obey him.
So at last he sent the people of Judah far away to Babylon. And, of
course, the ten tribes of Israel were alreadg in Assgr‘ia.

Where did the leaders of Judah put Jeremiah because of the
message he gave them from Goadr

What did King Nebuchadnezzar and his army from Babglon do
1o the city of Jerusalem?

WhH did the kingdom of' Judah come to an enar
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Ezekiel 37

Before Jerusalem was burned down, a Jewish priest named Ezekiel
was taken away to Babylon. God showed Ezekiel many strange thiﬂgS
'(hf‘OUgh visions. It was like having dreams when he was awakel

One dag the Lord showed Ezekiel this vision. Ezekiel seemed to be in
a valley where the ground was covered with the old, dr‘y bones of
dead people. The Lord asked him, “Can these bones live again.?”

Ezekiel said, “Lord, only you know the answer to that.”

Then the Lord told Ezekiel to say to the bones, “DI"H bones, listen
to what God says. [ am 90iﬂ9 to PUt muscles on you and cover you
with skin. | will PU'( breath into you, and you will come to life. Then
you will know that | am the Lord!” As soon as Ezekiel said this, a
strange rattling noise began as the bones came together to form
their skeletons. Then muscles grew on them and skin covered them.
Soon the bones had bodies again, but theg were still dead.

Then the Lord told Ezekiel to say to the winds,
“Come and blow on these dead bodies so that
theg will have breath and live again.”




When Ezekiel said this, the wind blew and the dead bodies began to
breathe. Theg came to life and stood up like a great army!

Then the Lord explained to Ezekiel what this vision meant. God said
that his people, the Israelites, were like bones that were dry and dead.
They had lost all hope of being happy or seeing their own land again.
But the Lord would raise them up out of their troubles as he had
raised those dry bones to life. “l will put my Spirit into their hearts and
bring them back to their own land again. Then my people will know
that | am the Lord. They will see that | have done what | promised.”

After this the Lord told Ezekiel to get two sticks. He said to name one
for the Kingdom of Israel and the other for the Kingdom of Judah. He
told Ezekiel to hold the two sticks close together; and they would grow
into one stick in his hand.

Then God said to Ezekiel, “People Will ask what this means. Tell them
that | will bring my people back to their own land. They will not be
divided into the two nations of' Israel and Judah angmore, for | will
make them one nation again. They will not WOI"Ship idols anymore
either: | will put my Spirit into their hearts and make them holy. They
will be my people, and | will be their God. They will live in the land
where their parents lived, and their children and grandchildren will
live there always. | will be kind to them and give them a good King who
will rule over them forever.”

Who was Ezekiel?

How did God speak to Ezekiel?

In a vision, what did God tell Ezekiel to say to the dPH, dead bones?
What did the vision mean that God was 90iﬂ9 to do for his PGOPIG?
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Daniel -3

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon started a school to train some of
the Jewish boys his people had taken from Jerusalem. Daniel and his
friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were in that school. God
helped them all become wise, and he helped Daniel understand the
meaning of dreams.

When Daniel told Kiﬂg Nebuchadnezzar what one of' the king’s dreams
meant, Nebuchadnezzar said to Daniel, “Your God is the God of gods.
He is the King of all other kings.” Then the king put Daniel in charge of
the wise men and made Daniel’s three friends rulers too.

Then, Nebuchadnezzar made a huge statue of’ 90|d and sent for his
leaders. When theg came, one of' the king’s helpers said, “The king
commands you to bow down and WOl"Ship his 90|d statue when the
band begins to plag. AHHOHG who won’t do it will be thrown into a
furnace with hot flames.”

As soon as the band began to play, most of the leaders bowed down
to worship the gold statue. But Daniel’s three friends would not do it.
Theg knew it was wrong to wor‘ship a statue.
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Some of' the Babylonians asked the Kiﬂg, “Didn’t you make a law that
Says anyone who won’t worship your statue will be thrown into a hot
furnace? Wel, some of’ your Jewish leaders won’t bow down to your
90|d statue. Their names are Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.”

King Nebuchadnezzar was very angry. He ordered the three young
men to be brought to him. “Is it true,” he shouted, “that you will not
bow down to my gold statuer I'll give you one more chance. When you
hear the band begin to play, you must worship the statue, or you wil
be thrown into a hot furnace. And what god will be able to save you?”

The three young men said to the king, “We won’t do it! I you throw
us into the furnace, our God is able to save us, and he will. But even if
he doesn’t, we will not worship your godas, sir; or bow down to your
gold statue.”

Nebuchadnezzar was very upset. “Heat the furnace seven times
hotter than ever before!” he told his men. Then he called for the
strongest soldiers in his army to tie up baniel’s friends and throw
them into the furnace. It was so hot that the flames killed the soldiers.
But after Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had fallen down into the
fire inside the furnace, they got up and walked around in the flames!
only the ropes they were tied with burned up.
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The king looked inside the furnace and couldn’t believe what he saw.
“Dian’t we throw three men into the fire, tied with ropes?” he asked.
“Now there are four men walking around in the fire! And the fourth
looks like a son of the 90(]8.”

King Nebuchadnezzar shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
servants of the Most High God, come out!”

So theg came out of the furnace. The fire hadn’t hurt them a bit.
They didn’t even smell of smoke.

Then the king said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and saved these young men who
trusted in him. | now make a law to get rid of all people who say
anything bad about the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
No other God can save people as the God of' these three young men
canl” Then the Kiﬂg made the young men even greater leaders than
’(hGU had been before.

What did Daniel’s three friends tell the king they would not do?
What happened to the three men inside the hot furnace?

After God saved the men, whom did Nebuchadnezzar worship?
Then what did the king do for Daniel’s friends?

207



TRELED NS DE \/
R
Nt e

Daniel 6; 9

When Darius the Mede took over the kingdom of’ BdelOﬂ, the kingdom
was ruled bH 120 princes. Daniel was one of' three leaders in char‘ge
of all the princes. Because Daniel was the best leader; Darius was
planning to make him ruler over everyone. The other leaders and
princes were upset and tried to find something bad to tell the king
about baniel. But they couldn’t find that he did anything wrong. Finally
thGH said to each other; “The OI’\|H thiﬂg we could say against Daniel is
that he worships his God.”

So the PI"iﬂCGS and their leaders went to the K]ﬂg. ThGH said, “Kiﬂg
Darius, may you live forever! We want you to make a new law. Tell
people theg must pray Oﬂ|U to you for the next thir‘ty days. AﬂHOﬂG
who doesn’t obeg will be thrown into a den of' lions. Write this law
down and Sigﬂ it. Then not even you can change it.” So King Darius
signed the law.

Daniel knew that the law had been signed. But he stil went home,
opened the windows of* his room, and 90'( down on his knees to pray.
Daniel praged and gave thanks to God three times every day JUSt as
he always had.

Some of the king’s helpers heard Daniel praying to God. So theg hurried
back to the king. Theg said, “Didn’t you make a law that any person
praying to anyone other than you must be thrown into a den of lions?”
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“Yes,” the king said, “l did. It is a law that can never change.”

Then they said, “Daniel isn’t obeging you. He prays to his God three
times a dag!”

Now the king was angry with himself for Sigﬂiﬂg that law. He tried
to find a way to save Daniel. But that evening the Kiﬂg’S helper‘s said,
“our king, you know that the law cannot be changed.”

So at last King Darius had Daniel thrown into a den of lions. But first
the king said to him, “You Worship God every day. May he save Hou.”

After Daniel was thrown into the den, a b]g stone was rolled across
the opening so that no one could get Daniel out.

When the king went to his palace, he wouldn’t eat. And he couldn’t
sleep that ﬂight. So he 90t up ear‘lg the
next morning and hurried to the

lions® den. He was afraid as he

called out: “Daniel, you who

worship the living God, was

your God able to save you °
from the lions?”

Daniel called back to the
King, “My God sent

his angel to shut the
lions® mouths so they
couldn’t hurt mel”
Daniel had trusted God
and was not hurt at all.




King Darius was so happy that he ordered his helpers to take Daniel
out of the lions’ den at once. Then the king sent this message to
people all over the world. “l now make a new law that all people in
my kingdom must worship Daniel’s God. He is the living God, and his
kingdom will last forever: He is the God who

can save people from danger, for he

saved Daniel from the lions.”

While Daniel was in Babylon, he pr"aged
that the Jews might return to the city of
Jerusalem and build it again. He asked God
to f‘OF“giVG them foor their sins.

Some time later; the angel Gabriel came

from heaven. He told Daniel that God heard

his prayer and would soon send the Jewish

people back to their own land. The angel

also said that God would send a special { 7
Ruler many years after that. It would be

almost five hundred years before this

would happen. Gabriel was teling about the l l
time when Jesus, the Savior; would be bornl oY e

Did Daniel pray to the king or to Goar
How did God help baniel in the lions® den?
What did King Darius’s new law say?

What did an angel tell Daniel would happen around five hundred
years later?
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Ezra I-3; Isaiah 44:21-45:13

At last the SGVGﬂtH years of |]Viﬂ9 far from home came to an end
for the people of Judah. In the land of Babylon, which was now called
Persia, CHPUS was the king. CHI"US said he wanted the Jews to go home
to Jerusalem. NG&F‘lU two hundred years earlier; when God’s people
were still living in their own land, God had told his prophet Isaiah 1o
write about CUI"US. Isaian wrote that a Kiﬂg named CHI"US would let
the people of Judah return home.

Now Kiﬂg CUI"US sent this message to everyone N his kingdom= “The
Lord has told me to build his Temple in Jerusalem again. All of God’s
PGOPIG may go back to the CitH of Jerusalem in the land of* Judah. You
may go and build the Temple of the Lord again. And those who don't
go home should help those who do go bH 9]Viﬂ9 them silver and 90|d
and cows. Also giVG them food and clothes.”

Then the people of Judah got ready for their trip to Jerusalem.
Those who didn’t want to go with them gave them gifts. King Cyrus
gave them more than five thousand gold and silver bowls that had
been taken from the Temple.
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More than 42,000 people returned to Jerusalem with their leader;
Zerubbabel. They took with them more than 7,000 servants. Theg also
took 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels, and almost 7,000 donkeys.

When theg came to Jerusalem, theg found that the Temple. along
with the houses and the CitH walls, had been broken down or burned.

The first thing the people did was to rebuild the altar of the Lord.
They built it where the Temple used to be so that they could worship
God. They offered gifts to God on the altar every day. They offered
one lamb in the morning and another lamb in the evening, just as
God’s people had done before they were taken to Babylon.

Then theg got r‘eadg to build the Temple again. Theg hired workers
from Lebanon, Just as King Solomon had done hundreds of years
before. The workers cut down cedar trees on the Lebanon mountains.

Then thGH floated them in the sea to the shore near Jerusalem. p
When the first stones for the bottom par‘t of the new Temple were A
laid, the priests were so happg that they played their tr‘umpets and i
cymbals and sang songs of pr‘aise to the Lord. The other PGOPIG L

shouted praises to God. But many of the older priests and other
leaders remembered the Temple that had stood there before.
They couldn’t keep back their tears as they thought about what

had happened to it. So the ShOUtiﬂg and the Cf‘Hiﬂg were both heard ;
far away. 4




What did CHI"US let the Jewish PGOP|6 do?

What did the Jewish people find when they came back to
Jerusalem?

WhH were some PGOPIG happg and some people sad about the
new Temple?




Sﬂ\W\ TALKS T0 THE Kry, .

QUt
Esther

Some years later; the king of Persia was a man named Xerxes. Some
of' the Jewish people still lived in Persia. They had staged there
instead of going back to their own land of' Judah.

Mordecai, a Jewish man, was a helper at

N the palace. He had a young cousin named

7 Esther: The king loved Esther and made her
il queen, but he didn’t know she was Jewish.

Haman, a man at the palaoe, was in
charge of all the leaders. He didn’t
ie Mordecal because Mordecal
wouldn’t bow down to him. Since
Mordecai was Jewish, Haman
asked the king to make a law to
have all Jewish PGOPIG kiled. He said
they did not obey the KINg’s laws,
but that was not true.

Mordecai heard about the law. So he
asked Queen Esther to beg the king to
save the lives of the Jewish people.
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Esther knew she could be killed for going to see the king when he had
not asked her to come. But if' he held out his gold rod to her; she would
be safe. To help her be brave, Mordecai wrote her a message that
said, “Who knows? Perhaps God made you queen at this time just so
you can help the Jewish people.”

Queen Esther went and stood in front of the king as he sat on his
throne. God was with her; for the king held out his gold rod to her.
He said, “Queen Esther; | will give you whatever you wish, even if it is
half' of my Kingdom.”

Esther answered, “Please come to dinner, and bring Haman with HOU.”

So the King and Haman went to dinner with Esther: At the table the
King asked Esther again, “What is it you wish?”

Esther answered, “Please come with Haman to another dinner
tomorrow. Then | will tell you what | want.”

When Haman went home, he called for his friends and for his wife.
He br‘agged about how the Kiﬂg had made him more impor‘tant than
anyone else, and how Queen Esther had asked him to come to dinner
two times. Then he said, “But | can't reallg be haPPH as IOﬂg as
Mordecai won’t bow down to me.”

His wife and friends said, “Make a place to hang Mordecai. And ask
the King to let you do It.”

Haman was pleased with this idea. So he had the work done. Then he
went to the palace 1o talk to the king.

That night King Xerxes couldn’t sleep. He told a helper to bring him the
book about things that had happened while he was king. As the book
was read to him, he learned that Mordecai had once saved his life.
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When the Kiﬂg’S helper‘s told him that Haman wanted to see him, he
said, “Yes, tell him to come in.” The Kiﬂg said, “Haman, what is the
greatest thing | can do to honor a man who has helped mer?”

Haman thOUth that he was the one the Kiﬂg wanted to honor: So he
said, “Let one of your most impor‘tant leaders pUt your robe on the
man and lead him thl"OUgh the C]’(H streets on your horse. Have the
leader shout, ‘See how the king IS honoring this man!*”

“Good” the Kiﬂg said to Haman. “Take these robes and get my horse.
Then do for Mordecai all the thiﬂgS you have talked about.”

Well, there was nothing Haman could do but obeg the King. So he put
the King’s robes on Mordecai and led him on horseback through the
citg streets. Haman shouted, “See how the King iS honoring this manl”

Afterward Haman hurried home, hOPiﬂg No one would see him.

At Queen Esther’s second dinner; she told the Kiﬂg about Haman’s plan
to Kill Mordecai and all the rest of* her people. So the Kiﬂg said to hang
Haman instead of Mordecai. Then the king said that the Jewish people
could fight anyone who tried to hurt them. So they did. Although no
one thought much about God in those days, he was still there. And one
day, God would send another Deliverer who would save his p60p|6 =
this time, foreven.

How did Esther help to save the Jewish people?

What might have happened to Esther if the king didn’t want to
see her?

What did Haman have to do for Mordecai?

26



N\ el
NS =2

Ezra 7-8; Nehemiah

A Jewish priest named Ezra was living in Persia. He knew that many
Jews had gone back to Judah to build the Temple again. So now he led
more Jewish people back to the city of Jerusalem so he could teach
God's laws 10 the people there.

Nehemiah, another Jewish man, worked for the king in Persia. When
Nehemiah learned that the wall around Jerusalem had been torn
down, he felt sad. So the king let him go back home too. He got his
people together; and theg built up the wall.
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One day after the Jewish people had built the wall around Jerusalem,
they met together near one of the gates in the wall. They asked
Ezra the priest to bring from the Temple the book of God’s laws that
Moses had written down. So Ezra brought out the Book of' the Law
and stood up high where all the people could see him. Then he opened
the book and read from morning until noon. Everyone listened - the
men, the women, and the children, too. And the Levites explained
what Ezra read.

When the people heard God’s laws and remembered how often
they had disobeyed them, they began crying. But Nehemiah and Ezra
and the Levites said to them, “Don’t cry, for this is a day
to be happy and worship God. bon’t be sad, for the joy
of the Lord makes Yyou strong. Go and enjoy some
good food and sweet drinks. Share your food

¢ w, with those who don’t have any.” So all the people
went to have a big dinner and to share their
food. They were happy because now they could
understand God's words.



The next day theg came to Ezra again so that he could read more
of God’s laws to them. This time he read that they were to have a
special festival each Hear: ThGU were to make little shelters from tree
branches. This was to remind them that their families from |Oﬂ9 ago
had lived in the wilderness. There hadn’t been such a happy festival
in Jerusalem for many years.

Then the people remembered again how often thGU had diSObGUGd
God. So theg met once more. This time theg were sad and went
without food as ’(hGH told God about their sins.

Their leaders wrote down their pr‘omise to ObGH all of God’s
commands. Nehemiah and many other leaders signed the promise.

Now the PGOPIG had a new Temple in Jerusalem, where theg could
worship God. And they had a new wall around the city to keep
them safe.

But several years later the people once again FOPQOt their promise
to ObGU God’s laws. Nehemiah praged and Kept doing what he could
to please God.

Why did Ezra go back to Jerusalem?

Why did Nehemiah go back?

Why did the people cry at first when they heard God’s words?
What made the people happy again?

This chapter‘ completes the S'(OF‘U of the Old Testament.
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The Bible tells us ﬂOthiﬂg more about the Jewish people until
Jesus was born more than four hundred years later: HiS’(OF‘H
books tell us that King Herod fixed up the Temple again and made
it even more beautiful. He did it to please the Jews. And he did it
JUS’( a few years before Jesus was born.

In the New Testament we wil see how God Kept his promises
about sending Jesus, the Savior:






Matthew [; Mark [:|-3; Luke |

[t was time for the Savior to come to earth. Ever‘yone needed him,
for no one was pleasing God. No one was obeying him. Everyone was
a sinner; just as Adam and Eve had been. When Adam and Eve sinned
in the Garden of Eden, God promised them that a Savior would come
someday to take away their sins.

The prophets, too, had of'ten told God's people that this wonderful
Savior was coming. But the prophets said that someone else would
come first. This person would tell the people to get ready for the
Savior by turning away from their sins. The New Testament begins
with the story of this man’s parents.

AN angel Visits Zecharian

AN old priest named Zechariah worked at the Temple, helping the
people to WOF‘ShiP God. He and his wife, Elizabeth, were careful to
ObGH all of God’s commands, but God had never given them a child.

One da3 at the hour of prayer it was Zechariah’s turn to go into
the HOlU Place where the 90|d altar was. Suddenly he saw an angel
standing beside the altar! Zechariah was very afraid.
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But the angel said, “bon’t be afraid, Zechariah. | have come to tell you
that God wil giVG you and Elizabeth a son. You are to name him John.
He will be filled with God’s Holy Spirit from the time he is born. He
will tell the Israelites about the Savior who is coming, and he will help
many people turn from their sins and obeg Goa.”

“How can | be sure this will happen?” Zechariah asked the angel.

“I am Gabriel,” the angel replied. “l live in heaven and stand close to
God, doing whatever he commands me. He sent me to tell you this
good news. And because you didn’t believe me, you will not be able to
speak until all that | have told you comes true.”
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AN angel Visits Marg

Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, had a young cousin named Marg. Six
months after the angel talked to Zechariah in the Temple, God sent
his angel to Mar‘g. She was afraid, for she had never seen an angel
before. But Gabriel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary! God has decided to
bless you. You are going to have a babg bOH, and you are to name
him Jesus.”

Mary didn’t understand how she could have a baby, for she wasn’t
married and had never slept with a man. But the angel explained that
baby Jesus would have no human father; for he would be the Son of
God. Mary still didn't understand. But she said, “l wil do whatever
God wants.”
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AN angel Visits JOSGPh

Mary was engaged to marry Joseph, a carpenter: When Joseph
heard that Mary was going to have a baby, he was sad. He thought
some other man was the
baby's father: He would
have to tell Mary that

he couldn’t marry

her: BUt while he was
sleeping. an angel told
him that God was the
babg’s father, and the
baby’s name would be
Jesus. The angel said it was *
all right for Joseph to get
married to Mary after all
So he did, and he took
care of Mary while she
waited for her baby to

be born.

What did the angel tell Zechariah?
What happened to Zechariah when he didn’t believe the angel?

What did Mar‘g say when the angel told her she was going to
have & baby?

What was the angel’s message to JOSGPh?
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Luke 1:39-80

Af'ter the angel told Mar‘y she was 90iﬂ9 tohave a babg, MGPH went to
visit her cousin Elizabeth. Even though Elizabeth was an older woman.,
she was going to have a baby too, just s the angel had told her
husband, Zechariah. The babg inside herJumped f‘Ol"JOH when Marg
came because he knew the babg inside Marg was VGF‘U special.

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for apout three months. Then she went
back to her home in Nazareth.
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Soon after Mary left, God gave Zechariah and Elizabeth the son he
had promised them. When the baby was eight days old, Zechariah
and Elizabeth’s Familg and friends came to set him apar‘t as God’s
child and to decide on his name. The people wanted to call the babg
Zechariah, because that was his father’s name. But his mother said,
“No, we will name him John.”

“Oh, no,” theg said to her; “no one in your FamilU has that name.” Then
they talked to Zechariah with motions, asking him what he wanted to
name the baby. Because he had not believed the angel, he couldn’t
speak Het. So he wrote these words: “His name is John.” All of' the
people in the house were SUl"Pl"iSGd, for theg didn’t know about the
angel at the Temple who had given the baby this name. Suddenly
Zechariah could talk again!

Little John grew, and the Lord blessed him. When he was older; he
lived out in the lonely wilderness away from other people. He stayed
there until the time came for him to preach to God’s people and tell
them about Jesus. This child God had given to Zechariah and Elizabeth
was John the Baptist, the one who came to prepare the way for
Jesus, the Savion

Whom did Mary go to visit?

What could Zechariah do after he wrote that the baby’s name
was John?

What job did God have for John the Baptist af'ter he grew up?
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Luke 2:1-2I

The Jewish people were under the rule of the Romans. So theg had
to do whatever the Roman emperor and his leaders told them to.
The emperor now made a law that the name and address of' every
person must be written down. He told all of the pGOP|G to go to the
cities where their families had lived many, many years before. Then
the Roman officers could write down their names. So JOSGPh and
MaI"H went to Bethlehem. That’s because JOSGPh was from the Familg
of King David, who had lived in Bethlehem hundreds of' years before.

When Mar‘g and JOSGph came to Bethlehem, there was no place for
them to stay. So they went out to a stable. That’s where dOﬂKGHS and
camels and other animals slept. While MarH and JOSGPh were there,
Mary's baby boy was born. He was the baby that the angel Gabriel
had told Mary and JOSGPh to name Jesus. Marg wrapped the babg in
Stf‘ipS of' cloth and laid him in a manger. That’s where the animals ate
their food. But babg Jesus was safe in the manger.

That night some shepherds were in the fields outside of town. They
were Watohing their sheep, Keeping them safe from wild animals.
SUddGI’ﬂH an angel came, and the br‘ightness of God was all around
them. The shepher‘ds were ter‘riblg scared.
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But the angel said, “bon’t be afraid, for | have 900d news for You. It’s
for everyone in the world! Your Savior was born tonight in Bethiehem!
His name is Christ the Lord. This is how you will know him. You will find
himin a manger; wr‘apped in StP]pS of' cloth.”

Then suddenly many more angels came. Theg were all praising God
and saging, “GIOPH to God! Peace on earth between God and those
who please him.”

Af'ter the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds talked together:
They said, “Let’s hurry to Bethiehem and find the baby.” So they
ran into town. Soon theg found MarH and JOSGPh. And the baby Was
ina mangerJust as the angel had said he would bel Afterward the
shepher‘ds returned to their sheep. AS thGH went back, theg pr‘aised
God for what the angels had told them and for the babg theg had
seen. He was the Savior

When the baby was eight dags old, Mar‘g and JOSGph named him Jesus.
That was the name that the angel Gabriel had told them to give him.

Why did JOSGPh and Mar‘g go to Bethiehem?

Tell about something special that happened in Bethlehem.
What is a stable, and what is a manger?

How did some shepherds learn about baby Jesus?
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Luke 2:22-38

Baby Jesus was probably about six or seven weeks old when Joseph
and Mary took him from Bethiehem to the Temple at Jerusalem. They
worshiped God at the Temple. And they set baby Jesus apart as 6od's
child, for he was the Son of God.

A wonderful old man named Simeon was at the Temple that day.
Simeon loved God very much. For years he
had been waiting to see the Savior whom
God had promised to send. The Holy

Spirit had promised Simeon that he

would not die before seeing the Savior:

So the Holy Spirit told Simeon to go to

the Temple on the day Jesus’ parents

took him there.
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When Simeon saw Joseph and Mar‘g with babg Jesus, Simeon took
the babg in his arms. He said, “Now, Lord, your promise has come
true. | have seen the Savior: Now | can die in peace.”

Also at the Temple that day was a very old woman named Anna. She
was a prophet, S0 God sometimes told her about things that were
going to happen in the future. For many years she had lived at the
Temple so that she could WOI"ShiP there at any time, dag and ﬂ]ght.

Anna came in and saw Simeon hOldiﬂg the babg Jesus in his arms as
he talked to Mary and Joseph. Then Anna began thanking God for
letting her see God’s Son. And she talked about Jesus to all of the
PGOPIG who were waiting for God to come and help them.

Where in Jerusalem did Mar‘g and JOSGPh take babg Jesus?
What had Simeon been waiting for many years to see?
Why did Anna thank God?
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Matthew 2

It was some time af'ter Jesus had been born. Now several wise men
who knew how to StUdH the stars came to Jerusalem from a land in
the east. “Where is the child who is King of the Jews?” they asked.
“We have seen his star and have come to WOF‘Ship him.”

When King Herod heard them asking about a new King, he began to
worry. He was the king, and he didn’t want anyone else to have his
Job! He called for some teachers who had spent their lives studying
the Scriptures. Then he asked them if' the Bible said where the new
King would be born.

“Yes,” theg r‘eplied. “One of the pr‘ophets wrote that it would be in the
city of Bethlehem.”

So Herod said to the wise men, “Go to Bethlehem and look for the
child. When you find him, come back and tell me so that | can wor‘ship
him too!”

So the wise men went to Bethlehem. On the way, theg were very
happg when the star thGH had seen before came to them again.
It went ahead of them and stopped Pight over a house. ThGH went
in and saw the young child with MarH, his mother: ThGU bowed low
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before him, worshiping him. Then they gave presents to the new little
King - special gifts of gold and spices. Afterward they returned to
their own countr‘y. But theg didn’t go thr‘ough Jerusalem, because
in a dream God warned them not to tell King Herod where Jesus
was. God knew that the king didn’t really want to worship little Jesus.
INnstead, Herod wanted to kill the child so Jesus would never be able to
take the King’s place.

Then an angel of the Lord talked to Joseph in a dream. He told Joseph
to hurry to Egypt with Mary and little Jesus. So Joseph woke them up
in the night, and theg left for EQHP’(. That’s where they staged until
Kiﬂg Herod died. At that time an angel came to LJOSGPh in a dream
again and told him, “Go back to the land of' Israel. The PGOPlG who
tried to kill Jesus are dead.”

JOSGph did as the angel said.

WhH did wise men come to Jerusalem from far awag?
What was Kiﬂg Herod afraid that Jesus would do somedag?
What did the wise men do when they saw Jesus in Bethiehem?

Where did an angel tell dOSGPh to take Marg and little Jesus?
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Luke 2:39-52

When JOSGPh and Mar‘g and the bOH Jesus came back to Israel,
theg went to a town called Nazareth. That’s where theg lived while
Jesus grew up.

EVGI"H Hear‘ JOSGPh and Mar‘g went to Jerusalem for the Passover
festival. When Jesus was twelve years old, he went with them. Mang
other families also went to Jerusalem. ThGH all went to celebrate
and remember when God passed over the homes of' the Israelites in
EQHPto Keeping their families safe.

After the special time came to an end, the p60p|6 started walking
back to their homes. JOSGPh and MarU saw that Jesus wasn’t with
them, but thGH thought he was with some of their friends, so theg
didn’t worry. When e\/ening came, they began asking if’ anyone had
seen him. But no one had. BH this time theg were getting very worried.

Theg went back to Jerusalem to look for Jesus there. It took them
a dag to go back, and it was another ddH before thGH f‘inally found
him. He was at the Temple, talking with the great teachers there. He
Was Iistening to them and asking them qUGStiOHS. These men were
sur‘pr‘ised at how much Jesus knew. After all, he was Oﬂ|H twelve
years old, and theg had been teaching for many years.
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Mar‘g called to Jesus, “Sonl! Whg have you treated us like this? We
have been Iooking for you ever‘gwhere.”

Jesus was sur‘pr‘ised. He asked, “Didn’t you know | would be here at
my Father’s house, the Temple.?”

Joseph and Mary didn’t understand what he meant. But when Jesus
grew older; his mother remembered what he had said and often
thought about it. Later; she understood it. Jesus was God’s Son, so of
course he would call the Temple his Father’s house. And of course he
would want to be there.

AAbAAAAALAAMMAAA
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But for now, Jesus went
back home to Nazareth with
Mary and Joseph. He did
all that they told him to do.
And as he grew up, he grew
tall and wise. God loved him,
and PGOPIG loved him too!
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Matthew 3; Mark [:4-15

The next we are told about Jesus, he was a man thir‘tg years old.
But onlg a few people knew that he was the Son of God, for John the
Baptist hadn’t started telling people about him.

At that time John was |iViﬂ9 alone out in the wilderness. His clothes
were made of hair from camels. Around his waist he wore a leather
belt. He ate big grasshoppers called locusts. And he ate hOﬂGH made
by wid bees.

But now the time had come for John to pr‘each to the PGOP|6. He
would tell them to get r‘eady for the Savior bH tUI"ﬂ]ﬂg away from
their sins. He began preaching beside the Jordan River, where great
crowds came to hear him. He told them that the Savior would soon be
coming. The people must not think that their sins would be forgiven
JUSt because thGH came from a QOOd f‘amilg like Abraham’s! No, theg
were to ObGH God.
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Mang who heard John preach were sorry for their sins and turned
away from them. And John baptized the PGOPIG in the river.

Then Jesus came to John and asked to be baptized, but John didn’t
want to do it. He said, “l need to be baptized bH you. Why do you
come to me?” He knew that Jesus had no sins to be washed away.
SO why should he be baptized?

Jesus told John to baptize him anyway. “We must do ever‘gthing that
is r‘ight,” Jesus said. So John agr‘eed.

When John baptized Jesus, the SKH above Jesus opened. Something
that looked like a dove came down from heaven and sat on him.
It was the HOIH Spirit. At the same time God’s voice SPOKG from
heaven, saying, “This is my son. I love him very much, and | am very
pleased with him.”
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John 2:1-12

One day Jesus went to a wedding in the town of Gana. His mother and
his followers went there too. DUF‘iﬂg the wedding supper, the wine ran
out. There was nothing more to drink. Jesus’ mother told him about
it. Then she told the servants to do whatever he told them to.

There were six large stone waterJars at the house. PGOPIG would use
the water from jars like that to wash their hands before they ate.

Jesus told the servants, “Fill theJars with water” So theg did. Then
he said to take some to the person in charge of the wedding supper.
When they did, the water had become winel

42



The man in charge didn’t know that Jesus had ohanged the water
to wine, even thOUgh the servants did. SO when he tasted how 900d
it was, he called the br‘idegr‘oom over. “I've never known of anyone
who saved the best wine till the end” he said. “EVGI”‘HOHG else serves
the best first. And af'ter everyone has had enough, theg serve the
wine that isn’t so good.”

This was Jesus’ first miracle. When his followers saw what he had
done, theg believed in him. Theg knew that no one but the Son of God
could have done it.

Why did Jesus go to Cana?
Who went with Jesus to the wedding?

What did Jesus do at the Wedding that no one but the Son of
God could have done?
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* . John 3:l-2I x

It was time for Jesus to go to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. The
Jewish people celebrated this holiday every year:

Nicodemus was one of' the leaders of the Jews. Af'ter dark one night,
he came to see Jesus and said, “Teacher, we know God has sent you.
You can do miracles, which show us that God is with gou.”

Jesus said, “Unless you are born again, you will never see God’s
Kingdom!”

“What?” Nicodemus asked in surprise. “How can a person be born a
second time? Can he go back inside his mother’s bOdH as a tiny babg
and be born again?”

*
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Then Jesus talked about what he meant by being born again. He said
that our parents give us life on this earth. but the Spirit of God gives
us a new life from heaven. It’s a life that will last forever.

Jesus said that he would be lif'ted up on a cross to die for our sins.
He told Nicodemus how much God loves the PGOPIG of' the world: God
sent his only Son into the world to die for everyone. God did it so that
people who ook Up to Jesus and believe will not be punished for their
sins. Instead, thGH will be f‘OPgiVGﬂ and live forever in heaven after
they die.

Who was Nicodemus?
What did Jesus say that surprised Nicodemus?
Who can giVG us new life so that it’s like we are born again?

Why did God send his only Son, Jesus, into the worla?
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John Y:|-42

One day Jesus and his followers came to a town in Samaria. Just
outside the town was a well where people would go to get water.
It was hot, and Jesus was tired. So he sat down by the well while his
disciples went into town to buy food.

A woman car‘r‘ging an emptHJar came from the town to get some
water: This woman had done many things that did not please God.
Jesus knew this, because he knows everything about us. He told the
woman some of' the things she had done that did not please God.
She didn’t know UG’( that Jesus was God’s Son, the Savior: So she was
surprised. She said, “Sir; | see you are a prophet.” She knew that
Jesus must be a person to whom God told things that other PGOPIG
didn’t know.




“I know that the Savior is Coming into the world,” the woman said to
Jesus. “And when he comes, he will tell us ever‘gthing.”

Then Jesus told her; “I am the Savior!”

The woman lef't her waterJar and hurried back to town. She said to
the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything | ever didl
Could this be the Savior?”

The PGOPIG hurried out to the well to see Jesus. When theg heard
him, thGH asked him to please stay for a while. So he stayed in the
town for two dags, and the people listened caref UIIH to what he
taught them. Then theg said to the woman, “We, too, believe Jesus
Is the Savior: But it’s not just because of what you told us about him.
We have heard him for ourselves, and now we know that he is the

Savior from heaven.”







But Jesus told the man, “Go home, because
your son IS alr‘eady well again. He will not
die. He will livel”

The man believed Jesus, so he started
back home. But before he got there, his
servants met him. They said, “Your son is
welll” He asked them what time the child
had started to get better: Theg answered,
“Yesterday at about one o’clock in the
afternoon the fever left him.”

The man knew that this was the same time
Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live!”
So the rich man and all his family believed
in Jesus as the Son of God.

What did a rich man want Jesus to do?

What did Jesus tell the man?

What time was it when Jesus said the man’s son would be well?
When did the rich man’s son get well?
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When Jesus came to the Sea of* Galilee near the town of Caper‘naum,
big crowds of people came to hear him preaoh. There were so many
people that theg almost pushed Jesus into the water: Then he noticed
two fishing boats along the shore. Near the boats were the fishermen,
washing their nets. So Jesus stepped into one of' the boats - it bGlOﬂng
to Peter. He asked Peter to pUSh his boat out a little way into the water:
Then Jesus sat down and taught the pGOP|6 from the boat.

When he had finished, he told Peter and his brother; Andrew, to go
out on the lake. Jesus said to let down their nets and theg would catch
many fish.

Peter answered, “Sir; we fished all night and didn’t catch a thing. But
if you say so, we’ll try again.” They were surprised that in just a little
while they had caught many fish. All those fish were too heavy for the
nets, and the nets began to tear. Peter and Andrew shouted to their
friends, James and John, who were in the other boat. They asked
them to come and help. Theg all worked together: f‘illing both boats
with fish until they aimost sank from the weight of' all those fish!

When Peter saw the miracle Jesus had done, he got down on his
knees and worshiped Jesus.

Where did Jesus sit and teach a Iarge group of people?

What did Peter say when Jesus told him and Andrew they would
catch many fish?

Why did Peter and Andrew need help from their two friends?
Why did Peter worship Jesus?
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Matthew [2:9-15;
Mark l:lo-2:12; 3:|-19; Luke 5:l-ll, 17-20; ©:6-I3

Jesus had helped Peter and Andrew find a lot of fish. Now Jesus said
to the fishermen, “Come with me. I'll show you how to find people
instead of fish.” Jesus asked James and his brother; John, to follow him
too. So all four fishermen left their boats, their nets, and everything
else. They went with Jesus and followed him everywhere because
they were Jesus® disciples now.

Oone dag Jesus went to the home of Andrew and Peter: James and
John were there too. Peter’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a

7 % e P
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high fever: The men wanted Jesus to h€|P her: So he went and stood
beside her bed. He took her by the hand and helped her to sit up.
Right away she became well, and she got up and cooked dinner for
GVGI"UOHGI

Af'ter sunset, a big crowd of PGOPlG gathered in front of' the house.
They brought many Sick people to Jesus so he could make them well.
They brought people With evil spirits, too. The crowd watched as
Jesus made sick PGOP|6 well and sent evil spir‘its away.

In the morning, Iong before it was Iight, Jesus went out to a lonely
place to pray. Even thOUgh he was God’s Son, he was |iViﬂ9 on the
earth as a man. And he needed to pray for God's helpJust as the
rest of us do.

While he was away, many people looked for Jesus. When they found
him, they asked him not to leave. But Jesus said, “l must go and preach
the Good News about God’s Kingdom in other places too.”

%ARTH@LOMH\J
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So Jesus traveled to different cities, where he preaohed to Iarge
crowds and made sick people well. When he came back to the Citg
of Caper‘naum, Jesus healed a man who couldn’t walk. And on the
Sabbath dag of WOF‘ShiP, he healed a man who had a small hand that
he couldn’t use.

The Jewish leaders became angry. They were UpSGt because Jesus
had healed a man on the Sabbath, the day that God had told his people
to rest. Theg didn’t pay any attention to Jesus when he said, “If' one
of your sheep fell into a well on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you PUll it out?
A person iS much more important than a sheep! So of course it is
right to do good on the Sabbath.”

The angry leaders began to talk about killing Jesus. SO he and his
d]SCiP|€S went away to the Sea of' Galilee. Many PGOPlG from mang
plaoes came to see Jesus when they heard of the wonderful thiﬂgS
he did. The sick people crowded around him to touch him, because
when they did, they got well




One night Jesus went up on a mountain by himself. He stayed there
until morning, praying to God. Then he called his disciples to him. He
chose twelve of them to be special friends and helpers who would be
with him all the time. He would teach them to preach and do miracles.
The twelve were called “apostles,” and these were their names:

Peter

Andrew (Peter’s brother)
James (son of Zebedee)
John (James’s brother)
Philip

Bartholomew

Thomas

Matthew (the tax collector)
James (son of' Alphaeus)
Thaddaeus

Simon

Judas Iscariot

What did Jesus ask the four fishermen to dor
How did Jesus help Peter’s mother-in-law?

What did Jesus do all ﬂight before he chose his twelve
special helpers?

What were the twelve speoial diSCiPIGS called? How many
of them can you namer
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Matthew 5-7; Luke ©:20-49

When Jesus saw crowds of' PGOPlG coming to him, he climbed a il
He began teaching his diSCiPlGS bU saging:

God blesses those who realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is given to them.

God blesses those who are gentle, for the whole earth wil bGIOﬂg
to them.

God blesses those who are merciful, who care for others, for theg
will be shown mercy. God will be kKind to them.

God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they Wwill see God.

God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called
God’s children.

Jesus also taught his followers how to pray.
His words are called the Lord’s Pr‘agem

Our Father in heaven, may your name be honored.
Mag your Kingdom come soon.

Mag your will be done here on earth,
JUS’( as it is in heaven.
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Give us our food for todag.

And f‘Of‘giV@ us our sins, JUSt as we have Forgiven those who have
sinned against us.

And don't let us give in to temptation, but save us from the evil one.

[Parents, you may want to repeat the Lord’s Prayer using the words
you say in your church.]

Jesus continued teaohing the people. He said that when others are
unkind to us and hurt us, we must not hurt them back. Instead we
must do 900d thiﬂgS for them and pray for them and love them. Then
we Wil be acting like true children of our Father in heaven.

Jesus told his diSCip|GS not JUSt to pr‘etend to be nice in order to
get pr‘aise for it. Instead, we should please God bU r‘eallg being nice
to others.

Then Jesus said we must send our money ahead of us to heaven.
How do we do this? BH giViﬂg money to our church and Sundag
school and to missionaries and to poor PGOP|G. If we do these thiﬂgS,
someday in heaven we will have more things to make us happg than
all the money in the world can bUU.

Jesus talked again about how to treat other PGOP|G. He said it is very
impor‘tant to treat others the way you would like them to treat you.

Jesus also told an important StOI"H about two men. Each of them
built a house. The wise man built his house on a rock. When he had
finished it, a big storm came up. But the rain and wind could not hurt
the house because it was built on a solid rock.
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The foolish man built his house on sand. When the storm came, the
rain washed away the sand beneath his house, and the wind blew
against the house. So it fell down with a big crash.

Jesus said that it we listen to his
teaching and do what he tells
us to do, we are like the wise
man Who built his house on

the rock. But those who listen
to Jesus without obeying

him are like the foolish man
Who built his house on the

sand. Those who love and

trust Jesus and say sorry to
him for their sins will be saved.
They will live safely in heaven
someday. But those who don’t obey
him will not have a home in heaven.

What kinds of' people does 6od bless?

What are some things Jesus teaches us
to pray about?

How does Jesus want us to treat people
who are unkind?

How can we be like the wise man who
built his house on a rock?
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Matthew [3:1-23;
Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:1-5

Jesus of'ten told stories with lessons about God. These stories are
called parables.

Oone dag big crowds of' people followed Jesus as he walked along the
shore of the lake. SO he got into a boat and taught the PGOPIG from
there. He told them this StOPH.

A farmer went out into the field to plant some seeds. Some of the
seeds fell on a path where the dirt was hard. Then birds flew down
and ate the seeds.

Some of the seeds fell around stones and rocks. The seeds began
to grow into little plants. But there wasn’t enough dirt on top of' the
rocks for strong roots to grow down into the earth. So the little
plants dried up and died.

And some of' the seeds fell where weeds were growing. The seeds
began to grow, but the weeds shut out the sunshine the plants needed.
SO these little plants soon died too.
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But some of' the seeds fell on 900d ground. There was plenty of sof't
dirt that was ready for the seeds. The rain watered those seeds and
the sun warmed them. Soon thGU grew bigger‘ and bigger: And af'ter
a few months there was a |ar‘9e crop of gr‘ain. There was a hundred
times as much as the farmer had planted!

When Jesus was alone with his disoiples, theg asked him to explain this
par‘able to them. He told them that the seeds are like God’s words.
ANnd the farmer is the one who br‘ings Goad’s words to people.

Some of' the people who hear God’s words have hard hearts like
the hard path. ThGH won’t believe God’s message. Just as the birds
ate the seeds that fell on the hard path, these PGOP|6 let Satan take
God’s words away. He makes them think that other th]ﬂgS are more
important than God.
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Others who hear God’s words are happg to hear them at first, and
they trg to obeg him. But as soon as they have trouble or hear others
laughing at them, '(hGH turn away from God. They are like the places
with stones and rocks.

some people hear God's words and are glad. But afterward thGU
begin to care more about their money and their things than they do
about God. These things crowd Jesus out of their |iVGS,JUSt as weeds
can crowd out many seeds.

But some people listen careFullg to evergthing God Says. Theg
remember his words and tr‘y every day to please him bH ObGHiﬂg
him. ThGH are like 900d soil, where seeds grow well and there is a
crop of up to one hundred times as

much seed as the farmer planted.

S i A 45 o B A i e o

can you name the four kinds of' places where seed fell in
Jesus’ S’(OI"H?

What did Jesus say the seeds in his StOI"H were like?

When you hear God’s words, which kind of ground do you
want to be like?
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Matthew 8:23-27;
Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25

It was evening when Jesus and his disciples got into a boat. They
began sailing over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. But suddenlg
the wind began to blow very hard, and there was a terrible storm
on the lake. High waves came up over the sides of the boat. Soon it
was getting full of water and beginning to sink. But Jesus was asleep
at the back of the boat.

“Teacher!” the diSC]P|€S shouted at him. “Save us! We’ll allbe drowned!”

Then Jesus stood up and SPOKG to the wind and the water. He said,
“Be quiet!”

The wind stopped blowing, and the water became very stil and quiet.
There were no more h]gh waves, so water wasn’t coming into the
boat anymore. Then Jesus asked his d]SC]P|GS, “WhH were you afraid?
Why do you have so lttle faith?”

Even though the disciples were Jesus® friends, it was hard for them to
understand how Jesus could make the wind and the water obey him.
They still didn’t know that Jesus was God’s Son, and that he could do
anything! They asked each other;, “Who is Jesus anyway? How did he
do that?”
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Matthew 9:[8-26;
Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56

When Jesus came back to Caper‘naum, one of the leaders of the
synagogue - the Jewish place of WOI"ShiP - came to Jesus. The man
got down on his knees and said, “My little girl is very sick, and I'm
afraid she is 90iﬂ9 to die. Please come and PUt your healing hands on
her so that she will get well.”

Jesus and his disoiples went with the father A big crowd of people
followed along.

In the crowd was a woman wWho had been sick for twelve
years. She had given doctors all her money, but she
was getting worse instead of' better: When the
woman heard that Jesus was in town, she said to
herself, “If | can only touch him, Il get well.” So

she pushed her way through the crowd. As soon

as she touched Jesus, her sickness was gone.

Jesus felt the healing power
go out of him, so he
turned around and asked,
“Who touched me?”




The disciples said, “The whole crowd is pushing against you” But
Jesus kept IOOKiﬂg around to see who had done it. The woman knew
what had happened. She was shaking as she came to Jesus and told
him what she had done.

“Daughter: don’t be afraid,” Jesus said to her: “Because of your faith
N me, you are well.”

He was still talking to the woman when messengers came to tell the
father of the sick girl, “Your chid has died. There is no need for
Jesus to come now.”

But Jesus told the father; “Don’t be afraid. Just trust me.”

When theg came to the house, Jesus saw the p60p|6 and heard them
crying. He said to them, “Why cry? The chid Isn’t dead. She is only
asleep!” He meant that she would soon be alive again, like someone
waking up from S|66P. But the people didn’t believe him, so theg
laughed at him.

Then Jesus told the people to go outside. He told three of' his disciples =
Peter; James, and John - and the girl’s father and mother to come with
him into the room where she lay. Jesus took the girl by the hand and
said, “Get up, little gir‘ll” And the 9""|, who was twelve years old,Jumped
up and started walking! Her parents were so happg ’(hGH didn’t know
what to do. So Jesus told them, “Give her something to eat.”

What did the father of' a sick girl want Jesus to do?

Oon the way to the gil"l’S house, how did Jesus help a woman in
the crowad?

After the girl died, what did Jesus do to help her?

265



vﬁ&“&%

Matthew 105 4:13-2l;
Mark ©o:6-13, 30-44; Luke 9:l-6, 10-17; John ©:I-15

Jesus sent his twelve disciples all through the land to preach the Good
News. They went out to the cities and towns, preaching to the people
and maKing sick people well. When they came back, theg told Jesus
about everything they had done.
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“Let’s get away to some quiet place where you can rest for a while,”
Jesus said. There were so many people oomihg and 90]n9 that Jesus
and his twelve special helpers didn’t even have time to eat.

So they all got into a boat and sailed to the other side of' the Sea of
Galilee, where theg could be alone. But many people saw where Jesus
Was 90"’19, SO they walked around the lake and met him there.

Jesus could see that the people needed him, Just like sheep need a
shepherd. So he told them about God, his Father. He Kept on teaohing
until late in the day.

Then his diSClplGS came to him. ThGH said, “Send the people away so
thGU can bUU food, for it will soon be dark.”

“They don’t need to go away,” Jesus said. “You feed theml Philip,
where can we buy bread for evergone?” Jesus alr‘eadg Knew what
he was going to do, but he wanted to hear what Philip would say.

Philip said, “It would take a lot more money than we have to feed all
this crowd”

Then Peter’s brother, Andrew, said that a young bO\k_.j in the crowd had
five loaves of bread and two small fish. But he knew that wouldn’t
feed many people.
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Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit down in groups on the
green grass. Then Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up to
heaven, and thanked God for the food. He broke the loaves into pieces
and gave some bread and fish to the disciples. Then they passed the
food around to the people. And the strangest thing happened. As the
disciples broke off' pieces of bread, the loaves were still the same
size as before, so there was enough for everyone!l And it was the
same Wwith the fish.

About five thousand men had
dinner that day. The women
and children with them had
dinner too. And the food all
came from the five loaves
and two fish. EVGI"HOHG had
plentg to eat, and there
were even twelve baskets

of' bread lef't over!

What food was In the boy's lunch?
HOW many PGOP|G did Jesus feed with the bOH S |Un€h?

Why could Jesus feed so many people with such a it
(Hint: Who is Jesus’ Father?) =
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Luke 10:25-37

One time when Jesus was teaching people, a man who knew God’s
law very well came to him. The man asked this question to test Jesus:
“Teacher; what must | do to live forever?”

“What does God’s law say?” Jesus asked him.

The man said, “You must love God with all your heart and all your
soul. You must love him with all your str‘ength and all your mind. And
you must love your neighbor‘ as much as you love HOUF‘SGlﬂ”

“Right!™ Jesus replied. “Do that and you will live.”
“But who is my neighbor.?” the man asked.
Jesus answered bH ’(Glliﬂg him this StOF‘U=

A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, but some
robbers stopped him. They took his clothes and money and beat him
up. Theg left him half-dead beside the road.

269



While he 1ay there on the ground, too weak to get up, a Jewish priest
went by. He was a teacher of God's law. But instead of being kind to
the hurt man, he crossed over to the other side of the road. He went
on his way, as if' he didn’t see the man. Next, a worship leader from
the Temple came along. This Levite saw the hurt man beside the road.
But he, too, went to the other side. He kept right on walking without
trying to help.
But then a Samaritan man came by. The Jews and Samaritans didn’t
like each other: But when the Samaritan saw the hurt Jewish man, he
felt sorry for him. The Samaritan put medicine and bandages on the
places where the man had been hurt. Then he
put the man on his donkey. He took the man
to an inn, where he stayed that night,
taking care of the hurt man. The next
day he paid the man’s bill. And he asked
the person in charge of the inn to care
for the hurt man until he was well again.




The Samaritan said he would pay the rest of the bill the next time he
came to the inn.

At the end of his storg, Jesus asked, “Which of the three men was a
neighbor to the hurt mane”

“The one who helped him,” said the man who knew all about
God’s law.

Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same for everyone who needs
your help.”







Luke 10:38-42

Jesus and his disciples came to the town of' Bethang, which was near
Jerusalem. Jesus alwags liked to StOP there to Visit two sisters named
Martha and Mar‘g. Theg also had a brother named Lazarus.

When Jesus came, MarH sat bH his feet and listened to him. She
wanted to hear him tell about God and his Kingdom.

But Martha was worried about the big dinner she was getting readg.
She was angry with her sister for not helping. She said to Jesus,
“Lord, don’t you care that Marg has left all the work for me to do?
Tell her to come and help me.”

But Jesus said, “Martha, Martha, you get upset S0 easilg. Onlg one
thing is important. Marg has chosen it, and | won’t tell her to stop.
| will let her keep Iistening to me.”
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Luke [5:3-7; John 10:|-30

One day Jesus was talking to some people about sheep and how they
listen to their shepherds. He said, “I am the Good Shepherd. | know
my sheep, and they know me.” He meant that he is like a shepherd to
his disciples, and they follow him like a flock of sheep. Shepherds stay
with their sheep night and day to keep them from getting lost and to
keep them safe from wild animals. Just like a shepherd, Jesus keeps
his followers safe. He keeps us safe from Satan and helps us find our
way to heaven.

Jesus went to the Temple another time and talked to the Jewish
leaders. Theg crowded around him and asked, “If you are the Son
of God, Whg don’t you say sor”

Jesus answered, “l have, but you won’t believe me. That’s because
you are not my sheep. MH sheep listen to my voice and follow me, and
| give them life that lasts forever. They will never be lost. My Father
gave them to me, and no one can ever take them away from me.
MU Father and | are one.” Jesus meant that he is God. He is not God
the Father; but God the Son. Jesus, God's Son, is as QOOd and as gr‘eat
as God the Father.
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On another day Jesus had this to
say: “If you have one hundred
sheep and lose one of them,
don’t you leave all the others
and hunt for the one that is lost?
And when you find it, you put it

on your shoulders and joyfully ¢

carry it home! After you get _

home, you tell all your neighbors ﬁb _
and friends, and they are happy N o A .

with you, because you have
found your lost sheep. Well,
that’s the way it is with people
who sin by doing bad things.
They are like lost sheep. There is
Joy in heaven when even just one
sinner is sorry about doing bad
things and stops doing them.”

What does a shepherd do for his sheep?
What does Jesus do for his followers?
What do we do that makes us like lost sheep?

What can we do to bring JOH in heaven?
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Luke I5:1-2, 1I-32

In Jesus’ time, the tax collectors cheated people whenever they could.
One dag some tax collectors came to hear Jesus, and the Jewish
leaders were UpSGt. They asked, “WhU is Jesus Kind to these men
who do such bad thiHQS? He even eats with them!”

SO Jesus told this story:

A man had two sons. The younger son said to him, “Father; give me
my share of the money you are planning to give my brother and me.”




So his father did. Then this younger son went to a COUHU"H far away.
He did bad things and spent all of the money from his father:

There was no rain, and crops wouldn’t grow where the young man
Was |iViﬂ9. So he couldn’t get enough food to eat. He began working
for a farmer, Feeding the pigS. He was so hungrg he wanted to eat
what the pigS ate. But no one gave him any food.

Finally he said to himself, “At home even the men who work for my
father have plenty to eat. And here | am with no food. I'll go to my
father and tell him that | have sinned against him and against God. I'll
tell him I'm not good enough to be called his son anymore. But I'll ask
him to let me work for him.”

So the young man went back home. While he was still far away, his
father saw him and ran out to meet him. Then his father hugged him,
and he began his speech. “Father; | have sinned against God and you,
and | don’t deserve to be called your son anymore...”

BUt his father said to the servants, “Bring out the best clothes in the
house, and get some sandals. Then fix the best meat we have, and
let’s have a par‘tg. This son of mine was lost, but now he is found.”
S0 they had a big dinner:

When the older son came home from Working in the fields, he heard
the music and dancing. So he called to one of the servants and asked
what was going on.




“Your brother s backl” the servant told him.
“And your father Is having a big party for him.”

The older son was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out,
and the older son said, “I've worked hard for you all my life, and
I've always obeyed you. But you never once gave a party for me.
Now this other son of yours comes back af'ter doing all sorts of bad
things, and you have a party for him.”

The father said, “Son, I've GIWGHS loved you. EVGI"chiﬂg | have is
yours. But we should be happg today, because your brother has
come home. It’s as if he came back to lifel He was lost, and now he
has been found.”

Jesus told this story because he wanted the Jewish leaders to know
that God loves sinners and will forgive them. God will let them be his
children if theg will stop doing bad things, come back and talk to him,
and start obeying him.

In Jesus® story, what did the younger son do with the money
from his father?

When the son came home, how did his father welcome him?
What did the father say to the older son, who was angr‘g?
When we’ve done bad things, will God still love us?
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John [0:39-:45

Jesus lef't Jerusalem for a while. He was preaching to PGOPIG on the
other side of the Jordan River Mang of the PGOPIG there believed
in him.

About that time, Lazarus, who was Mar‘g and Martha’s brother,
became very Sick. His sisters sent a message to Jesus to tell him
about it. Jesus loved Lazarus and Lazarus’s sisters. But when he
heard how sick Lazarus was, he stayed where he was for two more
days. He waited so that when he went back, people would see God’s
power WOPKiﬂg thr‘ough him.

Then he said to his disoiples, “Now let’s go to Bethany. Oour friend
Lazarus is sleeping, and|am 90"’19 to wake him Up.” Jesus meant that
Lazarus had died and that he was going to bl"iﬂg Lazarus back to life
again. But his diSCiPlGS thOUght he meant Lazarus was F‘GStiﬂg.

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus died.”

Mang PGOP|G had gone to Bethang to be with Martha and Marg. who
were very sad. When Martha heard that Jesus had f‘inallg come,
she went out to meet him. “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
wouldn't have died. But | know that even now God wil give you
whatever you ask.”

Jesus told Martha, “Your brother will live again.”
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“Yes, of course,” Martha said. “He will live again when gveryone else
does - at the end of' time.”

Then Jesus said that he is the one who brings life. “People who believe
in me wil live again. Theg will live forever after theg die. Do you
believe this?”

Martha said, “Yes, Lord. | believe in you. | believe that you are God’s
Son and that he sent you into the world.”

Then Martha went back to the house. She told Mar‘g that Jesus had

come and wanted to see her: So Mary ran out to Jesus and got down

on her knees at his feet. “Lord, If you

had been here, my brother wouldn’t
have died.”




When Jesus saw Mar‘g and the other people CI"Hiﬂg, he was UPSGt.
“Where have you buried Lazarus?” Jesus asked.

“Lord, come and see,” the people said.

Then Jesus cried. Some people said, “See how he loved his friend.”
But others said, “This man helps blind people see. couldn’t he have
saved Lazarus from dging?”

Lazarus’s bOdU was in a cave. A stone had been rolled across
the opening.

“Roll the stone away,” Jesus said.

Some of the men rolled the stone away. Jesus shouted, “Lazarus,
come out!l” And Lazarus came back to lifel He walked out of the cave




where he had been buried. His head and hands and feet were
wrapped up in the cloths he had been buried in. “Take the cloths off,”
Jesus told the people, and theg did.

When the people who were with Martha and Marg saw this great
miracle, many of them f inallg believed in Jesus.

After Lazarus died, what did both Martha and Mar‘g say when
theg saw Jesus?

Tell how Jesus helped Lazarus.
After people who believe in Jesus die, what wil happen to them?
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Luke 17:11-19

Jesus and his d]SCip|GS were walking along a road one dag when ten
men with |€pPOSH came to meet Jesus. The IGPGI"S had sore SpOtS all
over their skin. ThGH Knew they were not SUPPOSGd to get too close
to other PGOPIG. If theg did, the other PGOPIG might get sores too. So
theg stood a little way off and shouted, “Jesus, Master; please show
us that you care about us. Please help us.”

Jesus heard the men ShOUtiﬂg to him. He called back to them, “Go and
show HOUI"SGIVGS to the priests.” Jesus said this because if' the IGPGI"S
got well, they had to let a priest see them. If the priest said they were
well, they could go back to their families.




AS these ten men were going to see the pr‘iest, the sores on their skin
went away! But only one of the men came back to thank Jesus for
mahing him well. That man was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, “Didn’t | make ten men well? Where are the other nine?”
Then Jesus told the man, “Stand up and go. You believed in me, and
your faith has made you well.”

Why couldn’t the ten men with |GPI"OSU get close to other people.?
How mang |6P€I"S did Jesus make well?

How many of the men said thank you to Jesus?
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Matthew [9:13-15;
Mark 10:13-1o; Luke 18:15-17

Sick people weren't the only ones who wanted to see Jesus. Some
parents knew how special he was, so they br‘ought their little children
to him. They wanted Jesus to put his hands on them and bless them.
But his disciples tried to send them away.

Jesus was upset with his disciples. “Let the little children come to me,”
he said. “Don’t send them away, for the Kingdom of God belongs
to everyone who is like these children.” Jesus meant that the OHIH
way to get into God's Kingdom is to love him and trust him the way
children do.

Then Jesus picked up the children. As he held each one in his arms,
he placed his hands on the child’s head and prayed for that child.
He blessed all of' the children who came to him.
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Who brought their children to Jesus?
Who tried to send the children away?

What did Jesus tell the disciples?

What did Jesus say is the only way to get into 6od’s Kingdom?
What did Jesus do for the children?
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Luke 18:3]-34; 19:1-10

One day Jesus told his twelve disciples that it was time to go to
Jerusalem. He said that when thGU got there, GVGI"H'(hiﬂg the PI"Oth’(S
had said about him would happen. (The WPitiﬂgS of the PPOPthS
are in the part of the Bible that we now call the Old Testament.)
Jesus said he would be Iaughed at and Whipped. People would Spit on
him, put him on & cross, and kill him. But the third day he would come
back to life.

The diSC]p|GS thOUght Jesus was 90iﬂ9 to be crowned King of the
Jews. So theg couldn’t understand what he was talking about.

When Jesus came to the city of Jericho on the way to Jerusalem,
crowds of people followed him as they always did. A man named
Zacchaeus lived in Jericho. He was in charge of' collecting taxes in that
city. And because he took more money from people than he should
have, he was very rich.

As Jesus walked thl"OUgh the streets of the CITH, Zacchaeus tried to
see him. But the crowd was too b]g and Zacchaeus was too short.
So he ran ahead, climbed up into a tree beside the road, and waited
for Jesus.
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When Jesus came along the road that went past the tree, he stopped.
He looked up into the branches and saw Zacchaeus. “Come down,
Zacchaeus,” Jesus told him. “l want to go to your house today!” So
Zacchaeus climbed down. He was very happy to take Jesus home
with him.

AS 800N as Zacchaeus began to talk with Jesus, he felt very sorry
for the bad things he had done. He told Jesus that he would give half
of his money to people who were poor: And if' he had taken more
money from people than he should, he would give them back four
times as much!

Jesus saw that Zacchaeus was sorry and was readg to do what was
right. So he told Zacchaeus that his sins were forgiven.

The PGOP|6 in the crowd were UPSGt with Jesus for 90]ﬂ9 to asinner’s
house. But Jesus said that he had come into the world to look for
sinners. He came to save them from being punished for their sins.

How did Zacchaeus get rich?
WhU did Zacchaeus climb up into a tree?
What did Zacchaeus pr‘omise Jesus he would do with his moneg?

When Jesus saw that Zacchaeus was sorry, what did Jesus
tell him?
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Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43

As Jesus and his disciples lef't Jericho, big crowds of people were still
f‘ollowing them. A man named Bartimaeus was sitting beside the road,
begging for money. He was blind. So when he heard a lot of noise, he
couldn’t see what was happening.

“Jesus of Nazareth is coming,” someone told him.

As soon as Bartimaeus heard this, he began to shout. He said, “Jesus,
please show that you care about me. Please help mel”

“Be quiet!” some of the people told him.
But his shouts became louder. “Jesus, help mel”

AS soon as Jesus heard him, he stopped. He said, “Tell that man to
come to me.”

So the people told Bartimaeus, “Jesus is calling for goul” The blind
manJumped Up. threw his coat to one side, and ran over to Jesus.

Then Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for Hou?”
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“Teacher; | want to see,”
the man answered.

“All right,” Jesus told him.
“Because you have faith
in me, you are well.”

Right away Bartimaeus
could seel So he followed
Jesus down the road.

And he praised 6od for
the wonderful miracle.
Everyone who saw what
happened praised God too.

Where was Bartimaeus when Jesus came by?

When Jesus heard Bartimaeus caling for help, what did Jesus say?
What did Bartimaeus ask Jesus to do for him?

How did Bartimaeus show he was thankf'ul for what Jesus did?
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John 12:1-ll

The Jewish PGOP|G were getting r‘eady for the Passover. This was
a happy time to remember how God had helped his people leave
EQUPt many years before. A lot of PGOP|G went to Jerusalem for the
Passover each year.

Six days before the Passover;, Jesus came to Bethany. Lazarus still
lived there with his sisters. He was the man Jesus had bPOUght back
to life four dags af'ter he died.

Jesus and his disciples ate supper in Bethany with Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. While they were there, Mary took out & jar of perfume that
cost alot of money. She poured it over Jesus® feet and wiped his feet
with her hair: The perfume made the whole house smell good.
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But Judas was upset. “Why wasn't this perfume sold? The money
could have been given to poor people,” he said. But Judas didn't
really care about poor people. He was the one who took care of' the
disciples’ money, and he of'ten took some of it for himself.

Jesus told him, “Leave Mar‘g alone. She has done a good thing.
You will always be able to help poor people,
but | won’t be here much |ongen”

Many people heard that Jesus was in

town, so they came to see him. They

also came to see Lazarus, because they

Knew Jesus had brought him back to

life. The religious leaders were upset,

because the people were following

Jesus instead of them. = =

WhH was the Passover such a speoial holiday?
Whom did Jesus eat supper with in Bethany?
What did Mary do for Jesus that pleased him?
Why did this upset Judas?
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Matthew 2I:|-[7; Mark ll:1-ll;
Luke 19:28-40; John [2:12-19

Jesus left Bethany to go to Jerusalem. On the
way, he sent two of' his disciples to a nearby
vilage. As they left, Jesus told them, “You'll see
a donkey tied with her young colt, which has
never been ridden. Untie the colt, and bring it
to me. If anyone asks what you are doing,
Just say that the Lord needs it.”




The disciples found the young donkey just as Jesus had said. And
while they were UﬂtHiﬂg it the owners asked, “What are you dOiﬂg?”

“The Lord needs it,” the disciples said. Then the owners let the two
men have the donkey for Jesus to ride on. The disciples brought the
young animal to Jesus and threw their coats across its back.

Jesus rode the dOﬂKGU along the road to Jerusalem. As he did,

many people in the crowd spread their coats on the road in front
of him. Others cut down branches from the trees. They made a
green carpet of paim branches for him to ride over: That is what

PGOP|G did when a Kiﬂg rode thf‘OUgh their streets. The crowd
around him began shouting, “Praise God for sending us a Kiﬂgl”




But Jesus knew that most of' the people didn’t really love him. In a few
days they would be shouting, “Put him on a cross to die. Crucify himi”

When he came to Jerusalem, Jesus went up to the Temple and began
healing people who were sick. He helped people who were blind and
people who couldn’t walk right. But the religious leaders were angry.
They didn'tlike it when they heard some children at the Temple praising
God for Jesus, and calling him their Kiﬂg. But Jesus was pleased and
said, “God has taught the children to do this.”

What did Jesus ask two disciples to find for him?
What did Jesus do with the young animal?
What were some ways that the people welcomed Jesus?

Who at the Temple praised God for sending Jesus?




Matthew 26:[7-19;
Mark M:12-1o; Luke 22:7-30; John 13:I-17

It was now time to eat the special Passover supper: Peter and John
asked Jesus where thGH should go to fix the Passover lamb and eat it.

“Go into Jerusalem,” Jesus told them. “When you see a man carrying
ajar of water, follow him into the house where he is going. Then say
to the man who lives there, ‘The Teacher wants to know where he
can eat the Passover meal with his disciples.” The man will take you
upstairs to a large room dll set up for you. Fix the lamb there, and
that is where we will eat it.”

Peter and John did as
Jesus said. Sure enough,
they met a man with a
Jar of water: He took
them to the room Jesus
had told them about,
and there they fixed
the Passover meal.
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In the evening Jesus came with his other diSCiP|GS, and theg all sat
down for the supper: “l wanted very much to eat this Passover supper
with you before my time comes to die,” he told them. “ will not eat it
again until I have given my life for HOU."

But the disciples didn’t understand him, because they thought he was
soon going to become King of the Jews. They began to fight about
which of them would be greatest in the Kingdom. Then Jesus told
them, “In this world, rulers and other important people order others
around. But with you it is different. The greatest of you should act
like the least important. The one who wants to be the leader must be
the servant of' everyonel”

Jesus said, “I am your servant.” Then he showed his disciples what
he meant.
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He got up from the table and PUt a towel around his waist. He pour‘ed
water into a bow! and began to wash his disciples’ feet. He wiped their
feet with a towel. Then he came to Peter. But Peter didn’t want Jesus
to wash his feet, because he didn’t think Jesus should be his servant.

Jesus told him, “You don’t understand now WhU lam dOiﬂg it, but you
will later.”

“No,” Peter told him. “I will not let you wash my feet.”

Jesus said, “If | don't, you can’t be my disciple. You won’t belong
to mel”

Peter said, “Then, Lord, don’t washJust my feet. Wash my hands and
my head, too!”

But Jesus told him, “That will not be HGCGSSGF‘H.”

After Jesus had washed his diSCipIGS’ feet, he came back to the table.
He said, “Do you understand what | have done for UOU? You call me
“Teacher* and ‘Lord.” And that is what | am. | have washed your feet.
So you should follow my example and do as | have done to UOU.”

Where did Peter and John fix the Passover meal for Jesus and
the disciples?

How did Jesus use water and a towel to show his diSCiPlGS that
he wanted to be their servant?

What did Jesus tell his disciples to do for each other?
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Matthew 26:20-35; Mark [4:17-3l;
Luke 22:14-34; John 13:18-38; 17

As theg ate the Passover supper; Jesus looked sad. He said to his
disoipies, “One of’ you eating with me will turn against me by handing
me over to the religious leaders.”

The disciples were surprised and sad to hear this. They looked at
each other; wondering which one of them he was talking about. Peter
pointed to the disciple sitting next to Jesus. So that disciple asked,
“Lord, who will do such a terrible thing?”

“It is the one to whom | will give this piece of bread af'ter | have dipped
it in the dish,” Jesus answered. Then he gave it to Judas and said,
“Hur‘ry. Go and do it now.”

Some of' the diSCiPIGS thOUght Jesus was telling Judas to go and bUH
some things theg needed. Others thOUght that Judas was SUPPOSGd to
go and give some moneg to poor peopie.

Af'ter Judas lef't the room, Jesus said, “I will be with you OHU a little
while |on9er: So | want to giVG you this new commandment: Love each
other\iust as | have loved you. EVGPHOHG will know that you are my
disoipies because of' your love for one another.™

AS theg were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread and asked God
to bless it. Then he broke it apart and gave it to his discipies to eat.
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“This is my body, which is broken for Hou.” he told them. He meant
that his bodg was soon to be broken when he was put on the cross
to die for their sins.

Then Jesus thanked God for the wine and gave it to them. They all
drank some of It as he said, “This wine is my blood. My blood will be
shed so that God will f‘Of‘giVG your sins.”

While Jesus and his diSCiP|GS sat at the supper table, he told them not
to be sad that he was leaving them. He was going back to heaven to
prepare plaoes for them. Someday he would come again, and he
would take gveryone who loves him to be with him forever.

Then he looked up to heaven. He praged for his disoiples and for all
those who would believe in him someday. He prayed that they would
be safe from sin and that '(hGH would love one another:

After that, Jesus told his disciples they would all leave him that night.
He said he would die, but then he would come back to life.

Peter told Jesus, “l will never leave HOU.”

But Jesus said, “Peter; before the rooster crows tomorrow morning,
you will say three times that you do not know me.”

What terrible thing did Jesus know that one of' his disciples
would dor

What was the new commandment Jesus gave his diSCiPIGS?
What did Jesus and his disciples eat and drink at their last supper?
What did Jesus tell Peter he would say three times?
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Matthew 26:36-4Ho;
Mark 4:32-42; Luke 22:39-46

Jesus and his disciples sang
asong about God. Then they
went out to the Mount of’
Olives, which wasn’t far from
Jerusalem. There they went
into a garden called the
garden of Gethsemane.

“Sit here while | go and pray,”
Jesus said. Then he went a little {
farther away and got down
on his knees. “Dear Fathenr” he
prayed. “This is very hard for
me. | don’t want to die on the
cross. But whatever you want,

that is what | want t0o0.”



Jesus praged SO hard that he
became very tired and sad.
An angel came to Keep him Stl"Oﬂg.

When Jesus went back to his
disciples, he found them sleeping.
“You're asleep?” he asked. “Get up

and pray so that you won’t give
in and do something that’s wrong.”
Then he went away and prayed again.
When he came back he found them
sleeping again. He went away a third time.
When he returned he asked, “Are you
still sleeping? Get up Now, for the one who
has turned against me is close by.”

What was the name of the garden where Jesus and his
diSCiplGS went?

What did Jesus say in his prayer to God?

What did Jesus want his disciples to do instead of' sleeping?
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Matthew 20:47-58, ©9-75;
Mark 4:43-54, 66-72; Luke 22:47-62;
John 18:1-18, 25-27

Judas knew about the garden where Jesus went. So he told the religious
leaders where it was, and they sent some men there with Judas.

Jesus knew that Judas was bringing the men to the garden, but he
didn’t run. He waited for them to come because it was time for him
to die. While Jesus was still talking to his disciples, Judas and the others
came. ThGU were carr‘ging swords and clubs and lanterns.

Judas had told the men, “The one | kiss on the cheek is the man you
want.” So Judas came up to Jesus and kissed him on the cheek the
way men in those times did when they met. Then the other men
grapbbed Jesus and held him.

“Lord, shall we use the sword?” the disoiples cried out. Peter pulled
out his sword and cut of'f the ear of a servant of' the high priest.

“Put your sword away,” Jesus told him. “If | wanted to, | could pray to
my Father to send thousands of' angels to save me. But | am to die for
the people just as it is written in the Scriptures.” Then Jesus touched
the servant’s ear and healed it.
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Turning to the men holding him, Jesus asked, “Whg the swords and
clubs? If' | have done something wrong, why didn’t you come for me
at the Temple? | was there every dag.”

Then all the diSCiplGS ran away.

The men took Jesus to the home of the high pr‘iest. All of the I"Gl]giOUS
leaders were there.

Peter followed Jesus, but he didn’t get t0o
close. He sat down with the servants
beside a fire in the cour‘tyard.

A servant girl came over to him and said,
“You were with Jesus of Galileel” Peter
lied and said, “No, | wasn’t with him.”

Then he went and stood bH a gate.
Another servant girl saw him there.
She said to the others who were standing around, “This man was
with Jesus of' Nazareth!”

Again Peter lied. “I don’t even know the man!” he said.

After a while another servant came to Peter: He was a relative of' the
man whose ear Peter had cut off. This servant said, “Didn’t | see you
with Jesus in the garden of Gethsemaner”

For the third time Peter said he didn’t know Jesus. And right away
he heard a rooster crow. Then he saw Jesus turn around and look
at him.

306



Suddenlg Peter remembered Jesus® words, “Before the rooster
crows tomorrow morning, you will say three times that you do not
Know me.” Then Peter felt terrible. He ran off, cr‘ying very hard.

Who bl"OUght some men to the garden SO they could take
Jesus awag?

WhH didnt Jesus pray for angels to come and save him?

What did Peter remember when the rooster crowed?
Why did Peter cry as he ran away?




Matthew 26:59-68; 27:l-3l;
Mark 4:55-05; [5:1-20; Luke 22:63-23:25; John 18:28-19:l6

Inside the high priest’s house the religious leaders asked Jesus, “Are
you telling us that you are the Son of God?”

Jesus said, “You are right. [ am.”

So the r‘eligious leaders took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. But
Pilate found nothing wrong with angthing that Jesus had done. Pilate
sent him to King Herod.

The Kiﬂg and his soldiers made fun of* Jesus. Theg
PUt a PUI"plG robe on him because he had said he
was a King. Then Herod sent him back to Pilate.

EVGPH year during the Passover, Pilate let one person
out oFJail that the PGOP|G asked for: A man named
Barabbas was inJail for Killiﬂg someone. Pilate asked
the PGOPlG, “Whom shall | set free? Barabbas or
Jesus?” He thought theg would choose Jesus.

But the crowd said to give them Barabbas. When
Pilate asked what he should do with Jesus, everyone ﬂ
shouted, “Kill him! Put him on a cross. Cr‘ucif‘g him!”
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Pilate washed his hands, as if' trying to
clean himself' from beir\g blamed for
kiling Jesus. Then he told his soldiers to
beat Jesus. ThGH pUt a pur‘ple robe on
him again and placed a crown of thorns
on his head. It hurt a lot. Theg made

fun of him and spit on him and hit him.

Then Pilate brought Jesus out to the
r‘eligious leaders. “Take him UOUI"SGN@S
and CPUCif‘H him, for | find no reason
for putting him to death,” Pilate told them.

Soldiers took Jesus’ purple robe off
and put his own clothes on him again.
Then theg led him away.

What did Jesus say when the high priest asked if he was the
Son of Godr

How did the Kiﬂg and his soldiers make fun of' Jesus?

Whom did the people choose when Pilate said he would let one
PF‘iSOﬂGP go free?

Why did Pilate wash his hands?
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Matthew 27:32-54;
Mark [5:2-39; Luke 23:26-47; John [9:17-30

Jesus had to carrya heavy wooden cross to a plaoe outside the CitH.
But Jesus had no more strength, so he fell. A|Oﬂ9 the way a man
named Simon was coming in from the COUﬂ’(PU. When the soldiers
saw him, theg made him carry the cross. A crowd followed Jesus out
toa place called The Skull, or Calvar‘g. There the soldiers nailed Jesus’
hands and feet to the cross.

Jesus praged for those who hurt him and for those who told them
to do it. “Father; f'Of‘giVG them, for they don’t know what thGH are
doing,” he said. Jesus knew they didn't understand that he is the Son
of God. They tried to give him a sour drink so he wouldn’t feel the
pain so much. But Jesus wouldn't drink it.

Two other men were hanging on crosses with Jesus. One was on his
right side, and the other was on his left. Both of them had done many
wrong thiﬂgS.

It was nine o’clock in the mor‘ning when the soldiers pUt Jesus on the
cross. He hUﬂg there until three o’clock in the af'ternoon. The soldiers
took his clothes and divided them up among themselves. Then theg
rolled dice to see who would get his coat.

Pilate told the soldiers to place a Sigﬂ on the cross above Jesus’ head.
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The sign said, “Jesus of

Nazareth, the King of' the Jews.”

The people passing by laughed and
said, “If you are the Son of God, come
down from the cross.”

One of the men on a cross next to Jesus made fun of
him. He said, “If you are the Christ, save HOUI"SGH‘ and us.”

But the man on the other cross said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your Kingdom.”
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Jesus told the second man, “Todag you will be with me in heaven.”
Jesus wanted the man to know that his sins were forgiven and that
as soon as he died, he would go where Jesus was 90iﬂ9.

Jesus saw his mother and his disciple John standing near the cross. He
asked John to take care of' his mother as if she were his own mother.

From noon until three in the afternoon there was darkness over all the
land. God sent the darkness because wicked men were Killiﬂg his Son.

At about three o’clock, Jesus called out with a loud voice, “MH God,
WhH have you left me?” God had turned away from him because he
Was car‘r‘ying GVGF‘HOHG’S Sins. Jesus was dyiﬂ‘g to take the punishment
for those sins - those wrong thiﬂgS gveryone does.

Then Jesus said he was thir‘stg. One of the men standing ran to get a
sponge and filled it with sour wine. He held it upona stick to Jesus’
mouth so that he could drink it. Jesus tasted it. Then he cried out,
“It is finished!” And he bowed his head and died.

At that very moment, the earth shook, rocks broke apar‘t, and dead
people who had loved God came out of' their graves. When the Roman
soldiers saw all of' this, thGH were filled with fear. Theg said, “This
really was the Son of God!”

Who helped Jesus carry his cross?
For whom did Jesus pray while he was on the cross?
Tell about the two men who were on crosses on each side of* Jesus.

When Jesus died, what happened to make the soldiers believe
he was God’s Son?
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Matthew 27:57-28:15;
Mark [5:42-1c:10; Luke 23:50-24:12; John [9:3|-20:18

When the soldiers saw that Jesus was dead, theg stuck a spear into
his side. Then everyone Knew for sure that Jesus had died.

There was a garden nearbg. ANnd in the garden there was a new
grave. [t was a cave inside a rock, and it belonged to a rich man
named Joseph of Arimathea.

Now dOSGPh went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ bOdU. Pilate said
JOSGph could take it down and bUI"H it. So dOSGPh took Jesus’ bOdH
down from the cross. Nicodemus helped him wrap itina |on9 cloth.
Then thGH laid it in the cave and rolled a huge stone across the door:

The Jewish leaders went to Pilate and said, “Sir; while Jesus was still
alive, he said that af'ter three days he would come back to life. Please
send some men to seal up the tomb where he is buried. Have them
stay until the third day. Then his disciples can't come at night to steal
his bOdU and tell gveryone he has come back to life.” So Pilate sent
soldiers to guar‘d the tomb.
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Early on Sunday morning the angel of
the Lord came down from heaven and
rolled back the stone from the cave
and sat upon it. His face was as bright

~as lightning, and his clothes were as
" ite as snow. The soldiers shook with
f ar and fell down as if they were dead.

As it was getting light, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary and Salome began
walklng t0 the tomb. They were bringing
ok ploes to put on Jesus® body. “How can we
- ever roll the heavy stone away from the
- tombe” they asked each other: But when
_heg got there, the stone had already been
P« rolled awagl They went inside the cave,
and theg saw an angel in a white robe.

The angel surprised the women, and they
were terribly afraid. but the angel said,
Don t be afraid. Are you looking for Jesus?
He |sn 't here. He has come back to lifel
See, 1 at Is where his body was. Now go
- d tell his disciples, including Peter; that he
s alve again and will meet them in Galilee.”

ar
s
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As the women ran from the cave, they were filled with fear. But thGH
were also filled with joy. They hurried to find the disciples and give
them the angel’s message. But as thGU were r‘unning, Jesus met them.
“Hello there!” he greeted them. They ran to him and held him by the
feet and wor‘shiped him. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Just go and tell
my diSGipIGS to leave for Galilee, and theg will see me there.”

When Mary told Peter and John what the angel had said, they ran to
the tomb to see for themselves that Jesus’ bOdU was gone. John got
there first, but he didn't go into the cave. Then Peter came and went
r‘ight inside the empty tomb. So then John went in too, and they Finallg
knew that Jesus had r‘eallg come back to life.

Some of' the soldiers who had been at the tomb told the religious
leaders what had happened during the ﬂigh’(. The leaders gave them
money so they would lie about it. The leaders told them, “SGH that
Jesus’ disciples came during the night and stole Jesus’ bOdH.”

So the soldiers took the money and told gveryone what the religious
leaders told them to say. But of course, it was a lie.

What did Joseph and Nicodemus do with Jesus’ bOdH af'ter he died?

When some women looked for Jesus in the tomb, what did theg
find instead?

As the women ran away from the cave, whom did thGU See,
and what did he say?

What did Peter and John go to see for themselves?
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Mark lo:12-14;
Luke 24:13-43; John 20:19-23

Late that Sunday af'ternoon, two of* Jesus’ friends were walking to
the village of Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.
They were sad as they talked about all the things that had happened.
because they didn't believe that Jesus really had come back to life.

Suddenly Jesus was there, walking along the road with them. But he
looked different to them, so theg didn’t know who he was.

“What are you talking about that makes you so sadr” Jesus ashked.

Cleopas answered, “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who
hasn’t heard about all the things that have happened the last few days.”




“What things?” Jesus asked.

“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” theg said. “our
leaders had him nailed to a cross three days ago, and he died.

“Earlg this morning some women who are followers of JGSUS,JUSt as
we are, went to the cave where he was buried. ThGU came back with
the news that his bOdU wasn’t there. Theg said that some angels told
them he is alive. Some of our men went to the tomb afterward and
found it was true. Jesus’ bOdH wasn’t therel But we don’t understand
what all of' this means.”

Then Jesus began to explain it to them. He said that GVGPchiﬂg
written in the SCPithF‘GS (which were the first part of the Bible we
have today) told about the Messiah who would be the Savior: The
Scriptures said the Messiah would die for the people. But the friends
Jesus was walking with didn’t know he was talking about himself.

When theg came to their village, the two friends invited Jesus to
spend the night with them, since it was getting late in the day. So he
went home with them.

AS theg sat down to eat supper together: Jesus took a small loaf
of bread. After he had thanked God for it, he broke it and gave
it to them. When he did this, suddenlg his friends recognized him.
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But as soon as theg Knew, Jesus was gone! Then theg said to each
other; “Didn’t you feel good inside while he was talking with us out
there on the road, explaining Goad’s Wordr”

Theg started back to Jerusalem, where theg found Jesus’ diSCiplGS
and his other followers. The two from Emmaus told how they had
seen Jesus and talked with him, and how they knew who he was when
he broke the bread at the supper table. Just as ’(hGU were telling
about it, Jesus himself SUddGﬂlH came and stood r‘ight there with
them! The disciples were all afraid, because theg thOUght theg were
seeing a ghOSt!

Then Jesus said to them, “Look at the nail marks in my hands and
feet. Touch me, and HOU’” know that I'm not a ghOSt, for a ghOSt
doesn’t have a bOdU.”

Jesus® followers were full OF\JOU, but theg could har‘dly believe what
was happening!

“Do you have anything here to eat?” Jesus asked. They gave him some
fish and watched him eat it. Jesus was no ghost. He was real, and he
was alive.

WhH were Jesus’ two friends from Emmaus sad?

What did Jesus do with a loaf' of' bread that showed his two
friends who he was?

How did Jesus help his disciples understand that he was not
a ghOSt?
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WAS BELIEVES
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John 20:24-29

One of the d]SCiP|GS, whose
name was Thomas, wasn’t
with the other disciples that
first Sundag GVGﬂiﬂg, the dag
when Jesus came back to life.
So Thomas didn’t 96'( to see
Jesus. The others told him
af'terward that Jesus is alive.

But Thomas said, “l won’t
believe it unless | see him and
touch the nail marks in Jesus’

hands. | also need to touch
the spear wound in his side.

| won’t believe Jesus is alive
unless | can do those things.”
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A week later the disciples were again meeting
together behind locked doors. This time
Thomas was with them too. Suddenlg

Jesus was standing there among them,

Just like the last time!l He said, “Peace

be with you.” Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger on the nail marks in my ('}
hands. And place your hand on my side
where the spear went. Then believe.”

Thomas needed Oﬂly to see Jesus and hear
his voice to believe that it r‘eallg was Jesus,
and that he was alive. Thomas also knew.
then that Jesus is God’s Son. He said,

“My Lord and my Goal”

“Thomas,” Jesus said to him, “you did not
believe until you saw me. But blessed are those
who believe even though they haven't seen me.”

Which disciple did not see Jesus the same day he came back 1o life?

What did Thomas say he needed to do before he could believe
Jesus had come back to life?

A week later; when Thomas was with the others, what did Jesus

say to him?
What did Thomas say to Jesus that shows he knew who Jesus was?
What does Jesus want us to do even thOUgh we can’t see him?
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John 2I:1-17

One day af'ter Jesus came back to life, he found some of' his disciples
fishing in @ boat out on the Sea of Galilee. This is the way it happened.

When Peter said he was 90iﬂ9 out to fish,
Thomas, Nathanael, James, John, and two
other d]SCiPlGS said theg would go along.
Theg did, but thGH caught ﬂOthiﬂg all

ﬂight. Ear‘lg the next morning Jesus was
standing on the shore, but the disciples
couldn’t see who he was.

“Did you catch ang fish?” he asked them.
“No,” they said.

“Throw your net out on the right side
of' the boat, and gou’ll catch plenty
of fish!” Jesus told them.




ThGH did what he said, and soon the net was so full of' fish that thGH
couldn’t drag It back into the boat! John said, “It’s the Lord.” When
Peter heard him say that, he jumped right into the water and began
swimming to Jesus. The other's followed and brought the net full of
fish to the shore.

AS soon as theg came to land, they saw a fire bur‘ning. Fish were
Fr‘gin\g over it, and there was bread.

“Br‘ing some of the fish you caught,” said Jesus. So Peter went back
for the fish. There were |53 big ones, but the net did not break!

“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus called.
After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter; “Do you love mer”
Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, you kKnow that | love Hou.”

Jesus asked the same question three times, and each time Peter
said, “Yes.”

Then Jesus said to Peter, “Take care of my followers. ThGH are
my sheep.”

Who helped the disciples catch the fish, just as he had done
another time?

What did Jesus serve the diSCiPlGS for breakfast?
After breakfast by the lake, what did Jesus ask Peter three times?
How did Peter answer Jesus each time?
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Matthew 28:l6-20; Mark lo:l5-20;
Luke 24:44-53; Acts I:I-2:4l; | Corinthians [5:3-8

T

The eleven diSCiPIGS went to @ mountain in Galilee, where Jesus had
said they should meet him. When they saw him, they worshiped him.
He told them, “God has given me all power iN heaven and on earth.
Go and pr‘each the Good News to the PGOPIG of every nation. Baptize
them in the name of' the Father; the Son, and the HOlH Spil"it. And teach
them to ObGH all the commands | have given HOU.”

The disciples were not the Oﬂ|H ones who saw Jesus af'ter he came
back to life. One time, more than five hundred PGOP|G saw himl

FOI"’(H days after he came back to life, Jesus came to the diSCiplGS in
Jerusalem again. He told them, “Stay here until | send you the HO|H
Spil"it. He will fill you with power from God in heaven.”

Then Jesus walked with them to a place near the village of Bethang.
And while he was blessing them, he began to rise into the air until he
went behind a cloud and no one could see him angmor‘el

While the disoiples stood there tr‘ying to see him, two angels came.
They were dressed in white. The angels said, "Why stand here |OOKiﬂ9
at the SKH? Jesus has gone to heaven. But he will return someday,
JUSt as you have seen him 90.”

325



So Jesus’ followers returned to
Jerusalem. They went there to wait
until the Holy Spirit came.

Just ten days later; the disciples were e
meeting together when suddenly they
heard a sound from heaven. It was

like the roar of' a strong wind. Then
something that looked like small flames
or tongues of' fire sat on each of their
heads. That's when the Holy Spirit filled
them with God’s power: After that,
they all began to speak in languages
that people from other countries could
understand. Peter told the people
about Jesus, and about three thousand
people believed in the Lord Jesus that
day and were baptized.

When Jesus met his disciples on a mountain, whatJob did he
give them?

What does the picture on page 324 show Jesus doing?
Who told the diSCiPIGS that Jesus had gone to heaven?

What did Peter do when the Holy Spirit filled him and the other
diSCiP|GS with God’s POWGP?
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ACts ©:l-7; 8:4-8, 26-40

A man named Philip was one of seven men chosen for a special
Job. These men helped poor widows get the food and money they
needed. Philip and his friends worked hard at their job. This gave the
disciples more time to preach. Then more and more people became
followers of Jesus.

Before long, God had more work for Philip to do. Philip went to the city
of Samaria and preaohed the Good News about Jesus. Then an angel
of' the Lord told Phﬂ]p to leave Samaria and go south to a desert road
between Jerusalem and Gaza. He obeyed, but he didn’t know what
he was to do when he got there.

As he was walking along the dUStH road, Phil]p met a man from the land
of Ethiopia r‘iding iNn a nice car‘r‘iage. He was a very impor‘tant man in
his COUHU‘H, because he took care of ever‘ything that belonged to the
queen. He had been in Jerusalem to WOPSh]P at the Temple. And now
as he was 90iﬂ9 home to Ethiopia, he was reading what the prophet
Isaiah had written. He was reading the part where Isaiah said that a
Savior was coming into the world to die for GVGI"HOHG’S sins.

The HOIH Spirit told Ph]lip to go over to the carriage and talk with the
man. When Philip ran over there, he heard the man reading aloud.
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“Do you understand
what you are reading?"
Philip called out to him.

“How can | understand
it unless someone
explains it to me?” the
man said. Then he asked
Philip to come and sit
with him in the carriage
1o talk about it.
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As they rode along, the man from Ethiopia asked Philip about Isaiah’s
words. “What did the prophet mean when he wrote that someone
would be taken away like a sheep to be killed? Was he talking apout
himself or someone else?”

Philip explained that Isaiah was talking about Jesus. Then he went on
to tell more of the Good News about Jesus.

After a while theg cameto a POOI of water beside the road.

The Ethiopian man said, “Look! There is some water! Can't | be
baptized?” He wanted this because he believed that Jesus is the Son
of God. The man ordered his car‘riage to StOP, and he and Philip went
down into the water: Then Philip baptized him.

When they came out again, suddenly Philip was gone. The Holy Spirit
took him awag! But the Ethiopian man went home happg because now
he believed in Jesus and was one of' his followers.

What was Philip’s first special job?

When Philip was in Samaria, where did an angel of the Lord
send him?

Did the Ethiopian man understand what he was reading?
What did Philip explain to the man?

What did the man ask Philip to do when theg came to a POOl
of' water?
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Acts 8:3; 9:1-9




Saul of
Tarsus did not
believe in Jesus.
He went everywhere,
looking for Jesus® followers
80 he could put them in jail or

kil them. He asked the high priest in
Jerusalem to write letters to the religious
leaders in the city of bamascus. He wanted
the leaders to help him find people there who
were followers of Jesus. Then he would bring them

back to Jerusalem, where they would be sent 1o jail

for believing that Jesus came to be the Savior of the world.

The high priest gave Saul the letters he wanted. So he lef't for
Damascus. But as he came near the CitU, a bPight Iight from heaven
SUddGﬂlU began to shine around him. Saul fell down to the ground as
he heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, WhU are you trging to hurt me?”
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Saul asked, “Who are you, sir?”

The voice answered, “| am Jesus, the one you

are hur‘ting. Now get up and go into Damascus.
Someone there will tell you what to do next.”

The men who were with Saul didn’t know what to say. Theg heard
the voice but couldn’t understand the words.

When Saul got up, he found out that he couldn’t see a thing. Those
who were with him had to lead him to bamascus. For three dags he
was blind, and he didn’t eat or drink anything. HGJUS'( waited as Jesus
had told him to do. He waited to learn what would happen next.

Why was Saul 90]09 to bamascus?
What happened on the way that made Saul change his minad?

What did Saul do in bamascus for three dags?
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Acts 9:10-28

Ananias, who lived in Damascus, believed in the Lord Jesus. The Lord
said to him, “Go to Straight Street and ask at the house of Judas for a
man named Saul. He is praying to me right now, and | have let him see
in his mind that you will come to him. | have shown him that you will put
your hands on him and he will be able to see again!”

Ananias said, “Lord, | have heard about all the terrible things this man
has done to the people in Jerusalem who believe in you. And now he
has come to Damascus to have your followers here PUt inJaiI.”

But the Lord said, “Go and do what | say. | want Saul to pr‘eaoh my
Good News to KiﬂgS and Jewish PGOP|6 and others, too. | want him to
tell everyone about me.”

So Ananias found Saul and placed his hands on him. He said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus came to you along the road to bamascus. Now
he has sent me here to help you see and so that you will be filled with
the Holy Spirit.”

Right away Saul’s eyes could see again. He 90t up and was baptized.
Then he ate and felt Stf‘Oﬂg again.
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Saul stayed with the people
Who believed in Jesus. He went
into the synagogues, where
the Jewish people worshiped
God. There Saul preached to
the Jews, teling them, “Jesus
realy is the Son of God!”

The people could har‘dlg
believe what they heard!

“Isn’t this the man who
made thiﬂgS hard for Jesus’
followers in Jerusalem?”
they asked. “And he

came here to take P60p|6
Who believe in Jesus back
with him in chains.”
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Saul kept preaching. He helped the Jews see that Jesus came to be the
Savior: But the Jewish leaders didn’t want the people to believe. They
began to talk about kiling Saul. So one night Jesus® followers helped
Saul by putting him in a large basket and letting him down through a
hole in the city wall.

When Saul went back to Jerusalem, he looked for Jesus® followers.
He no longer wanted to hurt them, but they were afraid of him. They
couldn’t believe he had really become one of them. Then Barnabas,
who was one of Jesus® followers, brought Saul to the disciples and
told them everything was all right.

He told them Saul had met Jesus

on the road to bamascus.

After that, Jesus’ disciples
let Saul stay with them. He
was with them all the time,
preaching in Jerusalem.

Whg was Ananias afraid to help Saul at first?
What happened when Ananias placed his hands on Saul?

How did Saul get out of Damascus when some leaders wanted
to Kill him?

Who told Jesus® followers in Jerusalem not to be afraid of Saul?

335



8 \\W“S 1§ FoR Evmyow
@ 0 o —
X\\Y’ G i+

Acts 9:32-10:48

Jesus’ disoiple Peter went from place to place, ViSit]ﬂg Jesus’ followers.
He stayed in the town of Joppa for a |Oﬂ9 time and lived at the home
of Simon, a man who made thiﬂgS from leather. DUI"iﬂg that time, an
angel told a man named Cornelius about Peter:

cornelius, who lived in the citg of Caesarea, was an officer in the
Roman army. Even though he wasn’t Jewish, he taught his f‘amily about
God. He gave many gif‘ts (0] poor people, and he pr‘aged 10 God of'ten.

One af'ternoon God let Cornelius see an angel coming toward him.
cornelius was afraid. “What do you want, sir?” he asked.

The angel answered, “God has heard your prayers, and he has seen
your gifts to poor people. Now send men to Joppa to find Peter; a
man who is staying by the sea in Simon’s house. Ask him to come and
see you.”

So Cornelius sent two servants and a soldier to doppa to find Peter:

The next day Peter went up to the flat roof' of' Simon’s house to pray.
AS he was praying, the sky above him seemed to open. In his mind God
showed him something like a large sheet coming down. On this sheet
were all kinds of wild animals and snakes and birds. A voice said,
“Kill them and eat them, Peten”
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Peter said he couldn't do that. He was thinking about the laws that
God had given to Moses many years before. The laws said that God's
people could not eat those kinds of' animals, snakes, and birds.

Then Peter heard the voice again. “When God says itis all r‘ight, don’t
say it isn’tl”
This happened three times.

Just then the three men sent bH cornelius came to the house where
Peter was staging. The HOlH Spir‘it said to Peter; “Three men are |OOKiﬂ9
for you. Don’t be afraid to go with them, for | have sent them.”

So Peter went down to the men and asked them to stay there that
night. The next day he went with them to Caesarea, and some of
Jesus’ other followers went along.

Cornelius, his family, and some good friends were waiting for them.
As Peter walked into the house,
Cornelius got down on his
knees and started
to worship him.
But Peter said,
“Stand up! 1 am
only a man

like you!”

o
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Then Peter said to the people inside, “You know about the laws of the
Jewish people. Those laws say itis wrong for Jews to visit people like
you who aren’t Jewish. But God has let me see that it’s all right.”

Then Peter said, “I understand now that God doesn't love people
from one nation more than another. In every COUﬂ’(PU there are
people who WOI"ShiP God and do what is I"ight. God lets them be part
of' his Familg.

“God sent Jesus into the world, and he went around doing good. Then
the religious leaders put him on a cross to die. But God brought him
back to life on the third day and let many of us see him. Jesus Wil
f‘OI"giVG the sins of all who believe in him.”

While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit came to Cornelius, his Family,
and his friends. Peter asked the Jewish friends who came with him,
“Shouldn’t they be baptized? They have received the Holy Spirit just
as we have.”

So Cornelius and the others were baptized in the name of Jesus.
Then thGH asked Peter to stag with them for several dags.
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AcCts [2:1-17

King Herod began to make trouble for the Christians in Jerusalem.
He put Peter in jail and placed soldiers all around him. They guarded
him night and day so that he couldn't get away. But the church in
Jerusalem kept praying for him.

The night before Peter was to be taken to court, he was sleeping
between two soldiers. He was chained to the soldiers, so they could
tell iff he moved even a little bit.

Suadenly the prison was full of light, and
an angel was standing therel He tapped
Peter on the side to wake him up.

“Quick, get up!” he said. The

et / soldiers kept sleeping as
o the chains fell off Peter’s
hands. “Dress HOUPSGH‘

and put on your shoes,” the

angel said to him. “Now put

on your coat and follow me.”
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Peter did this, but he thought it was only a dream. After they passed
the guards and came to the Iron gate that led out of the jall, the gate
opened bU itself. Theg started walking down the street, but suddenlg
the angel Was gone.

Then Peter understood that it wasn’t a dream. He said to himself,
“It’s true! The Lord sent his angel to save me!” Then he went to the
home of Mary, who had a son named Mark. Many Christians were
there, praying for Peter: He knocked at the door in the gate, and a
grl named Rhoda came to open it. But when she heard Peter’s voice,
she was so happy that she forgot to let him in. All she could think of
doing was running back to tell everyone that peter was at the door!

“You don’t know what HOU’PG saying!” they told her. “Peter is inJail!”
But she told them he really was at the door.

“Then it must be his angel,” thGU said.

Peter Kept on KﬂOCKiﬂg. The people were SUPPI"iSGd when they Finallg
opened the door and saw Peter therel After he got them to quiet
down, he told them what had happened. He asked them to tell his
other friends about it too. Then he lef't.

Who put Peter InJaiI?
How did Peter get out oFJaiI?
What were many Christians doing at Margs house?

What did Jesus® followers say when Rhoda told them Peter was
at the door?

When did the people know for sure that God had answered
their pr‘ayers.?
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AcCts [1:20-26; 13-4; 15:36-l0:5

Some of' Jesus’ followers in the CitU of Antioch began preaohing to
PGOP|6 who weren’t Jews. And God helped many of' those people
believe in his Son, Jesus.

When the church in Jerusalem heard about this, thGH sent Barnabas
to Antioch. Barnabas was a 900d man who was full of faith and
the HO|H Spirit. While he was in Antioch, many more PGOPIG believed
in Jesus.

Then Barnabas went to the CitH of Tarsus. He found Saul there and
bf‘OUght him back to Antioch. The two of them stayed there a whole
year, preaching the Good News. (It was in Antioch that people who
believed in Jesus were first called Christians.)
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Oone day the HOlH Spirit told some of' the Christians at Antioch to send
Barnabas and Saul to other countries. Theg would pr‘each the Good
News to p60p|6 evergwhere. The Christians plaoed their hands on the
heads of Barnabas and Saul to bless them. And thGU sent them away
as missionaries.

Barnabas and Saul sailed first to the island of CUPI"US. They took
Mark with them as their helper:

On the island thGH met a Jewish man who didn’t want them to preaoh
about Jesus. Saul, who was also called Paul, told the man that the Lord
would make him blind for a while. And right away everything looked
dark to the man. Because of that, the governor of the island believed
in Jesus.

Then Paul and his friends sailed to the land north of Cgpr‘us, but Mark
went back to Jerusalem. Paul and Barnabas came to a citg where there
was a Jewish synagogue. They went into this worship plaoe to teach.

Paul told how God had set the people of Israel free when theg were
slaves in Eggpt. ANnd he shared the Good News that Jesus is the Savior:
“All of your sins will be Forgiven if you believe in him.”

The next week almost the entire C]tH came to hear Paul and Barnabas.
But the Jewish leaders were UPSGt. Theg wanted the people to follow
them, not Jesus. So theg said bad th]ﬂgS about Paul and his message.

Paul and Barnabas told the Jews, “Since you don’t want to hear the
Good News, we will preach it to everyone else. We'll tell all the Gentiles
about Jesus, for that is what God has told us to do.” They said that
Jesus is the Savior of all the nations. E\/GPHOHG Was happg to hear this
except the Jewish leaders. Theg ran Paul and Barnabas out of' town.
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In the next city, the people became angry and were ready to stone
Paul and Barnabas to death. So the missionaries ran to another city.
A man who had never walked believed that Jesus could make him well.
Paul shouted, “Stand up!” Then the man jumped up and walked! All the
people started to worship Paul and Barnabas. But the two men said,
“We are just people like you. We want you to worship the true living
God, who made heaven and earth.”

Some Jewish people came from towns that the missionaries had
alr‘eadg visited. ThGU got gveryone UpSGt. So now, instead of
worshiping Paul and Barnabas, the PGOPIG tried to kill them. ThGH
stoned Paul and dragged him out of' the City.

But Paul and Barnabas kept tr‘aveling. And '(hGH chose leaders for the
new churches in each CitH where theg had been. Finallg theg went
back to Antioch to talk about their trip.

After a while, the two missionaries went back to visit the new churches.
Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed to the island of' Cyprus. Paul
took Silas with him. In one of the towns Paul asked
a young man named Timothy to go along with him
and Silas. As theg traveled from town to town,
they helped many more people believe in Jesus.

Where were Jesus’ followers first called Christians?
Who were the first two missionaries?

Whom did some Jewish leaders want the people to follow
instead of' Jesus?
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AcCts 16:12, 16-40

In the city of Philippl, Paul and Silas met a slave girl who had an
evil spirit in her: The evil spirit helped her know about things that
hadn’t happened yet. So people paid her to tell them what was going
to happen to them. She earned a lot of money for her masters
that way.

The girl followed Paul and his friends and shouted, “These men are
servants of God. Theg will tell you how to be saved.” This went on for
several days.

Paul didn’t like to hear an evil spirit talk about Jesus. At last he turned
around and said to the spirit inside the girl, “In the name of Jesus
Christ, come out of her” And right away the spirit came out and
left hen

Her masters were angry. Now the girl could no |Oﬂ96l" earn money
for them bU telling people what was 90]ﬂ9 to happen. The men
grabbed Paul and Silas, took them to the city leaders, and told lies
about them. “These Jews are getting gveryone in our CitU UPSGY,”
theg shouted. “They are teaching the people to do thiﬂgS that are
against our Roman laws.”

A crowd of people became angry with Paul and Silas. So the C]tU
leaders gave an order for the men to get a beating. Af'ter that, Paul
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and Silas were put in jail. The jaller; the man who was in charge of
the jall, was told to be sure they didn’t get out. So he took them into a
room way inside the prison and put their feet through holes in some
blocks of wood, locking them in place.

In the middle of the night Paul and Silas were praying and singing
praises to God. Suddenly a great earthquake shook the whole jail
All the doors opened, and GVGF‘HOHG’S chains fell of'f! TheJaiIer‘ woke
up and thOUght everyone had run away. He was readg to kill himself,
because he was afraid that he would be killed angwag for |6ttiﬂ9
the PP]SOHGI"S escape. But Paul shouted to him, “Don’t hurt HOUI’"SGIF.
We are all here.”

Then the man called for a light and ran into
the room where Paul and Silas were.

He got down on his knees and cried out,
“Sirs, what must | do to be saveadr”

Theg answered him, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved. Your f‘amily
will believe and be saved too.” When they
told him and his family about the Savior;
they all believed and were baptized.

Paul and Silas had received a bad
beating, so the jaller washed the
blood from their backs. He even
gave them a meal in his own house.
How happy he and his family were
to believe in Jesus!
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N the mor‘ning the citg leaders sent some officers to tell theJaiIen
“Let those men go.”

So thGJd"Gf‘ told Paul and Silas thGU could leave. But Paul said, “The CitH
leaders had no I’"i‘ght to beat us. Even thOUgh we are Roman citizens,
they put us in jail without taking Us to court to be,judged. If they want
us to leave, let them send us away themselves.”

When the CitH leaders heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens,
the leaders came and said theg were sorry. Then thGH asked the two
men to leave.
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Acts 20:13-23:l

Paul and his friends sailed to a place near EthSUS. Paul was in a
hUI"I"H to get to Jerusalem. So he sent for the leaders of' the Ephesian
church to meet him by the boat.

When theg came he said to them, “I staged with you three years. |
taught in the synagogue andin your own homes, telling both Jews and
Gentiles that they must be sorry for their sins and believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

“And now | am 90iﬂ9 to Jerusalem. | don’t know what will happen to
me there. But wherever | g0, the HO|U Spirit KGGPS telling me thatJail
and other bad things will be waiting for me. It doesn't matter; though.
The only thing that’s important to me is that | keep teling others the
Good News about Jesus.”

Then Paul said, “I know that none of you will ever see me again."
When he got down on his knees 1o pray with the church leaders, theg
all cried together: They felt sad as they hugged him for the last time.
Then they went with him to the ship and watched him sail away.

Paul went to the CitH of THI"G and stayed there seven days. Then he
and his friends sailed on to the city of' Caesarea.

348






Finally Paul and his friends went to Jerusalem, where the church
gave them a warm welcome. Then Paul went to the Temple. While he
was there, some Jews from the area known as Asia saw him. ThGH
shouted, “Men of Israel, help! This man teaches people that theg don’t
need to ObGH Jewish laws. He even brings Gentiles into the Temple!”

Soon the whole city was upset. A mob pulled Paul out of the Temple,
trying to kil him. But as they were doing it, someone told the captain
of' the Roman army.

The captain took some of' his soldiers with him and ran down among
the people. When the men who were beating Paul saw the soldiers,
they stopped. Then the captain took him away and gave an order to
put chains on Paul. As he was being carried up some stairs, the crowd
followed him, shouting, “Kill him!™

After the soldiers took Paul away, Jesus talked to Paul during the
night. He said, “Don’t be afraid, Paul. You have told the people here in
Jerusalem about me, and now you must also pr‘each about me in the
CitH of Rome.”

Who met Paul by a boat?
What did Paul say was the only thing that was important to him?

Before he lef't for Jerusalem, what did Paul and the PGOP|6 do
together?

When a mob tried to kill Paul, how did a Roman army captain
help him?
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ACts 23:12-25:12

The morning af'ter soldiers took Paul away,
more than FOPtH Jews promised one another
not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul.
Then they told their leaders about the promise.
ThGU said, “We want you to have the captain
bring Paul back to you tomorrow. Tell him you
want to ask Paul some more questions. But
before he 96’(8 to you, we will Kill him.”

Paul’s nephew heard about their plan and went
to tell Paul. Then Paul called one of' the officers
and said, “Take this young man to the captain.
He has something to tell him.”

So the officer took Paul’s nephew to the captain
of the Roman army. The young man told him,
“Some of' the Jews are going to ask you to take
Paul to their leaders again tomorrow. But don’t
do it. More than forty of them will be hiding
along the road, waiting to Kill him.”

“Don’t let anyone KNnow you told me this,” the
captain said. Then he sent Paul’s nephew away.
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Right away the captain made plans to send Paul to Felix, the Roman
governor of Judea. Felix lived by the sea in the city of Caesarea. The
captain told two of' his officers to get 470 soldiers ready to go to
Caesarea that night. He said that 70 of them were to ride horses and
200 were to have spears. “Have horses r‘eady for Paul to ride, and
get him safely to the governor.”

Then the captain wrote this letter to Governor Felix: “Some of the
Jews wanted to Kill the man | am sending you. | had my soldiers keep
him safe, because | heard he was a Roman.

I have told the Jews to go to you and tell >
you what he has done that is wrong.” g

q
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So the soldiers left that night with
Paul. The next day they brought him
and the letter to the governor, who
had Paul put in jail.

Five days later the high pr‘iest
and some of* the council came
from Jerusalem to Caesarea,
bringing a Iawyer‘ with them.
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They told the governor; “We have found that this man makes trouble
wherever he goes. He is a leader among those who believe in Jesus
of Nazareth, and he took Gentiles into the Temple! If you talk to him
HOUI"SGH: HOU’" find out that all of' these thiﬂgS are true.”

Paul told the governaor, “It was only twelve dags ago that | went to
Jerusalem to worship at the Temple, but | didn’t make trouble or stir
up the people.

“l do WOI"ShiP God in a different way than the Jewish people do, for |
believe in Jesus. But | also believe the Jewish laws and the words that
the prophets have written. And just like these Jewish men, | believe
that everyone will come back to life somedag. So | always '(PH to do
what pleases God.”

Governor Felix told the soldiers to keep Paul in jail but to let his friends
visit him. A few days later Felix sent for Paul to come and talk with
him and his wife. Paul talked to them about Jesus. For two years Felix
of'ten sent for Paul and talked with him.

Then Festus became the governor: He asked Paul ift he would mind
90iﬂ9 back to Jerusalem to beJudged. But Paul said he wanted to be
Judged bU Caesar in Rome. Caesar was the gmperor over all Romans
GVGPHWhGPe.

Whom did Paul’s nephew tell about the plan to kill Paul?
How many soldiers took Paul to see Governor Felix in Caesarea?
What did Paul tell the governor he believed?
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AcCts 27; 28:lI-14

When the time came for Paul to be sent to Rome, an army captain
named Julius was put in charge of him and several other prisoners.
They went by ship from Caesarea. When they reached Fair Havens
on the island of Crete, it was almost winter: That was the time for
storms. So Paul said to the ship’s officers, “If we keep going, the ship
and our lives will be in great danger.”

The captain of the ship didn’t believe Paul. So he headed for a seaport
called Phoenix, a good place to stay for the winter: The wind blew
SOFUH from the south that day, SO everyone GXCGPt Paul felt gOOd
about leaving.
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But soon a storm came. The wind beat against the ship until the
sailors couldn’t steer it any longer: They had to let the ship go where
the wind blew it. As they came near a small island, the sailors PUt
ropes around the Sh]p to keep it from br‘eaking to PIGCGS. The storm
grew worse, and the next day the sailors threw out some of the
cargo - things theg were taking with them. THGH wanted to make the
Ship |ighter to keep it from SiﬂKiﬂg.

The storm kept on day af'ter dag, with dark clouds cover‘ing the SKH.
At last the men gave up hOpG, thiﬂkiﬂg theg would all die. ThGH hadn't
eaten angthing for many dags.

Then Paul stood up and said, “Men, you should have listened to me
and stayed at Fair Havens. but don't be afraid. No one will die even
though the ship will go down. I know this is true because last night God
sent an angel. He told me, “Don’t be afraid. You will get to Rome safely
and be judged by Caesar: And God is good, for he will save the lives
of everyone in this ship.’

“So cheer up,” Paul said. “l believe God, and | believe what the angel
told me. We will be safe, but our ship will be wrecked on an island.”

Two weeks after the storm started, the sailors could tell that theg
were near land. Theg dropped aline with a heavH weight and found
that the water was 120 feet deep. A little later they found it was only 20
feet deep. Theg let four anchors down into the water to keep the Ship
from being driven onto nearbg rocks. Then theg prayed for daylight.

When morning came, Paul told everyone on the boat, “You haven’t
eaten in two weeks. Please take some food, and don’t worry. No one
will be hurt.” Then he took some bread, thanked God for it in front of
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everyone, and began 10 eat.
Suddenly everyone else felt better;
and all 276 people began eating.

The next morning the men saw the shore
with a sandy beach. They cut off the
anchors and put the sail up, trying to head
the ship toward the shore between the
rocks. But before they reached land,

the ship ran into some sand at the bottom of
the sea. The front part of' the ship got stuck,
while the back part broke apart when high waves crashed against it.

The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners instead of' letting them get
away. But the captain wanted to save Paul and wouldn't let them do
it. He told everyone who could swim 1o jump into the water and swim
to shore. He told the others to hang on to boards from the ship. So
everyone reached land safely.

For three months the ship’s captain stayed with Paul and the other
prisoners on the island where the boat had crashed. Then they found
another ship and sailed to a city near Rome and walked the rest of
the way.

Why did Paul tell the ship’s officers to keep the ship in Fair Havens?
What did an angel tell Paul during the storm? s

What happened to the ship when it came near land?
What happened to the people on the ship?
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ACtS 28:lo; Ephesians 4:l, [7-32;
5:21-b:4; ©:10-I18; Philippians 4:4-7; Colossians 3:lo-I7

While Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he lived in a house with a soldier
guarding him. And he wrote letters to churches.

One letter was to the Ephesian Christians - the Christians who lived in
Ephesus. Paul wrote about things that are helpful to all people who love
Jesus. He said, “You must be new people, holg and good like God. You
must never lie to each other: And if you are angry, don't let yourself
keep feeling that way. Put a stop to it before the sun goes down.”

Then Paul said to work and earn money to share with poor people.
He said, “Be kind to each other; and care about everyone. Forgive one
anothenJust as God has Forgiven you because you belong to Christ.”

Paul told how a happH f‘amily can please God. The wife should let
her husband lead her in the same way that she lets Jesus lead hen
The husband should love his wife the same way that Christ loved the
church - enough to die for it! And what should the children do? They
should ObGU their par‘ents. WhU? One of God’s Ten Commandments
Says, “If you honor your father and mother; you will live a |Oﬂ9 life
filed with God's 9]10’(8 and care.” Paul also said fathers should show
love and kindness as theg teach their children to do what’s Fight.
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Then Paul told how everyone can get ready to f‘ight the devil, also
known as Satan. The devil is our enemy. So Paul wrote about dressing
like a soldier to Fight him.

First we need a wide belt to keep the middle part of our bodies safe.
Knowing the truth is like wearing that belt. And being right with God is
like having metal armor that covers the whole body, even the heart.
Faith protects us like a shield. It stops the arrows Satan shoots at us.
Salvation is like a helmet that keeps the head from being hurt. When
we enjoy the peace that comes from the Good News, it’s like wearing
shoes that get us ready to move quickly. All these things help to keep
us safe.

Then Paul said the best weapon
we can use against Satan is
the Word of' God, the Bible.

It*s like a sharp sword that

will keep Satan from getting
near us. And Paul told about
one more 900d way to win

the battle with Satan: Pray

all the time!
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Paul also talked about prayer N a letter to the believers in Philippi,
the city where Paul was once in prison with Silas. Paul wrote to the
Philippians, “Always be full of joy in the Lord. | say it again - rejoice!
Let everyone see how Kkind you are. And remember that Jesus is
coming back soon, so don't worry about anything. Instead, pray
about everything. Tell God what you need, and don't forget to thank
him for what he has already done.” Paul promised that people who
do this will have God’s peace, which is more wonderful than anyone’s
mind can understand.

There was another group of believers in the city of Colosse. In his
letter to the Colossians, Paul wrote, “Remember Jesus® words. Let
them make you wise. Use his words to teach each other; and sing
worship songs to God. Let everything you say and do show other
people what Jesus is like.”

What did Paul write about ways families can please Goo? - 25
Name some things We can use to keep Us safe as we fight the devil.

What did Paul tell the Philippians to do instead of wohrging?' -
What did Paul say the Colossians should do with Jesus® words?
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Hebrews 9-13

One of the letters in the New Testament is not signed. Paul may have
written it, or magbe Luke or Barnabas did. Or magbe it was someone
else. It doesn’t r‘eallg matter: What’s important is that it was written
to help Hebrew Christians and all of us understand that no one is as
SPGCI(’;“ as Jesus.

The writer tells us that Jesus Christ is like the h]gh PI"]GS’( of the OId
Testament. The high pr‘iest could go into the Most HOIH Place in the
Temple. He took with him the blood from animals that people had
given as gif”(S to God. Then God would FOPg]VG the sins of' the priest
and the other PGOPlG.

BUt af'ter Jesus came and died to become our Savior, animals were
no longer needed as gifts to God. Jesus died just one time to give
his own blood and take away our sins. Now we know that when he
comes back, everyone who is waiting for him will be able to live with
him forever.

Because Jesus, our Savior; is also the High Priest now, we can talk to
God anytime. We can trust him and talk to him in prayer.

Faith in Jesus makes us sure we are saved. What is faith? It’s being
sure something is going to happen, even thOUgh we can’t see it
happening now. We sometimes hope and dream about something
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we wish would happen. But that isn't really faith. Faith is being just as
certain of something as if' we could see it now.

Then the writer of the letter to the Hebrews lists many people whose
lives showed they had the great gift of faith. As you have been reading
this book of' Bible stories, you have read about these people. So you
know about the ways they served God. The letter says that some of
the people who had faith in God were Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Sarah, Jacob, and Joseph. Then there were Moses and his parents,
the Israelites who followed Moses out of Egypt, and the soldiers
who marched around Jericho. The writer
also talks about Rahab, Gideon, Samson,
David, Samuel, and many others who
believed in God and had faith in him.

Near the end of the letter; the

writer says that life is like running

in a race. And all those Bible

heroes of' the faith have shown us
how to live our lives. SO we need to
get rid of everything that would slow .
us down, like the sins or wrong L0
things we do over and over \
again. We need to keep running

the race God has put us in. (g’ / “
We can do it ift we keep our ‘

eyes on Jesus, for he is the

one who gives us faith from

the start to the finish.
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We can alwags count on Jesus because he is the same today as he
was Hesterday. And he will be the same foreven

Because Jesus is our High Priest, when can we talk to God?

What does the writer of' the letter to the Hebrews tell us that
faith is?

Name two or three Bible people who had the gift of faith.

I we KGGP our GHGS on Jesus, how will that help us finish the
race God has put us in?
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Revelation [:9-20; 4; 45 21-22

When Jesus’ disciple John was VGI"H old, he was a pr‘isoner‘ on an
island called Patmos. He was sent there as a punishment for preaching
about Jesus.

One day as John was WOF‘Shipiﬂg God, a Stf‘dﬂ\g@ and wonderful thiﬂg
happened to him. He saw a vision. Even thOUgh he was wide awake,
iNn his mind he saw Jesus in heaven. “His eyes were br‘ight like flames
of fire,” John wrote. “His feet were as bf‘ight as ShiﬂU metal, and his
voice made a loud sound like stormy waves against the seashore. He
held seven stars in his Pight hand and a sword with two shar‘p edges
in his mouth. And his face was as br‘ight as the sun.”

John fell down in front of Jesus, but Jesus put his hand on John’s
head and said to him, “Don’t be afraid. | am the First and Last, the
living one who died but is now alive forever and ever! | hold the keys
of death and the grave. And | want you to write down what you see.”

John saw a door standing open in heaven. The same voice SPOKG,
sounding like a loud trumpet: “Come up here, and | will show you what
must happen.”

SUddGﬂlH John’s Spil"it was in heaven, even though his bOdH did not
leave the island! “l saw a Kiﬂg’S throne and someone Sittiﬂg onit” he
wrote. “Li‘ght flashed from him as from a shiny JGWGI, and the 9|OW
of another Shiﬂy JGWGI made a circle around his throne like a rainbow.
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“Lightning and thunder came
from the throne, and in front
of it was a Shiﬂiﬂg glass Sea.

: “Around the throne were four
| living beings. Day and night they
! said, ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
God Almighty. He alwags was,
he is now, and he alwags will be.””
Then, in his vision, John heard
milions of angels Siﬂgiﬂg.
Theg were gather‘ed around
the throne, praising Jesus.




After that, an angel flew across the heavens, carrging the Good
News about Jesus to every nation, tribe, language, and people. “Fear
God,” the angel shouted. “And praise his greatness. For the time has
come when he will sit asJudge. WOPShiP him who made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all the Spl"iﬂgS of water”

Then, after seeing many terrible things that will happen on earth,
John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven. It was beautifull As it came down, John heard a loud
shout from the throne in heaven: “Look, the home of God is now
among his people. He will live with them, and they will be his people. He
will take away their tears, and there will be no more death, sadness,
crying, or pain. Al of that will be gone forever”

The whole CitH was filled with the gr‘eatness of God. It was like a ShiﬂH
JGWGI. John said it was made of' pure 90|d and was as clear as glass!

John hearda VGI"H important message about that CitH. NOth]ﬂg evil wil
ever be done there. The OHIH PGOPIG who can go in are those whose
sins have been taken awag because thGH have asked Jesus to be their
Savior: Their names are written in Jesus® Book of' Life.

Jesus says, “l am ooming soon!” If we believe Jesus is the Savior, we
will be happy to say with John and everyone else in God’s Family,
“Amenl May it be so. Come, Lord Jesus!”

When John had a vision of heaven, how did Jesus look?

What did four living beings sing day and night around God's throne?
What sad things will be taken away?

Who will get to go to heaven?
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