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INTRODUCTION

In the first verses of the first chapter of the book of Psalms,
we are promised that a blessing awaits those who resolve
to meditate on the precepts of the Lord (Ps. 1:2). The He-
brew word is hagah, which means to ponder, imagine, mut-
ter, study. In an age of relentless busyness and nonstop
information consumption, the notion of reading anything
slowly and contemplatively is novel —but that is precisely
what the Psalms (indeed, all of Scripture) invite us to do.
To linger. To reflect. To allow the words to shape and form
us over time.

We are called to meditate on the written Word of God
through the day (Ps. 119:97) and the night (63:6), in the
midst of oppression (119:23) and false accusation (119:78), as
a means of guarding against temptation (119:9) and resist-
ing anger (4:4)—that we might recall the works of the Lord
(77:11-12), approach Him in worshipful reverence (119:48),
ponder all His benefits (103:2), and remember His many
mercies (25:6).
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Endless Grace, like its companion volume, Sheltering
Mercy, attempts to take that exhortation to heart, ap-
proaching the Psalms as literature designed for prayerful
meditation. Both volumes emerged from times of pri-
vate devotion as a means of engaging with Scripture in a
thoughtful, creative way. As writers in different fields, our
intention was to pray along with the Psalms—to respond
to their hopes and fears, confessions and frustrations, with
the same naked vulnerability with which the psalmists
approached their songs of praise and lament.

The result is a collection of free-verse renderings—im-
pressionistic poetry without the limitations of meter or
rhyme. Think of these prayers as lyrical sketches of the
scriptural landscape where we find ourselves sojourning.
While these prayers attempt to follow the structure of the
psalm with which they are resonating, they are not para-
phrases or translations; rather, they are prayerful responses.

In our introduction to Sheltering Mercy, we spoke of the
unexpected joy of finding that the whole body of Scripture
has provided the content for these unapologetically Chris-
tocentric prayers. The Bible, after all, tells one overarching
story, and Christ is the central figure of the narrative. In
the words of C. S. Lewis, “This is one of the rewards of
reading the Old Testament regularly. You keep on discov-
ering more and more what a tissue of quotations from it
the New Testament is; how constantly Our Lord repeated,
reinforced, continued, refined, and sublimated, the Judaic

ethics, how very seldom He introduced a novelty.™

1. C. S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms (1958; repr., San Francisco:
HarperCollins, 2017), 30-31.
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While these prayers are intended to be used primarily
for personal devotion, we have heard stories of them find-
ing their way into worship services, Bible studies, small
groups, hospital rooms, nursing homes. As it turns out,
there is not just one way to engage with these prayers.
Read them in solitude, in company, at home, in a waiting
room, from a stage, in whole or in part, in silence or in song.

However this book finds its way to you, and however
you choose to interact with it, our hope is that you would
encounter Christ in its pages and meditate, along with us,
on His sheltering mercy and endless grace.
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PSALM 76
YOUR NEW WORLD

Father God,
in Your mercy
You have chosen!

a People,
a Family,

a Church—

that we might bear Your name
as citizens of heaven,?
children of New Creation.3

You have made Your home with us,
ushering us into the household of God—
to a kingdom unmoved and unshaken,*
to a feast unending.

You have triumphed over the grave,
lifting us from deep darkness
to walk in Your everlasting light.

All instruments of death—
all that draws blood,

robs life,

steals innocence—

will be disarmed,

dismantled,
beat into shovels
and hoes
to till the soil of Your New World.

Your peace is stronger than violence;
Your mercy fiercer than judgment.

1.1 Pet. 2:9. 2. Phil. 3:20. 3. Eph. 2:19-22. 4. Heb. 12:28. 5. Rom. 6:8-10.
6. Isa. 2:4.
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All who stand against You—
godless forces,
seething and swarming on the horizon—
will buckle at the knees,
falling prostrate
before the Judge of all the earth.

Strength will seep from them.
Paralyzing fear will grip them.
Breath will escape from them.

They will see,
with startling clarity,
He whom they have opposed—
and their hearts will wither.

Listen!
as all lands and seas,
fish and fowl,
and all manner of God-breathed things
hold their breath,
as the King rises in power,

a sword of justice in His fist—
to put an end to evil,
banish suffering,
make a new beginning
for the children of His covenant.

In that day,
will Your enemies not bow?
Will those who have cursed You
not confess Your lordship??

As for me,
I will remain steadfast:
Daily kneeling.

7. Rom. 14:11.
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Daily confessing.
Daily proclaiming—
for there is none like You®
in heaven or on earth:
a God so awesome in power,’
so approachable in intimacy,
so lavish in love."®

Amen.

8. Ps. 86:8. 9. Ps. 68:35. 10. Exod. 34:6.
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PSALM 77
| REMEMBER

Father,
there are times when I fear
my voice' is not
loud enough,
bold enough,
true enough
to be heard by You,
the God Who Listens.?

Though I have courage,
faith,’
breath,*
intention—
joy escapes me.

In its absence

I am weak’—

heart-heavy,®

soul-starved—
yearning for a peace
only You can bring.

Restless,
I labor through the night,
pricked in spirit,
plagued by worry.”

In these long hours,
this insufferable silence,
I lose sight of all that is

1. Ps. 5:3. 2.1]John 5:15. 3. Heb. 11:1. 4. Job 33:4. 5. Rom. 8:26.
6. Ps. 34:18. 7. Ps. 63:6-8.
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good
and beautiful
and true.?

No comfort comes.
No solace descends.

Like You,
I am,
for the moment,
speechless.

Memories haunt me:
spectral visions of past consolations,
as evasive as the peace that eludes me.

I dig in the dirt,
searching for some forgotten truth
buried in sod and stone.

Once,
when I was weak,
did You not feed me with Your Word?®
When my love was cold,
my desires disordered,*
did You not brood over the chaos of my life?"

I cling to faith:
a tenuous thread.

Have You forgotten me?
Have Your mercies come to an end?
Your promises come to nothing?

Who am I
to make demands of You?
To call You to account?

8. Phil. 4:8. 9. Ps. 119:50. 10. Inspired by Augustine, Confessions 4.10.15.
11. Gen. 1:1-2.
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