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P R E F A C E

The Bible
The words of the Bible are the very words of God our 

Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they are 
pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righteous.4 We 
should read these words with reverence and awe,5 and with joy 
and delight.6 Through these words God gives us eternal life,7 
and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8

The ESV Translation
The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic 

stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly five 
centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the original 
text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expres-
sion. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for this 
generation and generations to come.

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks 
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of 
the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. 
We have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintain-
ing clear expression and literary excellence. Therefore the ESV 
is well suited for both personal reading and church ministry, 
for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture 
memorization.

1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23 
4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16 
7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4



The ESV Publishing Team
The ESV publishing team has included more than a hun-

dred people. The fourteen- member Translation Oversight 
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts 
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments 
of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council. This 
international team from many denominations shares a com-
mon commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic 
Christian orthodoxy.

To God’s Honor and Praise
We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also 

know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his 
honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit —
and to his people — we offer what we have done, with our 
prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help 
given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have 
entrusted to us so momentous a task.

To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee
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T H E  F I R S T  L E T T E R  O F  P A U L 

T O  T H E  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

1  T H E S S A L O N I A N S

Greeting

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

The Thessalonians’ Faith and Example
2  We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly 

mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfast-
ness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came 
to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men 
we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in 
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth 
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has 
gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For 
they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 T h e s s a l o n i a n s  1:10 8

had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come.

Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians

2 For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you 
was not in vain. 2 But though we had already suffered and 

been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had bold-
ness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst 
of much conflict. 3 For our appeal does not spring from error or 
impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, 
not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For 
we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a 
pretext for greed — God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from 
people, whether from you or from others, though we could 
have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle 
among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own chil-
dren. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready 
to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own 
selves, because you had become very dear to us.

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked 
night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 
while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are wit-
nesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless 
was our conduct toward you believers. 11 For you know how, 
like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each one of you 
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner wor-
thy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


