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To followers of Jesus working in politics,  
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who endeavor daily to honor God  
in the halls of government.
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 Introduction

I woke up one Sunday morning for what I thought would be a nor-
mal day of worship with my church family in metropolitan Wash-
ington, D.C. I had just finished my sermon and stepped to the 
side of the stage to spend a couple of moments in quiet reflection 
as we prepared to take the Lord’s Supper. The silence was broken, 
though, by a voice calling my name backstage with a sense of ur-
gency. I stepped back into a dark area behind a curtain where two 
of our pastors met me with a man I didn’t recognize.

“This is a representative from the White House,” one of our 
pastors told me, turning to the man I didn’t know. “The president 
is on his way to our service. He will be here in about five minutes, 
and they would like for us to pray for him.”

As my eyes slowly adjusted to the dark, thoughts came flooding  
to my mind. We have congregants from over 100 different coun-
tries with a variety of political perspectives and positions, and we 
do everything possible to unify around Jesus alone in the church. 
Amidst a divisive political climate, I knew bringing the president 
on stage would lead to a myriad of different reactions both inside 
and outside our church family.
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The White House representative looked at me, waiting for 
a response, and the thought that rose to the top of my mind was 
a passage from 1 Timothy 2. There, God commands us to pray

for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead  
a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 1  Timoth y  2:2–4

I looked at the White House representative and agreed to bring 
the president on stage for prayer.

The representative turned and continued coordinating security 
protocols that were already in motion, and I returned to the stage. 
I led the Lord’s Supper as I normally do, and we began singing one 
more song while I walked off to the side to wait for the president. 
It was my first moment to pause and process what was happening, 
and my head was spinning. It didn’t have time to stop, though, 
because in a matter of seconds, the president appeared backstage.

I won’t go into the details of our conversation in the brief mo-
ments before the prayer, but I will say that the president was both 
kind and cordial. As the final song of our service drew to a close, 
I walked out to address our congregation, as they were oblivious 
to what was happening. I began by reminding them of something 
I had just said at the end of my sermon—that our unity in the 



How can I honor Jesus with my ballot?
KƵƌ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�
ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ͘�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƚŚĂƚ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ĚŝǀŝĚĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�
ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů� ŽƉŝŶŝŽŶƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ� ŝƐ� ĞǀĞŶ� ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ� ĂƐ� ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞͶĨƌŽŵ�
ƉƌŽŵŝŶĞŶƚ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ� ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ� ƚŽ� ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ� ĐŚƵƌĐŚ� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐͶďĞŐŝŶƐ� ǀŽŝĐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ͘�

^ŽŵĞ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ� ŬŶŽǁ� ĞǆĂĐƚůǇ� ŚŽǁ� ƚŚĞǇ͛ůů� ǀŽƚĞ� ĂŶĚ� ĐĂŶ͛ƚ� ŝŵĂŐŝŶĞ� ǁŚǇ� ĂŶǇ�
�ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ǀŽƚĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚůǇ͘�KƚŚĞƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ͕�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŽŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ŵĂŶǇ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ͘

But what if there’s another way?
tŚĂƚ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ĨŽƌ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƵƚŚĞŶƟĐ�ůŽǀĞ�
ĨŽƌ�:ĞƐƵƐ͕�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌͲĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƵŶŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĐůĞĂƌ�ĐŽŶƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�'ŽĚ͍

/Ŷ� Before You Vote͕� �ĂǀŝĚ� WůĂƩ� ƵƌŐĞƐ� ĞǀĞƌǇ� �ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ� ƚŽ� ĂƐŬ� ƐĞǀĞŶ� ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ� ďĞĨŽƌĞ� ĐĂƐƟŶŐ� Ă� ďĂůůŽƚ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ� ĂƌĞ� ďĂƐĞĚ� ŽŶ� ďŝďůŝĐĂů� ƚƌƵƚŚƐ͕�
ŶŽƚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů� ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ͘��Ɛ�Ă�ƉĂƐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ� ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶ͛Ɛ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂů͕�WůĂƩ͛Ɛ�
ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽŶͲƉĂƌƟƐĂŶ͕�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂůůǇ�ŚĞůƉĨƵů͕�ĂŶĚ�ďŝďůŝĐĂůůǇ�ƐĂƚƵƌĂƚĞĚ͘��ǆĞƌĐŝƐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ǀŽƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚƵŵďůĞ�ĐŽŶǀŝĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂŐŶŝĮĞƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͕�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƐ�ƵŶŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂŝŵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽŽĚ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘
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