David’s Son and
David’s Lord

Christology for Christ’s People

Edited by
Ryan M. McGraw
and L. Michael Morales

S



EP BOOKS (Evangelical Press)
Registered Office: 140 Coniscliffe Road, Darlington, Co. Durham, UK DL3 7RT

www.epbooks.org
admin@epbooks.org

EP Books are distributed in the USA by:
JPL Books, 3883 Linden Ave. S.E.,
Wyoming, Ml 49548

www.jplbooks.com
orders@jplbooks.com

© Evangelical Press 2019. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form, or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission
of the publishers.

First published 2019

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data available

ISBN 978-1-78397-260-9



Table of Contents

List of Contributors

Introduction

Christ Our Prophet
lan Hamilton

'The Lord from Heaven: The Deity and Pre-existence of the
Son of God
Joel R. Beeke

Cur Deus Homo: Why God Became Man: Why Was It
Necessary that the Pre-Incarnate Son of God Become
Incarnate?

G. K. Beale

Spotless Lamb of God: The Impeccability and
Obedience of Christ
Richard D. Phillips

Jesus the Obedient Son: The Life that Glorifies God
(Matthew 4:1-11)
L. Michael Morales

II

15

27

49

73

87



4 David’s Son and David’s Lord

6 Christ’s Resurrection
Ian Hamilton 107

Rejoice! The Triumphant Lord Jesus Ascends to and is

~

Seated in Heaven
Ryan Speck 119

8 Christ and His Bride: An Exposition of Psalm 45
Michael Barrett 141

9 Christ the Exalted King
Joseph A. Pipa, Jr. 163

10 “The Weak Things of the World”: The Enigma of Isaiah’s

Suffering Servant
Jonathan Gibson 181

11 Seeing Him as He Is: Christ’s Return and Growing
in Godliness
Ryan M. McGraw 199

Notes 215



List of Contributors

Michael Barrett is Vice President for Academic Affairs/Academic
Dean and Professor of Old Testament at Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids. He is a minister in
the Heritage Reformed Congregations and currently serves as
Chairman of the Consistory of the Heritage Reformed Church in
Grand Rapids. He earned his doctorate in Old Testament Text
with a special focus on Semitic languages (Bob Jones University,
1977). For almost thirty years, he was Professor of Ancient
Languages and Old Testament Theology and Interpretation at Bob
Jones University and then served as President of Geneva Reformed
Seminary. He has published numerous articles in both professional
and popular journals and has written several books, including
Beginning at Moses, Complete in Him, Love Divine and Unfailing
(the message of Hosea), and The Next to Last Word (message of
the Postexilic prophets). He contributed to and served as Old
Testament editor for The Reformation Heritage KJV Study Bible.

G. K. Beale holds the J. Gresham Machen Chair of New
Testament and is Research Professor of New Testament and
Biblical Interpretation at Westminster Theological Seminary
in Glenside, Pennsylvania. He previously taught at Wheaton
College, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, and Grove



6 David’s Son and David’s Lord

City College. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities
from Southern Methodist University, a Master of Arts
concentrating in Augustinian and Reformation Studies from
Southern Methodist University, a Master of Theology from
Dallas Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Philosophy in
Divinity from the University of Cambridge. Since 2012, he is an
ordained minister in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC).
Previously, he was ordained by the Conservative Congregational
Christian Conference. He has authored or co-authored
sixteen books, and published sixty articles. He is a member of
the Evangelical Theological Society, the Institute for Biblical
Research, the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas, the Society of
Biblical Literature, and the Tyndale Fellowship. He and his wife,
Mary, have three grown children, and currently reside outside of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Joel Beeke is President and Professor of Systematic Theology
and Homiletics at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, a
pastor of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, editor of Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth, editorial
director of Reformation Heritage Books, president of Inheritance
Publishers, and Vice-chairman of the Dutch Reformed Translation
Society. He has written or co-authored more than 100 books,
edited another 100 books, and contributed 2,500 articles to
Reformed books, journals, periodicals, and encyclopedias. His
PhD is in Reformation and Post-Reformation theology from
Westminster Theological Seminary (Philadelphia). He is frequently
called upon to lecture at seminaries and to speak at Reformed
conferences around the world. He and his wife Mary are blessed
with three children and three grandchildren.

Jonathan Gibson is ordained in the International Presbyterian
Church, UK, and is Associate Professor of Old Testament and
Hebrew, Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia.



List of Contributors 7

Previously, he served as Associate Minister at Cambridge
Presbyterian Church, England. He studied theology at Moore
Theological College, Sydney, and then completed a PhD in
Hebrew Studies, at Girton College, Cambridge. He is contributor
to and co-editor with David Gibson of From Heaven He Came
and Sought Her (Crossway, 2013), and similarly a contributor to
and co-editor with Mark Earngey of Reformation Worship (New
Growth Press, 2018). His PhD dissertation was published as
Covenant Continuity and Fidelity: A Study of Inner-Biblical Allusion
and Exegesis in Malachi (Bloomsbury, 2016). He is married to
Jacqueline, and they have two children: Benjamin and Leila.

Ian Hamilton, a Scotsman and member of the Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary Board of Trustees, teaches
Historical Theology at Edinburgh Theological Seminary and
serves as associate minister in Smithton Free Church of Scotland,
Inverness, Scotland. He serves as adjunct professor at Greenville
Seminary. He received a BA from the University of Strathclyde,
Glasgow; BD from the University of Edinburgh; MPhil from
the University of Edinburgh; and DD from GPTS. He is a
board member of the Banner of Truth Trust. He is the author of
The Erosion of Calvinist Orthodoxy; Let’s Study the Letters of John,
Jobn Calvin’s Doctrine of Holy Scripture; The Faith-Shaped Life,
The Gospel-Shaped Life, and the Lectio Continua Commentary on
Epbhesians.

Ryan M. McGraw is Morton H. Smith Professor of Systematic
Theology at Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and
Adjunct Professor of Doctoral Studies at Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary. He is the author of nineteen books and
numerous articles and reviews, including topics such as John
Owen, Reformed Scholasticism, the Trinity, Christology,
Scripture, Ecclesiology, and various aspects of personal godliness.
He has pastored churches in the PCA and in the OPC. He is an



8 David’s Son and David’s Lord

editor of the Journal for the History of Reformed Pietism, Assistant
Book Review editor for Puritan Reformed Journal, and co-editor
(with Joel Beeke) of the Cultivating Biblical Godliness Series. He
is from California, he loves skateboarding and science fiction, and
he and his wife Krista have four children (Owen, Calvin, Jonathan,
and Callie).

L. Michael Morales is Professor of Old Testament at Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He has experience in pastoral
ministry as well as in teaching at Reformed Theological Seminary,
Knox Theological Seminary, and Reformation Bible College,
where he served as Provost and Professor of Biblical Studies.
Aside from articles, his books include 7he Tabernacle Pre-Figured:
Cosmic Mountain Ideology in Genesis and Exodus; Who Shall Ascend
the Mountain of the Lord? A Biblical Theology of the Book of Leviticus,
and forthcoming works on the Exodus and Redemption, and a
commentary on the book of Numbers.

Richard Phillips is senior minister of the historic Second
Presbyterian Church in Greenville, SC. He has authored thirty-
five books, most recently a commentary on Revelation. Dr. Phillips
serves as adjunct professor at Westminster Theological Seminary,
chairman of the Philadelphia Conference on Reformed Theology,
co-editor of the Reformed Expository Commentary series, and
Council Member of The Gospel Coalition. His regular blog
entries can be read at reformation2r.com. Dr. Phillips describes
his ministry as centering on three “P”s: preaching, praying,
and pastoring and his weekly sermons can be viewed at www.
spcgreenville.org.

Joseph A. Pipa is President and Professor of Historical and
Systematic Theology at Greenville Presbyterian Theological
Seminary; 2018 marked his 20th year as President. He is an
ordained Teaching Elder in the Presbyterian Church in America
(PCA), and has pastored congregations in Tchula, MS, Houston,



List of Contributors 9

TX, and Escondido, CA. He has taught at Westminster
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia (1978-1979), as well as at
Westminster Seminary California (1990-1997). He holds degrees
from Belhaven University (BA), Reformed Theological Seminary
(MDiv.) Westminster Theological Seminary (PhD), and Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (DD). He has authored
and edited more than a dozen books, and has contributed both
scholarly and popular articles to a number of publications.

Ryan A. Speck graduated from Greenville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in 2005. He was ordained in the James River
Presbytery (PCA) to serve as the Associate Pastor at Immanuel
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Norfolk, Virginia, where he served
from 2007—2012. In 2012, Ryan was installed as the pastor of
Redeemer (PCA) in Columbia, MO, where he currently serves. He
is the co-author of the pamphlet: Is Church Membership Biblical?
Ryan is blessed to be married to Carolina and to be the father of six
daughters.



I0



Introduction

CHRISTOLOGY IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
practice. John Owen (1616-1683) noted that mediating on the glory
of Christ was the key to becoming like Christ and that failing to do
so was a sign of Christians becoming “carnal.” He wrote,

This is the principal cause of our unreadiness and incapacity to
exercise our minds in and about the great mysteries of the Gospel,
1 Corinthians 3:1-3. And it is so with us, moreover, because we do not
stir up ourselves with watchfulness and diligence in continual actings
of faith on this blessed object. This is that which keeps many of us
at so low an ebb, as unto the powers of a heavenly life and spiritual
joys. Did we abound in this duty, in this exercise of faith, our life in
walking before God would be more sweet and pleasant unto us — our
spiritual light and strength would have a daily increase; we should
more represent the glory of Christ in our ways and walking than

usually we do, and death itself would be most welcome unto us.”

One of the greatest needs of the church in every age is to
contemplate, know, and love the glory of Christ in order to

promote the spread of the gospel and the holiness of God’s people.
Yet this all-encompassing vision of Jesus Christ in Christian

II
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faith and life is not always common and it is often missing
today. Sinclair Ferguson places his finger on the pulse of much
contemporary preaching when he observes,

We must learn to avoid the contemporary plague of preaching the
benefits of the gospel without proclaiming Christ himself as the
benefactor in the gospel. We do not offer people abstract blessings
(peace, forgiveness, new life) as commodities. Rather we preach and
offer Christ crucified and risen, in whom these blessings become ours
and not otherwise. We preach the person in the work, never the work

and its blessings apart from the Saviour himself,>

For this reason, Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
invited a team of excellent scholars and pastors to unfold the
unsearchable riches of Christ for the edification of today’s church
at their 2018 Spring Theology Conference.

'This book, which includes the addresses from this conference,
attempts to provide a glimpse into the full breadth of Christology
in a short space, and its authors aim at a broad audience. It
includes a mature mix of biblical theology and systematic theology,
as well as heart-oriented application. While some recent volumes,
such as the excellent Oxford Handbook of Christology,’ present
comprehensive treatments of the person and work of Christ, fewer
books seek to make such rich reflections accessible to pastors and
church members. This present book seeks to provide this audience
with a window into Christology that will stretch their thinking,
bolster their faith, enrich their preaching, and warm their affections
for the Savior. It is our aspiration that this work will also help
spawn additional works on biblical theology and Christology
that will cover the themes and subsets of the themes in much
more depth.

The material is divided into eleven chapters. lan Hamilton
opens by treating Christ’s prophetic office and his central place in
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divine revelation for the salvation of sinners. Joel Beeke follows
with an exposition of Christ’s identity as the pre-existent Son of
God. G. K. Beale builds on this picture by answering Anselm’s
famous question, “Why did God become man?” Richard Phillips
next introduces the vital importance of Christ’s sinlessness
(impeccability). Michael Morales completes this picture by treating
Christ’s obedience in his role as the true Israel and the obedient
Son of God. Ian Hamilton expands for readers the nature of
Christ’s resurrection, for himself and for his people. Ryan Speck
then complements Christ’s resurrection by highlighting the
redemptive significance of his ascension into heaven. Michael
Barrett helps readers understand the integral connection between
Christ and his bride, which is the church. Joseph Pipa details what
it means for Christ to be King. Jonathan Gibson illustrates Christ’s
priestly office under the theme of the Suffering Servant Songs from
Isaiah. Ryan McGraw then concludes this sketch of the beauty
of Christ by showing the biblical emphases related to Christ’s
return. He demonstrates that the primary emphasis in Scripture
on this theme is a call to personal holiness in union with Christ as
believers wait for him to appear from heaven.

'These chapters together do not exhaust the riches of Christology.
Neither are they a complete introduction to all that could be
said. Instead, they provide pastors and church members with
the key ideas surrounding the person of Christ. As the Puritan
Isaac Ambrose (1604-1664) wrote, “The most excellent subject to
discourse or write of, is Jesus Christ ... Indeed all we say is but
unsavory, if it be not seasoned with this salt.”* Jesus Christ is also
the most excellent subject to read and to prayerfully savor and
meditate on. Doing so is the true path to the blessedness of the
world to come and of joy and personal holiness in this life. Every
glimpse we have of Christ on earth brings heaven down to us so
that we might long to appear in heaven where Christ is seated. The
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editors hope that this book is a small but meaningful contribution
to this end.

Ryan M. McGraw
and L. Michael Morales
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary



